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Complaints on parking and noise fears spark move 

CHIEFS SAY NO TO 
ISLAMIC CENTRE 


A DASH OF FESTIVE FUN WITH SANTAS ON THE RUN 



Participants seen during the Sandwell Santa Dash for charity at Sandwell Valley showground in West Bromwich 


REPORT BY CLARE BUTLER 


AN Islamic centre based in 
Smethwick may be forced to 
relocate after it lost a plan¬ 
ning fight for the premises to 
remain a place of worship. 

The Gambian Islamic Centre’s bid 
to remain on its site in Windmill Lane 
was thrown out by Sandwell Council. 

Planning officers claimed the centre, which 
is also used as a prayer hall, ‘conflicts with the 
existing uses’ inside its home Tudor Works. 

The Islamic centre has been operating for 
eight years and currently has between 40 to 60 
members. 

Planners say that complaints have been 
received regarding vehicles parking on unre¬ 
stricted areas, and that continued use could 
result in noise and disturbance should the con¬ 
gregation grow in the future. 

But centre member, Lamin Yaffa, said he was 
saddened by the decision saying the move could 
leave them without a home. 

Mr Yaffa, who is a foundry worker, said they 
operate the site as a Gambian Islamic centre 
and do not class it as a mosque but do observe 
prayer times. 

He said: “We deserve a right to operate here 
as we are helping the greater community and 
are an important part of that. 

Stressful 

“We teach English classes and help all gen¬ 
erations with the work we do. We are all from 
different backgrounds and by teaching our 
members English we ensure they can help their 
children with homework. This is about thinking 
of our wider public benefit too. 

“For me to have to break news like this to 
our members is very stressful and I just hope 
that Sandwell Council can work alongside us 
in supporting our work in whatever alternative 
way they can. As a community we have no other 
place to go in Birmingham - Cape Hill is where 
we class our home.” 

Officers stated that refusal was also recom¬ 
mended due to the site ‘having a detrimental 
effect on users’. 

Comments from the planning application 
said: “I am mindful that such facilities require 
flexibility in hours of use, in order to observe 
their religious calendar, nevertheless an unre¬ 
stricted use could also result in noise and dis¬ 
turbance should the congregation grow in the 
future. 

“To this effect I consider that the site con¬ 
flicts with existing lawful uses and has a det¬ 
rimental effect on users of the highway due to 
increase comings and goings and unsatisfactory 
parking provision.” 


IT WAS a sea of red and white across 
Sandwell Valley as hundreds of people took 
part in the first time ever Santa Dash. 

Participants who signed up for the run 
had the choice of walking, jogging or gently 
strolling 2km around the country park. The 
event was organised by Sandwell Leisure 
Trust and Mytime Active, with help from 
Sandwell Mayor, Councillor Barbara Price. 

The festive run started with a mass 
Christmas-themed warm up to get everyone 
in the spirit before things were kicked off 
around 10am on Saturday by local legend 


Blind Dave Healey, who started the mass 
dash. Mytime Active regional manager for 
health, Mary Fairfield, said: “It was a fan¬ 
tastic occasion and great thing to be happen¬ 
ing for the first time in Sandwell. 

“What a scene it was to just see hundreds 
of red dots spread all over the field. It’s not 
every day something like this happens and it 
gets everyone in the festive spirit. 

“Behind all the fun and games we are en¬ 
couraging everyone in the area to become 
more active and hopefully with events like 
this, people will start to think and do more. 


“Young and old have joined in and it re¬ 
ally is lovely to see everyone having such 
fun together. It was not a serious race at all 
and I hope all that were involved thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and took in the atmos¬ 
phere of the day.” 

Graham and Sue Smith, aged 55 and 60, 
along with friends Lisa and Andy Willetts, 
all from Oldbury, thought the newl- formed 
event was a great occasion and and stayed in 
their costumes for the rest of the day. Gra¬ 
ham said: “We’ve been very excited for it, 
it’s something everyone can cheer about.” 


TECHNOLOGY 

Appy days for drivers 
looking for car parks 

STRESS-FREE parking advice is on tap thanks 
to a handy new phone app backed by Sandwell 
Council. The easy-to-use app gives drivers instant 
information about every council car park and 
parking bay in the borough - so you know where 
and how long you can park your car before you 
even switch the engine on. 

It even features turn by turn navigation to the 
parking space. Motorists can get the free Ap- 
pyParking service by downloading it onto their 
phones from AppyParking.com for both iOS and 
Android. 

Every detail - from parking charges, disabled 
bays, motorbike bays and loading zones as well 
as the controlled hours is listed on the app. 

HOUSING 

Starter homes on way 
after funding agreed 

FLATS for first-time buyers will be built in the 
heart of West Bromwich after more than a 
million pounds of government funding was 
awarded to Sandwell Council. 

The Government’s ‘starter homes’ pro¬ 
gramme aims to provide for 200,000 first¬ 
time buyers who will be able to purchase 
new houses or flats at a 20 percent discount. 

Sandwell Council was one of three in the 
Black Country to secure the funding revealed 
on Tuesday. It was awarded £1,198,900 for 
flats at Shaftesbury Plouse, High Street. 

Across the country £8m was handed out 
to help get shovels in the ground on a total 
of 27 sites. 

POLICE 

Body recovered from 
car on fire at junction 

A BODY has been found in a car that was on fire 
in West Bromwich, with the cause of death still yet 
to be confirmed. 

Police were called at 11.30am on Tuesday to 
Forge Lane junction with Newton Road. 

Spokesman Hannah Newland said: “The road 
was closed while emergency services dealt with 
the fire. A body was recovered from the car and 
the death is being treated as unexplained. A post 
mortem will be carried out in due course.” 

It is the second serious incident in three 
months. Michael Jayes, aged 71, was found dead 
in bramble bushes off Forge Lane in September. 
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EVERY OAY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
It at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HAST1L0W 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 




Tulips' blooming great food 



Nick Insull from Tulip Ltd 


TINS of meats, packets of washing 
powder and jars of food have all been 
collected ready to send to hard-up 
families. Staff at Tulips in Tipton 
and Wednesbury were so shocked and 
moved by a visit to Smethwick Food 
Bank they decided to start donating 
goods to the scheme. 

The company, which stores and 
cuts meat to sell on to supermarkets, 
employs 500 people at its Tipton base 
alone and has managed to fill cupboards 
full of produce. Dawn Wilkes of Tulips 
said: “We have a works council and it 
was suggested we could get more in¬ 


volved with the food bank. Everyone 
thought it was a fantastic idea. 

“We got in contact with Sandwell 
Food Bank and it all went from there 
really. A cupboard with a rolling door 
was set up and it was filled with items. 

“We’ve been particularly asked for 
tinned items of meats, hams and fish, 
along with chillies and Irish stews. Ce¬ 
reals, washing up liquid and shower 
gels are also sought, so it’s quite a mix 
really. We were surprised how much 
poverty we were seeing, which was also 
very humbling.” 

Ms Wilkes said visiting the food 


bank help 

bank had been a shock to staff and had 
helped put things into context. 

“Staff have just been bringing things 
in as and when,” she said. 

“We have 420 full time employees, 
which rises to about 500 with agency 
staff. We’ve also got a depot in Wednes¬ 
bury that has done it’s own collection.” 

Ms Wilkes said: “One thing that re¬ 
ally stuck with us during our visit was 
hearing how children were going with¬ 
out advent calendars because their par¬ 
ents couldn’t afford them. We put ajar 
in the canteen and soon it was filled up. 
We’ve raised about £100.” 


Council writes off £lOm 
in business rate debts 

SANDWELL Council is current¬ 
ly owed more than £11 million 
in unpaid council tax - and has 
written off £10m in business 
rates, bosses have revealed. 

The cash-strapped authority has 
also written off another £1.7m of 
council tax in the borough in the last 
five years. 

During the last financial year alone, al¬ 
most £4m in council tax went uncollected, 
figures showed. But finance chiefs said they 
were committed to claiming as much of the 
owed money as possible and stressed the 
authority has one of the best collection re¬ 
cords in the West Midlands. 

Sandwell Council is owed £3.8m in coun¬ 
cil tax from 2014/15 on top of £2.8m from 
the previous year, £1.9m from 2012/13, 

£1.5m from 2011/12 and £1.4m from 
2010/11. During the last two years the 
council has given up on £l.lm of unpaid 
council tax. 

Around £750,000 was also written off 
during the previous three years. Bosses in¬ 
sisted they only consider writing off council 
tax debt when all other options to try and 
retrieve it have been exhausted. 

Costly 

A massive £2m of business rates was 
written off during 2014/15, coming just 12 
months after the authority cuts its losses 
on another £2.2m. 

That came after £6.2m of business rates 
was written off between 2010/11 and 
2012/13, proving costly for an authority 
which is trying to save £38m. 

However, chiefs said lost business rates 
were normally caused by companies going 
bust and so was outside its control. In ad¬ 
dition, around £3.3m in business rates are 
still owed from across Sandwell. 

The council’s finance chief and deputy 
leader Steve Eling told a recent cabinet 
member that the authority was almost at 
its target for collecting tax from residents 
and businesses so far this financial year 
but stressed the importance of ensuring as 
much as possible is paid. 

Councillor Eling said: “There are various 
ways money is collected in. Some people are 
on a payment scheme and pay so much a 
week. As long as the money comes in in the 
finish, that’s the main thing.” 


Christmas knees-up for pensioners 



Getting in the festive spirit are Sandra Henderson, Rennie Nicholls and Wendy Perks at Wednesbury Town Hall 


CHRISTMAS came early at 
Wednesbury Town Hall as dinner 
was served to 250 elderly people. 

Community group Wednesbury 
Celebrates stepped into to help 
vulnerable people from across 
Sandwell, many of whom would 
otherwise have faced spending 
Christmas alone. They were in¬ 
stead treated to a two-course meal 
and given the chance to chat to 
friends over dinner. 

There was also tea and coffee 
and mince pies and once dinner 
was done, the tables were pushed 
back so the guests could get up and 
have a dance to singers who were 
performing. It was the fourth time 


Wednesbury Celebrates had hosted 
the Christmas meal for the vulner¬ 
able. The event was made possible 
by several local businesses, which 
each pledged cash towards it. 

Councillor Olwen Jones, who is 
part of the group, said: “We had 
250 people there, they all had a 
two-course meal. 

“For some it might be the only 
Christmas meal they have. A lot of 
people are on their own and some 
haven’t got families so it is impor¬ 
tant for them. They came from all 
over Sandwell and everyone en¬ 
joyed it, they got a good meal. We 
try to do what we can to help people 
and eradicate loneliness.” 


Councillor Elaine Costigan, who 
is also part of Wednesbury Cele¬ 
brates, said: “They absolutely loved 
it. It just puts a smile on their faces 
at Christmas. I am just pleased we 
could do it for them for free.” 

A separate Christmas celebra¬ 
tion will also be held next Tuesday 
in honour of the dedicated volun¬ 
teers who have helped lay on events 
at the charity during the year. 
There are around 30 volunteers at 
Wednesbury Celebrates and they 
will be treated to a meal. Councillor 
Jones said: “They are all volunteers 
who live in the local community 
and we like to treat them to a meal 
every now and again.” 


Workers at 
council face 
charges for 
parking up 

UP to 1,000 council workers will be 
forced to pay for parking while at work 
in a shake-up of parking charges across 
Sandwell. 

The workers currently do not have 
to pay to leave their cars parked at the 
main council house off West Bromwich 
Street, Oldbury. But now hundreds of 
employees face having to pay £4 a day, 
or up to £240 a year, with union officials 
blasting the authority’s plans. 

A petition has been launched by pub¬ 
lic sector union UNISON for staff work¬ 
ing in Oldbury who oppose the plan to 
charge them to park their cars. 

Tony Barnsley, joint branch secre¬ 
tary for Sandwell UNISON, claimed up 
to a thousand staff members could be 
affected. He said: “These proposed car 
parking charges are seen by our mem¬ 
bers as a further cut in pay that the 
council is choosing to impose regardless 
of how little they earn. The fact directors 
will pay the same as cleaners is seen as 
unfair by our members.” 

Off-street parking charges across the 
borough would be set at 40p an hour 
under the new proposals due to be dis¬ 
cussed by the council’s cabinet. The new 
charges would come into effect as soon 
as possible in the new financial year. 

Leader Councillor Darren Cooper said: 
“We’re having to make very difficult de¬ 
cisions. What I wanted to do was have 
a more balanced approach to car park¬ 
ing. I fully appreciate that staff haven’t 
had a pay rise in the past few years, but 
the bottom line is some of these services 
have got to wash their own face.” 

Three own up to 
phone shop raid 

THREE men have each admitted their 
parts in a burglary at a mobile phone 
shop. 

Thomas Cowley, Carl Morrall and 
James Hill appeared at Shrewsbury 
Crown Court last week charged with 
stealing 29 tablet computers, 69 mo¬ 
bile phones, 93 iTunes voucher cards 
and other accessories from Carphone 
Warehouse on Meole Brace Retail Park, 
Shrewsbury, on October 27 last year. 

Cowley, aged 22, of Forsythia Close in 
Birmingham, Hill, aged 32, of Aberdeen 
Street in Birmingham and Morrall, aged 
45, of Coplow Street, Birmingham, each 
admitted one charge of burglary. 

The case was adjourned for pre-sen¬ 
tence reports to be prepared, with a date 
yet to be set for the sentencing. 

They were all given conditional bail. 

Comic Russell set 
for return to Brum 

FUNNYMAN Russell Howard returns 
to Birmingham’s Genting Arena on 
March 17 2017. It will be with his big¬ 
gest global tour to date. Tickets go on 
general sale at 10am on Friday from 
www.theticketfactory.com or by calling 
0844 33 88 222. Tickets start at £29.39. 





• All phone screens & 
laptops repaired on site 
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Crackdown 
may lead to 
bins being 
left behind 

PEOPLE who don’t put the right re¬ 
cycling in their bins could find them 
uncollected as part of a Sandwell 
crackdown. At the moment, around 
20 per cent of waste collected in blue 
lid bins isn’t suitable for recycling. 

It can then be rejected by waste 
companies, leaving Sandwell and its 
taxpayers to foot massive disposal 
costs. A pilot scheme has now been 
launched to help cut the amount of 
unsuitable items being put in recy¬ 
cling bins. 

Councillor Steve Eling, deputy 
leader, said: “We thank everyone 
who’s helping recycle more of the bor¬ 
ough’s waste. However, some people 
are unfortunately putting the wrong 
waste in their recycling bins, which 
means entire lorry loads of recycling 
are being rejected at a time. 

“Unfortunately a small minority of 
people are putting the wrong items in 
their recycling bins, undoing the good 
work of the other residents. That 
waste ends up being incinerated or in 
landfill which means large fines that 
need to be paid for by residents with 
their council tax. 

“It is absolutely critical that only 
recyclable items go into the blue lid 
bins.“We don’t want to leave bins un¬ 
emptied - what we want is for people 
not to contaminate their bins.” 

The pilot scheme affects up to 1,500 
households in Wednesbury and could 
be rolled out across the rest of the bor¬ 
ough if it proves successful. 

Residents can check what items 
can and cannot be recycled by visiting 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/recycling 

Average speed 
cameras start 

AVERAGE speed cameras are coming 
to Birmingham in the new year, it has 
been revealed. The city council will be 
replacing its old speed cameras, which 
aren’t currently in use, with the new 
digital devices to try and make sure 
motorists stick to the speed limit. 

Bosses said the new cameras were 
‘cost-effective and efficient’ and 
represented the latest road safety 
technology. The cameras will be lo¬ 
cated across Birmingham for five 
years.There will be an initial 21- 
month evaluation phase to assess the 
effectiveness of the equipment. 

Councillor Shafique Shah, cabinet 
member for community safety, said: 
“Just in the years 2010 - 2014 alone, 
there were 2,078 people killed or seri¬ 
ously injured in Birmingham.” 

Package sparks 
homes clearance 

ROADS were closed and homes evac¬ 
uated after a suspicious package was 
found in Birmingham - but it turned 
out to contain bedding. Bromford 
Lane and surrounding roads were 
closed from 3.50pm, last Thursday 
and a 100m cordon put in place. 


Shocking results of drink-drive study 



Drivers still planning a festive drink 


TWELVE per cent of drivers in the 
West Midlands plan to have one or 
more alcoholic drink this Christmas 
and get behind the wheel. And of 
these, 23 per cent believe they will be 
over the legal limit when they take to 
the road. Their attitude has been de¬ 
scribed as ‘shocking and inexcusable’. 

The figures have come from a sur¬ 
vey carried out by Co-op Insurance 
on 2,000 people across the country. 
It coincides with the launch of West 
Midlands Police’s annual campaign to 
tackle motorists who get behind the 
wheel while high on drugs or drunk. 


In the new Co-op survey, the West 
Midlands came third in the country in 
the league of shame for drink drivers. 

Nick Ansley, head of motor insur¬ 
ance at The Co-op, said: “The fact that 
drivers believe that they are going to 
be over the limit when they drive this 
Christmas is not only shocking but in¬ 
excusable. The effect of drink driving 
is far-reaching. We are urging people 
to designate a driver this Christmas 
to ensure everyone gets home safely.” 

The survey also included the top 
10 reasons why people opt to drink 
drive. The most common excuse (31 


per cent) was that people felt it will 
not harm anyone, followed by taxis 
being too expensive (28 per cent), and 
people not wanting to walk home (25 
per cent). 

Other reasons included that drivers 
had already drunk driven before with¬ 
out consequence (20 per cent), roads 
would be quiet at the time (18 per 
cent) and that alcohol doesn’t affect 
their driving (10 pe rcent). 

Last Christmas, 2,437 motorists 
were stopped in the region for breath 
tests with 285 providing a positive 
test or failed to provide a sample. 


A real Wills to win! 



On his way to the Football for Peace The Duke at the memorial service Gifts from Cofton Primary pupils Goalkeeper Dominik proves his worth 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Early Christmas 
at valley event 

CHRISTMAS will be coming early to 
Sandwell when a festive fair opens at 
the weekend. Sandwell Park Farm 
will be hosting its annual Christmas 
on Saturday and Sunday, which will 
feature craft stalls, face painting, 
street performers, pony cart rides and 
magicians. 

Hog roasts and traditional real ales 
will be available, along with fresh and 
local produce from the farm shop. 

Entertainment will include carol 
singing and brass and jazz bands. And 
Santa will be in his grotto every week¬ 
end (10am to 5pm) handing out pre¬ 
sents until Christmas. The fair runs 
over the weekend from 10am to 6pm. 

Tickets cost £3.25 for adults, £13 
for families (two adults and three chil¬ 
dren) and £2.75 for children and over 
60s. Visits to Santa are £7 per child 
(including gifts). 

Hivo Sisters in 
talks over deal 

THE 2 Sisters Food Group is in talks 
to buy the former S&A Foods site in 
Derby. The Birmingham-based group, 
which has chicken processing facto¬ 
ries in Smethwick, West Bromwich 
and Wolverhampton, is discussing 
buying the site with administrators. 

More than 300 people lost their jobs 
when ethnic ready meals firm S&A 
went into administration last month. 

A statement from 2 Sisters said: “2 
Sisters is currently undertaking the 
necessary due process in relation to 
this sale and will provide an update 
once the purchase is complete.” 

Patrols step up 
over drug fears 

POLICE stepped up patrols in Tipton 
after reports of concerns about people 
with drugs. 

Officers say complaints had been 
made about anti-social behaviour in 
Tipton Green and Dudley Port. 

One man was fined after police 
found he was carrying herbal can¬ 
nabis during one patrol in the town. 
Investigations are continuing after 
a ‘large quantity’ of herbal cannabis 
was found in a house in Beech Cres¬ 
cent, Tipton. Sgt Dave Rogers said: 
“High visibility patrols are continuing 
along Jays Avenue.” 


FORGET Bend it like Beck¬ 
ham - it’s whack it like Wills. 
The Duke of Cambridge 
showed off his football skills 
during a visit to the West 
Midlands. 

And despite the English histor¬ 
ically fluffing it from the penalty 
spot over the years, Prince Wil¬ 
liam managed to find the back of 
the net. 

He slotted the fourth straight 
into the top corner, but was thrice 
thwarted by young pupil Dominic who 
was in goal, with the Prince joking 
‘Dominic you’re too steady a keeper’. 

William, who is President of The 


Football Association, was at the Foot¬ 
ball for Peace initiative at Saltley 
Academy, in Birmingham, which uses 
the sport to bring children from dif¬ 
ferent cultures together and fosters 
social cohesion. 

Kashif Siddiqi, defender for North¬ 
ampton Town and founder of Football 
for Peace, said: “I’m one of the few 
British Asian professional footballers 
so I know how important it is to have 
role models. 

“With Football for Peace we’re try¬ 
ing to promote understanding and 
build friendships for life.” 

During his stint in the Midlands, 
the Duke paid tribute to First World 
War servicemen whose bravery earned 
them the Victoria Cross during his 


visit to Birmingham. He laid a wreath 
during a service outside the city’s Hall 
of Memory as he unveiled 10 memorial 
stones commissioned by the Govern¬ 
ment to honour all those awarded the 
Victoria Cross (VC) during the Great 
War. 

The Duke later visited a children’s 
charity set up in memory of his late 
mother during his trip. 

William took part in anti-bully¬ 
ing sessions led by the Diana Award, 
which works with schools across the 
region, at Bournville College. 

The visit follows his recent work 
with the Diana Award to highlight 
the impact of bullying on the mental 
wellbeing of children. Tessy Ojo, chief 
executive of the award said: “We are 


thrilled to have the ongoing support of 
the Duke of Cambridge. 

“These latest statistics highlight 
how overwhelming identity-based bul¬ 
lying is for many young people today. 

“I am delighted that the Duke is 
helping raise awareness of this topical 
issue and reiterating the message that 
no-one should be singled out as a re¬ 
sult of their identity. 

“We welcome the Duke’s support on 
fostering a safer and bully-free envi¬ 
ronment which celebrates diversity, 
instead of being threatened by it.” 

Finally he stopped in at charity St 
Basils in West Bromwich, which sup¬ 
port homeless young people, or those 
at risk of becoming homeless, across 
the West Midlands. 


Tattoo tickets 
are now on sale 

TICKETS have gone on sale for Brit¬ 
ain’s biggest indoor international 
tattoo at Birmingham’s Barclaycard 
Arena next November. 

More than 1,000 performers will 
feature in the spectacle, with march¬ 
ing bands, displays and culminating in 
the grand finale. The shows will take 
place on November 26 and 27. Tickets, 
costing £17.50 for adults, £15.00 for 
seniors and £12.50 for children, are on 
sale now from www.theticketfactory. 
com or by calling 0844 33 88 222 


SCRUFFY PUPZ I Dark Night? 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies J TI1VIE TO 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE g ? 
0121522 3332 
V 07964 220937 ” 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

0 12 Month Guarantee 
0 All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

0 Washable Blinds Available 
0 Friendly, Personal Service 
Range of Colours 



UPGRADE SECURE] 


FREE SECURITY CHECKS 
DON’T DELAY CALL NOW! 

• COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• LIGHTING/CCTV/LOCKS • KEY CUTTING SERVICE 


24HR Emergency Number 

07834 882294 


SAFES SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED 


132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B713HP 
www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 
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www.idealhomecare.co.uk 5 


EDiVESBLftY 


NOWON 1ST FLOOR OFBMUAMS SALES & LETTINGS 






2 . Vast majority of work comes from recommendation^ 

3 . FREE home design service, we listen to you and 
design to your requirements 

V 4 . Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, Wes 

sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we ’ 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
We project manage from start to finish 
We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 



Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 j 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

iftaLHomEcarE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER \ 1 fk 
RHODES jJfa 

ONE of the outstanding moments of 
the Commons debate on whether to 
bomb Syria was the short, straightforward 
speech by Dan Jarvis, reminding us that 
this plain-speaking 43-year-old ex-soldier 
would make a formidable Labour Party 
leader. There is still time. 


M6 Shuts 

THE M6 was closed in both direc¬ 
tions after a man threatened to jump 
on to the carriageway during a three 
hour stand-off with police, causing 
huge traffic delays. 

The motorway was shut and traffic 
stopped in both directions because of 
the alert, which began near junction 
10, near Walsall. Surrounding roads 
were also left gridlocked during the 
stand off last Wednesday night, 


after man threatens to jump 


which ended peacefully as the man 
was talked down. 

The northbound carriageway was 
closed between junctions 10 and 11, 
for Cannock. The southbound side 
was blocked between junction 12, at 
Gailey and junction 10, which serves 
Wolverhampton as well as Walsall. 

Drivers trapped in the queues on 
the northbound side were directed 
off the motorway by police via an 


entry slip road. The M54 was also 
closed eastbound between junction 
one for Wolverhampton and the M6, 
paralysing alternative routes. 

The disruption finally eased at 
about 10pm when it is understood 
the man was persuaded to come 
down from the bridge, with no inju¬ 
ries reported. West Midlands Police 
said: “The man was detained by of¬ 
ficers under the Mental Health Act.” 



M6 closed north and south 


CAMPAIGNERS claim that two curry 
restaurants in Britain close every week be¬ 
cause of a shortage of trained chefs from 
the Indian sub-continent. The answer, they 
insist, is to relax UK migration rules to al¬ 
low in more skilled chefs. Their argument is 
that only Indian, Bangladeshi, Pakistani or 
Kashmiri-born cooks could possibly have 
the necessary skills. What a load of bun¬ 
kum. For a start, this argument is vaguely 
racist. Imagine the fury if anyone suggest¬ 
ed that only somebody bom in England 
could cook fish and chips, or that hag¬ 
gis-stuffing jobs were reserved exclusively 
for Scotsmen. Secondly, if the restaurants 
raised their wages, they might have less 
difficulty recruiting staff. It’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing there’s a shortage of chefs if restaurant 
owners continue to exclude half the avail¬ 
able population. When did you last see a 
female chef in a curry house? 

IS anyone surprised that scrapping the 
vehicle tax disc has been followed by a 
doubling in the number of untaxed cars on 
the road to more than half a million? If you 
make it easy to get away with tax dodging, 
people will dodge taxes. Does anyone in 
Whitehall have a brain? 

A FRIEND is hobbling around and pop 
ping Ibuprofen. Why is it that all the 
conditions we 
used to laugh 
about in Les 
Dawson’s com¬ 
edy routines - 
gout, bunions, 
lumbago and 
sciatica - are 
so damn pain¬ 
ful in real life? 


A LABOUR MP says it’s time to find a 
gender-neutral word to replace “fisher¬ 
man.” She is promptly deluged with sug¬ 
gestions including “fish stranglers” and 
“fisherdudes.” My favourite so far is “cod- 
botherers.” 

A READER says the sadness and solem¬ 
nity of recent events have been spoiled by 
the computer-generated news subtitles on 
his TV. “Paris attacks” appeared as “Parrot 
attacks,” “Charles de Gaulle” as “Sure oth¬ 
er goal” and “responsibility” as “portabili¬ 
ty.” Fie was fascinated to read that it was 
“not possible to bum from 30,000 feet.” 
Bomb, apparently. 

MEANWFIILE, over on Channel 5. 
11.40am, Film: Annie Claus is Coming to 
Town. 1.30pm, Film: The Christmas Shep¬ 
herd. 3.10pm. Film: Finding Mrs Claus. 
5.10pm, Film: Christmas in Conway. All 
together, now: It’s beginning to feel a lot 
like overkill. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Jailed killer gets four 
years for drug dealing 


By James Fisher 


A CONVICTED killer serving 
a life sentence for the brutal 
murder of a father has been 
handed a four-year jail term 
for drug dealing. 

Stuart Millership ran a drugs 
racket for a year with his ex-girl¬ 
friend, Jade Whitehouse, who 
appeared at Birmingham Crown 
Court. 

Millership, aged 33, of Beeches 
Road, Rowley Regis, was sentenced 
to 25 years in July for murdering 
his business associate and landlord, 
Baljit Singh. 

He pleaded guilty along with 
Whitehouse, 28, of Holly Bush Walk, 
Cradley Heath, and his cousin, Scott 
Hadley, to conspiracy to supply co¬ 
caine. Millership and Hadley, 29, of 
Rowan Rise, Kingswinford, admit¬ 
ted a further charge of conspiracy to 
supply cannabis. 

Millership, sentenced in his ab¬ 
sence after refusing to leave his 
cell, handed a letter to the recorder 
through his barrister and admitted 
to being the ring leader of both the 
cannabis and cocaine operations. 

Suspended 

He was given four years to run 
concurrently with his life sentence. 

Whitehouse and Hadley were 
each given a two-year sentence 
suspended for two years, ordered 
to carry out 250 hours community 
service and given a curfew to reside 
at their addresses from 8pm to 6am. 

Whitehouse was also given a six- 
month supervision order and Had¬ 
ley a further nine-month suspended 
sentence for the cannabis charge. 

The court heard last Wednesday 
how Whitehouse had become ad¬ 
dicted to drugs and alcohol and had 
been pressured into using her bank 
account and phone for the drugs op¬ 
eration by Millership. Hadley, who 
had been smoking cannabis since 
the age of 14, had been involved for 
two months. 

The court heard how police had 
been alerted to the drugs when a 
tracker on Mr Singh’s Range Rover, 
stolen by Millership following the 
murder, had been triggered. 


Youngsters bowled over by baker Ugne 



Ugne from Great British Bake Off leads a basic backing workshop for children at Christ Church hall, Quinton 


GREAT British Bake Off star Ugne Bubnaityte served 
up a treat for youngsters at a special baking event. 

The baker was in Quinton for two special interactive 
baking sessions. The mother-of-two helped around 20 
children cook spiced cookies and bread during the event 
at the church hall at Christ Church on Saturday. 

She said: “I have kids myself and we love baking, they 
always get involved at home, so I’m used to working 
with kids and I thought it would be nice to show the 
basics about simple baking, how you can help mum in 
the kitchen at Christmas.” 

The baker revealed she loved her time on the show but 
was disappointed to have been booted off in week five. 

She said: “It was a shame that I left at the time be¬ 
cause I’m very competitive and for me to leave at week 


five when I was feeling so strong it was devastating, but 
the whole experience was really good. It gave me a good 
platform. It definitely opened the doors for me and gave 
me opportunities which I wouldn’t have if I was just an 
ordinary person approaching people.” 

Ugne is now writing a new book which will feature 
free-from recipes and ‘fitness bakes’ - a healthier ver¬ 
sion of baking, which is due out next autumn. 

Linda Paiva from Rokiel Entertainment which put on 
the event added: “The whole idea is to provide afforda¬ 
ble, quality entertainment for children. There’s a dearth 
of baking sessions in Birmingham, what the people like 
is that it is affordable and they get to see someone from 
the television do something with their children and get 
to participate with their children.” 


Borough is 
among best 
with levels 
of recycling 

WALSALL and Dudley are the re¬ 
gion’s recycling champs - with more 
and more families recycling their 
waste. However, Wolverhampton and 
Sandwell slipped down the table. 

Dudley led the way in the entire 
West Midlands with its recycling rate 
up from 35.6 per cent in 2013/14 to 
42.2 per cent in 2014/15. Walsall also 
improved from 41.1 per cent to 42 per 
cent. But Sandwell Borough Council’s 
rate fell from 44.6 per cent to 40.9 and 
Wolverhampton council from 45.5 per 
cent to 44.1 per cent. 

Across the region, the average 
waste recycling rate was 42.4 per cent. 
England as a whole saw rates improve 
from 44.5 per cent to 44.7 for the year 
to the end of March. 

Chief executive of recycling busi¬ 
ness Suez - formerly SITA UK - 
David Palmer-Jones said the UK has 
a target of reaching the 50 per cent 
EU benchmark by 2020. 

He said: “For the UK to achieve its 
agreed EU target of 50 per cent recy¬ 
cling rates for household waste, Eng¬ 
land has to improve its performance 
and Suez believes this is still possible 
provided some key changes are taken 
in the way waste is collected at the 
doorstep. 

“Suez recommends the introduc¬ 
tion of mandatory separate food waste 
collections once a week and the collec¬ 
tion of residual ‘black bag’ waste fort¬ 
nightly which, taken together, could 
add six per cent to local authority re¬ 
cycling rates.” 

The West Midlands ranked seventh 
out of nine English regions and Bir- 

City build to rent 
scheme is passed 

A NEW 504-home development along 
the line of a canal in Ladywood, Bir¬ 
mingham - a mile from the city cen¬ 
tre - has been given the green light by 
city council planners. 

The build to rent scheme from City 
and Provincial Properties involves 
flats for the 112-acres area known as 
SoHo Loop, near to City Hospital. 

The mixed-use development re¬ 
places former industrial sites on the 
old BCN Main Line canal. It also in¬ 
volves small-scale retail a 5,866 sq ft 
gym on Dudley Road, an 80,000 sq ft 
data centre and landscaping. 

The development was the first 
large-scale application for a build to 
rent scheme in the city. 

There will be 65 affordable dwell¬ 
ings, with the rest of the new homes 
rented out rather than being sold on. 


Christmas Eve 
dance at church hall 

A CHRISTMAS Eve dance is being 
held at St Giles Church Hall in Row- 
ley Regis. The event, featuring Latin 
American and Sequence dancing, will 
run from 8pm until 11.15pm. Tickets 
cost £7 - contact Fiona Bennett on 
01384 243451. 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £599 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs a ^ 

• 150 Gold Letters Included m 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 

— f - ji* 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


Sweet Pea’s 

CARIBBEAN 

Restaurant & Bar 


Orders for 
Christmas Rum 
Cakes Now 
Being Taken 

(Please give a week’s notice) 

Lunchtime Menu Available 
Opening Times Mon-Sun 
11am ‘til late 


Oxtail, Rice & Peas 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 
Hake Fish, Rice & Peas 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 
Curry Mutton, White Rice 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 
Stew Chicken, Rice & Peas 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 
Callaloo and Saltfish 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 
Hard food £7.00 
Cow Foot and Hard Food 
Large £6.50 Medium £5.50 


We also cater for private 
events and celebrations 


52a Fisher Street, Great Bridge DY4 7EW Tel: 0121 522 3444 
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Councillor 
airs fears 
over roads 
in borough 

FEARS for the future of Sandwell’s 
roads have been raised by a councillor 
who has warned the situation could 
get ‘much worse’ if extra money isn’t 
invested soon. 

Cash-strapped Sandwell Council 
received a Government grant of £16.8 
million for highways spending earlier 
this year but UKIP Councillor Philip 
Garrett has suggested even more 
money could be needed. 

His comments came as the council’s 
Community Safety, Highways and 
Environment Scrutiny Board is set 
to probe how the current highways 
plan is progressing. A report last year 
revealed an extra £3.1m a year was 
needed to maintain the current state 
of Sandwell’s roads - with up to £6.5m 
required to boost standards back up to 
the level they were at six years ago. 

Deputy leader Steve Eling said the 
borough’s roads remain in a better 
state than its neighbours but extra 
Government funding is required or 
there will be serious issues for high¬ 
ways departments across the country. 

Councillor Garrett said: “Some 
roads in the borough are full of pot¬ 
holes and as a result are starting to 
look a bit worse for wear. 

“But I think Steve Eling is right 
that there are worse areas out there. 

“I’m not sure if the council has 
the money to keep the status quo, as 
they’re cutting left, right and centre. 

“If they need more money I’m not 
sure where that will come from. 

“I think the situation could get 
much worse in the next five years if 
they can’t find any more money.” 

MR shares her 
views on values 

WALSALL South MP Valerie Vaz 
shared her views on British values 
during a visit to a Great Barr primary 
school. Ms Vaz visited Pheasey Park 
Farm Primary School as part of Brit¬ 
ish Values Week. 

During her visit she met with Year 
6 pupils and discussed the values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and the importance of having 
mutual respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs. 

Ms Vaz said: “Teaching British Val¬ 
ues is now required as part of the cur¬ 
riculum. I am pleased the school has 
taken up the suggestion of holding a 
British Values Week to give pupils the 
opportunity to talk about democracy 
and of the importance of tolerance 
and mutual respect.” 

Grease to be 
staged at Civic 

A BLACK Country operatic society is 
staging Grease in the new year. TAB 
Operatic will perform at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall from March 15 to 19. Tick¬ 
ets at £11 and £14 are available now 
on 07722 417962. 


Police not at fault over fatal crash 



IPCC Commissioner Derrick Campbell 


AN investigation into a fatal road col¬ 
lision following a police pursuit has 
found no fault on the part of officers 
over the death of the driver. 

Shawn Browne, aged 26 and from 
Rubery, Birmingham, was killed 
when the Peugeot he was driving lost 
control and hit a tree in Bristol Road 
South late in the evening on April 1. 

An inquest found that Mr Browne 
died as a result of a road traffic col¬ 
lision. Shortly before the crash, a po¬ 
lice officer had begun a pursuit after 
being informed there was no insur¬ 
ance for the vehicle. 


The officer informed the control 
room that the car had failed to stop 
and was travelling at approximately 
90 mph. An investigation by the Inde¬ 
pendent Police Complaints Commis¬ 
sion found that the officer involved 
had correctly followed force policies 
and procedures during the pursuit. 

However, the investigation has 
highlighted some concerns including 
the failure of police to clear the scene 
properly. This caused distress to the 
family of Mr Browne when they vis¬ 
ited the following day and found items 
of his clothing and property still in 


situ, along with debris from his car. 
And West Midlands Police is being 
recommended to revisit its pursuits 
policy which was found to be two 
years overdue for review. 

IPCC Commissioner Derrick Camp¬ 
bell said: “This was a tragic incident 
in which a young man lost his life. 
Our findings have raised concerns, 
particularly in relation to post-inci¬ 
dent scene management and, while 
some steps have been taken by the 
police to address that, we hope the 
force will also act swiftly on the other 
recommendations in our report.” 


Chiefs in crunch talks 
over school standards 


EDUCATION chiefs in Sandwell 
have set up crunch talks with head¬ 
teachers in a bid to combat the fail¬ 
ings of the borough’s secondary 
schools. 

Sandwell is the worst performing area 
of the Black Country for pupils attending 
good or outstanding secondary schools, 
according to Ofsted’s annual report. 

Council bosses have put the failings down to 
a lack of Government support for struggling 
academies. The borough came 130th out of 
150 local authorities. It came despite a four 
per cent improvement on the 2013/14 figures. 
The report also showed that seven out of every 
10 secondary school pupils in Sandwell now 
attend academies, which are free from local 
authority control. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member 
for children’s services said: “Along with the 
leader Councillor Darren Cooper, I met with 
head teachers and principals from all second¬ 
ary schools in Sandwell where we expressed 
our concerns about performance. We have 
challenged our secondary schools to make im¬ 
provements and will be meeting head teachers 
and principals again in the new year. 

Account 

“Most importantly, as most of our secondary 
schools are now academies, we will be ensuring 
that the Regional Schools Commissioner and 
the DfE are held fully to account for the acade¬ 
mies that they are responsible for. 

“It is clear from this report, and from our 
own experiences, that the support from the 
Government for struggling academies has not 
been consistently good or particularly effective. 

“We will be pushing to see academy support 
increase with a far more effective response 
from the RSC and DfE to improve matters.” 

The number of youngsters attending good or 
outstanding primary schools in Sandwell rose 
by one per cent to 83 per cent, although the 
borough dropped 24 places in the national table 
to 98th position. Only 17 per cent of primary 
pupils in Sandwell attend academies. 

Councillor Hackett added: “It is heartening 
to see that the proportion of good and out¬ 
standing schools has increased again. Primary 
schools are doing well and continue to match 
national performance but, despite having a 
number of really good secondary schools, we 
know there is much more work to be done 
there.” 



Deer-day as workers figure it out 


Charge hand Craig Watts works on a wooden reindeer, made from debris following the recent gales 


SKILLED workers at a West Bro¬ 
mwich farm have showed off their 
talent - turning timber strewn 
across the site into festive figures. 

Staff at Sandwell Park Farm 
collected debris from the area 
after Storm Barney struck and 
have made them into wooden 
reindeer. Countryside staff Craig 
Watts and Paul Binsley are the 
hands behind the wooden sculp¬ 
tures, which will be on show at the 
farm in the coming weeks. 


Their efforts have been praised 
as ‘absolutely brilliant’ by opera¬ 
tional manager Matt Darby. 

Normally, the workers prepare 
fences, mow, strim, litter pick and 
generally make sure the park is 
spick and span. In total the pair 
are hoping to create up to 40 rein¬ 
deer which will be dotted around 
the shop at the farm. 

These will be sold this weekend, 
while one week later the farm will 
play host to real reindeer for the 


first time. Mr Darby said: “It’s the 
first time ever the country park 
will have had reindeer here” 

Mr Watts and Mr Binsley will 
create handmade Christmas 
wreaths. Sandwell Valley’s annual 
Christmas event runs from 10am 
to 6pm on December 12 and 13, 
featuring crafts, carols and brass 
and jazz bands. Children’s activi¬ 
ties include Punch and Judy, pony 
cart rides, face painting, street 
performers and magicians. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Concert marks 
Sinatra's 100th 

THE 100th birthday of the late singer 
and movie star Frank Sinatra will be 
celebrated with a concert in Birming¬ 
ham’s Symphony Hall. 

The London Concert Orchestra will 
be joined by singers Iain Mackenzie 
and Georgina Jackson to perform Si¬ 
natra’s best-loved songs, including My 
Way, The Lady is a Tramp and Come 
Fly With Me, on Saturday, December 
12 at 7.30pm. 

The concert will also include Christ¬ 
mas songs recorded by the late star. 

Tickets are ion sale from the box 
office on 0121 345 0603. 

£ 1.5111 childcare 
boost due in city 

NURSERY childcare in Birmingham 
is set to get a £1.5 million funding 
boost to ensure there is enough quali¬ 
ty provision across the city. 

Birmingham City Council is being 
asked to approve the increase to the 
Early Education Entitlement (EEE) 
funding rate for youngsters aged two, 
three and four at private, voluntary 
and independent childcare settings. 

Children’s services chief, Councillor 
Brigid Jones said: “We need to ensure 
that our youngest children have the 
best possible care.” A final decision is 
expected on December 15. 

Anne is guest as 
charity hits 60 

PRINCESS Anne was the special 
guest as a deaf-blind charity celebrat¬ 
ed its 60th birthday and announced 
the construction date for a new £14 
million centre in Birmingham. 

The new community centre will be 
built in Selly Oak and will provide 
specialist care to people with sensory 
impairments, and also serve the wider 
community. The Princess Royal gave 
the project the royal seal of approval 
as she was joined by other guests at 
the event hosted by the charity Sense. 

Charity urges people 
to nominate heroes 

A FIRST aid charity has urged people 
across the West Midlands to nominate 
everyday heroes. 

St John Ambulance issued a call 
for nominations for its award which 
celebrate inspiring stories of first aid 
heroism from the general public. 

Everyday Heroes 2015 saw the high¬ 
est ever number of nominations. 

Entries close on 5pm on Thursday 
March 24. To find out about the award 
categories or nominate someone visit 
www. sj a. org.uk/everydayheroes 

Wood be sold out 

ROY Wood’s gig in Wolverhampton 
this month has sold out. The Bir¬ 
mingham rocker, who founded Elec¬ 
tric Light Orchestra and Wizzard, is 
playing at the Robin 2 in Bilston on 
December 20. 

Doors open at 7.30pm with Roy tak¬ 
ing to the stage at 8.30pm. 



from Concept Blinds 

Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5015270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 







Webb’s Walled fiardei Gift Shop 


Christmas decorations and gifts 
Excellent quality fresh 
Christmas trees 

National Garden Gift Vouchers available 
• Fabulous Gift Shop stocking 
• Gisela Graham giftware Roger La Borde cards 
• and Bomb Cosmetics. 

01214294445 

www.webbswalledgarden.com 

64-66-68 Three Shires Oak Road 
Bearwood B675BU 

Opening times - Mon-Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Wed - 9.30am - 4pm Sun - 10.30am - 3pm 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Fury over 
voting for 
our world 
champion 

MORE than 75,000 people have signed 
the petitions, and the names still keep 
coming in. Don’t be surprised if 100,000 
people have joined the campaign by the 
end of the week. 

And the campaign in question? More 
support for the flood victims in Cumbria? 
Tighter security on the Tube? People ex¬ 
pressing a view on the bombing of Syria? 

Nah, the latest cause celebre of the 
Guardian-reading classes is whether 
people should be allowed to vote for 
world heavyweight boxing champion Ty¬ 
son Fury in the BBC Sports Personality of 
the Year awards. Yes, that was keeping 
me awake at night too. 

Now, I know it is well supported, but 
I’ve always considered the BBC Sports 
Personality to be one of the dullest fix¬ 
tures on the sporting calendar. And hav¬ 
ing taken Wladimir Klitschko’s world title, 
will Mr Fury really be bothered about a 
silly little trophy from Clare Balding? Pre¬ 
vious winners include Sir Chris Hoy and 
Sir Steve Redgrave. So I can’t wait for the 
Oueen to say “arise, Sir Tyson.” 

Still, the people who have signed the 
petition are up in arms because Mr Fury 
has said fellow nominee Jessica En- 
nis-Hill “slaps up quite well” and “looks fit 
in a dress.” Silly and coarse, maybe, but 
what were you expecting from a boxer? A 
spot of contemporary romantic poetry? A 
few quotes from Germaine Greer? 

Let’s leave the petitions to the big stuff, 
you know the things that affect people’s 
lives. If you really feel strongly and don’t 
want Mr Fury to take the prize, there is 
still something you can do. Something 
that will have a real impact on the final 
outcome. Vote for somebody else. 

■ ■ ■ 

MUSEUMS and police stations are 
closing, libraries are being staffed by 
volunteers. Still, it’s good to know that at 
least one area of local authority provision 
seems to be doing quite well. 

Last year local authorities made a £693 
million profit from parking charges. 

Not revenue, but profit. After all the run¬ 
ning costs have been taken into consid¬ 
eration, after all the parking companies 
have been paid, and after all the street 
wardens dressed up like the Red Army 
have been paid. Good to know motorists 
aren’t being treated like a cash cow or 
anything nasty like that. 

Anyway, with all that extra lolly roll¬ 
ing in, you might think that the councils 
would be able to ease back on a few of 
the cutbacks. Apparently not. A spokes¬ 
man for the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion said that any surplus was only spent 
on “essential transport projects”. 

Hmm. So, what, more bus lanes, which 
clog up our town centres? Cycle paths? 
Multi-coloured asphalt, speed cameras 
and road humps? Here’s an idea. Drop all 
that nonsense, and give us free parking. 
In the places that we want it. Now that’s 
what I call an essential transport project. 



The emotional moment when Geoffrey Russon received the Legion D’Honneur from Yvonne Geoffrey, seen with his medals alongside daughter-in-law Yvonne, back in May this year 


Proud family’s joy as 
Geoffrey is honoured 


It was a dream come true for 
war veteran Geoffrey Russon to 
receive his Legion D’Honneur. 

DAVID COSGROVE reports 

“THE medal has been awarded to 
him but he says it’s for everyone 
who didn’t manage to come back 
home.” 

Those are the words of the proud 
daughter-in-law of a heroic D-Day vet¬ 
eran as he received the French govern¬ 
ment’s highest accolade. 

Emotions ran high for both Geoffrey Rus¬ 
son and his family when the 92-year-old was 
finally handed the Legion D’Honneur. 

Both Geoffrey and his daughter-in-law 
Yvonne - who has defiantly fought his corner 
to try to ensure he received the medal be¬ 
fore his death - were reduced to tears as she 
handed over the honour. 

After months of canvassing, she was able to 
present Geoffrey, of Cradley Heath, with the 
medal he earned for his efforts seven decades 
ago. 

Anxious 

It was handed to her by the French Ambas¬ 
sador and she gave it to Geoffrey in Russells 
Hall Hospital, Dudley. 

Yvonne, aged 50, said she was ‘proud’ to be 
able to give him the early Christmas present 
and ensure his anxious wait had a happy end¬ 
ing. 

She said: “I went in with the box open for 
him and said ‘this is yours, this is actually 
your medal’. 

“He was absolutely shocked and he started 
crying, then I started crying. 

“I think he’s very thankful that he actu¬ 
ally got to see the medal before he died, as he 
didn’t think he would. The medal has been 
awarded to him but he says it’s for everyone 
who didn’t manage to come back home.” 

Yvonne, who lives in Stafford, added: “He 
didn’t think he was going to get this medal - 



Geoffrey in 1944, at around the time of the Normandy landings in the Second World War 


he always thought he would die before he ac¬ 
tually got it. He’s an amazing man and I love 
him to bits. 

“I’m so proud of him and so happy that I 
managed to do something for him.” 

After receiving the Legion D’Honneur, 
shocked Geoffrey - who belongs to the Bir¬ 
mingham branch of the Normandy Veterans - 
said: “I never thought I was going to get this.” 

The French government announced last 
summer it would recognise all surviving 
D-Day veterans with the medal, which is the 
country’s highest honour. 

Geoffrey applied for his medal soon after 
the announcement was made, but both he and 
Yvonne feared it would not arrive until it was 


too late. Geoffrey was a 19-year-old driver in 
the Royal Army Service Corps during the Nor¬ 
mandy offensive. 

Yvonne emailed the French Embassy and 
other organisations in an effort to fast-track 
the applications for the medal. 

Deserve 

Her campaign was backed by Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis MP James Morris and Staf¬ 
ford MP Jeremy Lefroy. 

Geoffrey’s grandson Nik posted on Face- 
book: “My grandad, I am so proud to call you 
my grandad. 

“You are my hero and my best friend you 
deserve everything you get. Words cannot de- 


Geoffrey six weeks after joining up 

scribe how proud I am to be called a Russon.” 
Well wishers have lined up to praise Geoffrey 
and state their delight he finally received the 
gong. 

As the wait for the medal dragged on, house¬ 
bound Geoffrey voiced his disappointment ear¬ 
lier this year that the process was taking so 
long. 

There are just six Veterans in his branch - 
down from 150 a few years ago, he said. 

“I had a letter from the Ministry of Defence 
saying my application had been forwarded to 
the French government,” Geoffrey said. 

“I’ve no idea why it’s taking so long. Some 
will not have this medal. It’s wrong.They were 
quick enough to get us over there.” 


' Specialists in Authentic Vegetarian' $ 
and Non Vegetarian Dishes 


CATERING SERVICES 
for all functions 
large or small 


Vegetable Samosa 20p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 
1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
lOOSamosasfor £18 
Curries from £3 

Open times 9 am-8 pm Monday-Sunday 


287 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 

Christmas orders 
now being taken 

ccfs 

CHANDIGARH 
CATERING SERVICE 
AND SWEET CENTRE 



cialising in all types ot hair cutting 
European & Afro Caribbean 
Love all serve all 


habz 


Gents from £5.00 
Children from £4.50 
O.A.P.S £4.50 

• Pattern t# Designs 

345 Cape Hill High street, • Home Service Available 

SmethwickB643PB . We also cut New Born Babies _ 

(3 hour Fee Parking at Asda) 

Hair 

Call: 07968 152 822 Open: 

Mon - Sat 9*30am - 7pm 
Sunday 10am - 5pm 

Open all over Christmas & New Year 
(except Christmas & New Year’s Day) 


Est since 1997 


7 ft 

I f v ■ 
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266 Londonderry Lane, 
Smethwick B 67 7 EW 


Londonderry'-'’ 



































Flaws in combined authority argument 


COUNCILLOR Cooper seems deter¬ 
mined for Sandwell to combine forces 
with six other authorities to make the 
West Midlands combined authority. 

I’ve been reading his comments, 
according to him, there will be no Bir¬ 
mingham dominance, the council will 
continue to work as it currently does, 
they are going to set all their own 
council tax and provide their own local 
services. He also states that seven of 
the councils working together can be a 
very powerful voice, also bringing the 
Government down to a local level. 

Now for his claims that there will 
be no Birmingham dominance and 


the council will continue to work as it 
currently does. They can’t even run it 
now, never mind when they combine - 
every one of these councils is in finan¬ 
cial difficulty, so what difference will 
this make? 

Now, about setting their own council 
tax - they are afraid to let people go 
to a high court to find out the reasons 
why some people have never paid any, 
in case the truth comes out. 

Also, providing local services. These 
are for their friends and relations not 
for the people like us. 

He says working together can be 
a very powerful voice - why not just 


say that these councillors want more 
power than they have? 

As far as bringing the Government 
down to their level, surely they did this 
when they selected the people who are 
voted in as members of parliament? 
What these councillors really want is 
more power to deny people their rights 
and do what they want to do, not the 
public. 

The main reasons are, they will raise 
the councillors’ allowances to the same 
level as councillors in other regions, 
like London for instance. 

J RUSHTON 

Tipton 

Backing on 
payrise call 

HOW right is Keith Joyce, 
you would think our MPs 
would give their £7,000 pay 
increase to our forces. They, 
before and during the elec¬ 
tion were appalled at the 
suggestion of the increase. 
When you consider had we 
lost the war they would not 
be here. They are proving 
it’s looking after No.l. 

Not one Black Country 
MP or Midlands’ ones have 
contributed a penny, a clas¬ 
sic example they are in it for 
the money. They all support 
giving billions of our bor¬ 
rowed money away and the 
workers with real jobs are 
expected to pay the debt off. 
BARCHER 
Wednesbury 

Hippo shame 

HOW disgraceful to find out 
that Dudley Council now 
wants to knock down the 
Hippodrome and replace it 
with a pile of slabs. 

Now we have to bear the 
cost of thousands of pounds 
to take away the asbestos 
and demolition of the site. 
Dudley deserves better. 

B J BANNISTER 
Tipton 


Help is here LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

for struggle' 
to pay bills 


POST 


THE Chancellor’s an¬ 
nouncement that he will 
no longer cut tax credits is 
welcome news for the many 
thousands of families wor¬ 
ried about how they would 
cope with such lost income. 

It is clear that the stark 
analysis of these cuts from 
the public, media and char¬ 
ities such as ourselves, has 
made a difference. However 
there is still an urgent need 
to let those struggling know 
what support is available. 

We recently found that 
over half of low income 
workers are struggling to af¬ 
ford their energy costs, with 
a third skipping meals. Yet 
only 12 per cent have told 
their energy supplier about 
their situation and only five 
per cent have turned to an 
advice organisation. 

I would urge anyone wor¬ 
ried about how they, or a 
friend or relative, will cope 
with the cost of heating this 
winter to visit turn2us.org. 
uk/NoColdHomes 
SIMON HOPKINS 
Chief Executive 
Turn2us 


ill Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


sandwell.chronlcle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Expose the bullies at 
school and beyond 

I AM deeply concerned to learn that over 1,600 children a 
month have to move to another school in order to escape 
the bullying and harassment that they are experiencing at 
such a tender age. This not only affects the victims - but 
their families for many years to come. Surely this period 
should be the best years of their lives. 

When you add these statistics to those issued by the 
Health & Safety Executive regarding the same problems 
in the workplace - we clearly have reached an epidemic 
situation in this country. 

The favourite outcome of any complaint in the workplace 
is - lack of evidence. I would not mind betting that this is 
the same answer that parents receive. 

Surely, perpetrators at such a young age left unchecked, 
carry on throughout their adult life acting in the same way. 
This problem is costing the country millions of pounds in 
stress related illness, which is mainly due to a bullying and 
harassment situation. Ask any doctor. Whatever happened 
to good old British justice? Expose the perpetrators through 
your newspaper columns or the county courts I say. 

PAGG 

Wednesbury 




■ Window & Door Repairs 
• Fascias / Guttering 

- Building Work 

■ Misted-up Units 


MM WfflMia 


: Window Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Etna" windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 



Having recently moved to new 
I premesis, we here at Bowjangles 
have undergone a complete 
refurbishment. 


★ Gold & Silver Jewellery 

★ Watches 

★ Diamond Rings 

★ Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

★ Jewellery Repair 

& Cleaning Services 

★ Replace Missing Diamonds 

★ Watch Servicing & Batteries 


We are now paying up 
to £10 per gram on all 
resellable gold 


BUY 


think 


we offer one of 


the Bestiservices 


money eanfB.uy! 


^ J WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 


\W I 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

FindusonFacebookat ijlgj. Q121 556 6868 

BowjanglesJewellery www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Highly skilled crattsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 
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s Car service centre worker in fire drama 

A WORKER was taken to hospital Around 20 people were evacuated of the cylinder down. Five crews were 
suffering from minor burns after a from the premises and a 20-year-old at the scene but we reduced it to three 
fire broke out inside a car service cen- man was taken to Sandwell Hospital pumps after initially bringing the fire 
tre in West Bromwich which had to be by a colleague with minor burns and under control. 

evacuated. temporary deafness from a bang that “We still do not know the true ex- 

Five fire crews attended the scene was caused by the fire. tent of the fire but one male is suffer- 

at Keltruck Limited in Kenrick Way Station commander Mai Fellows ing minor flash burns and was swiftly 
after a settling cylinder for an articu- said: “Crews attacked the fire very taken to nearby Sandwell Hospital by 
lated lorry caught fire. defensively to bring the temperature a colleague.” 


Bosses are told care 
service must improve 


Yule be down on the farm for festivities 


STAFF will be turning back 
the clock and getting into 
period costume at Sandwell 
Park Farm when they will 
be celebrating a traditional 
Victorian Yuletide. 

Featuring crafts, carols 
and brass and jazz bands, 
Sandwell Valley’s annual 
Christmas event runs from 
10am to 6pm on Saturday 
12 and Sunday 13 Decem¬ 
ber. 

Children’s activities in¬ 
clude Punch and Judy, pony 
cart rides, face painting, 
street performers and ma¬ 
gicians. 

It’ll be a fantastic Christ¬ 
mas shopping experience 
too - with craft stalls, gifts, 
real Christmas trees and 
local and fresh produce in 
the farm shop. 

And there’s festive fare, 
including a hog roast and 
traditional real ales, to 
tempt your tastebuds. 

Admission is £3.25 for 
adults; £2.75 for children/ 
over 60s; £13 family ticket 
(2 adults and 3 children). 

Call 0121 553 0220 to 
book a craft stall or for more 
details. 

And Santa is in his grotto 
at Sandwell Park Farm 
every weekend (10am to 
5pm) from now until Christ¬ 
mas. Visits to Santa are £7 
per child (includes a gift). 

Normal admission prices 
to the farm also apply. Or 
book a mid-week group visit 
to see Santa. 



Kelsie Bowler, Angel-Rain Darby, Maddie McGrotty, Riley Hall and Carter Mayo-Morgan 


A CARE service has been told it 
must improve after an inspection 
found there was work to be done 
with the development of the ser¬ 
vice. 

The watchdog report also found that 
Maybrook Platinum care Services Ltd 
in Smethwick was not consistently 
safe as people were not always pro¬ 
tected from harm, as risk assessments 
were not specific to individuals. 

The home and personal care service was 
told it requires improvement overall, but 
was rated ‘good’ for ‘effectiveness, caring 
and responsiveness’ by the Care Quality 
Commission. 

Maybrook staff were given 72 hours no¬ 
tice of the inspection. The home currently 
provides care and support for 29 people, 
ranging in age, gender, ethnicity and dis¬ 
ability. 

Addition 

The report said: “Although staff gen¬ 
erally felt there was sufficient number of 
staff available to meet people’s needs, a 
number of employees had left the service. 
In addition, during periods of illness or an¬ 
nual leave, there was not always sufficient 
staff cover. This had led to occasions where 
staff were late attending to or missed their 
calls.” 

Inspectors said the registered manager 
was open and acknowledged there was 
work to be done with the development of 
the service. The document stated “Despite 
a mixture of opinions, staff generally told 
us they felt supported and valued by the 
management team. Staff said, they knew 
what was expected of them but that some¬ 
times it was difficult to cover each other at 
short notice and this was an area that could 
be improved upon.” 

Inspectors did find that people felt safe 
and secure with staff coming into their 
homes and they had the skills and knowl¬ 
edge to care and support them. No-one 
from Maybrook was available to comment. 


Pete franks post with art 


Former art teacher Pete Mason with his portrait of Frank Sinatra made 
from postage stamps which he was intending to give to the star’s son 


A FORMER Black Country art 
teacher certainly did it his way, 
when he marked Frank Sinatra’s 
100th birthday milestone with a 
2,500-postage stamp portrait. 

Pete Mason, aged 71, put to¬ 
gether a portrait of 01’ Blue Eyes 
ahead of what would have been his 
birthday on December 12 with the 
intention of giving a copy to his son 
Frank Sinatra Junior ahead of a 
recent performance at Birmingham 
Town Hall. 

However, due to time constraints 
a meeting between the pair was 
cancelled at the last minute. 


The 36 in sq portrait shows Sina¬ 
tra in all his glory, complete with 
iconic hat, suit and smile. 

Mr Mason, who lives in Hednes- 
ford, but taught at Walsall’s Manor 
Farm Community School for 38 
years has made countless portraits 
from stamps over the last 15 years, 
ranging from Elvis Presley to Noel 
Edmonds. 

He said: “My birthday is the day 
before Frank’s so I came up with 
the idea as something of a joke. I 
am a fan of his music though and I 
mainly just do portraits of people I 
have an admiration for.” 





f Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
. room you can use . 
\t^all year round jA 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


uYDALE 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


* 






Repair 

Service 

Available 


mfflows & Doors, Conservatories, 

[Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and giveRydaie a ring... 
tSSXEZSSS^ Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Guardia 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 
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Getting into festive spirit at libraries 

SAND WELL libraries are bringing the same day at 4pm. Musicians and and the screening runs from 2.30-4pm. 
home the festive fun with a host of playing artists are being invited to Thimblemill library is hosting a 
Christmas events. A special fami- take part. Tipton Community Choir Yule Choir on December 19. It begins 
ly-themed fun day is due at Great will lead a community singing event at at 11.15am, featuring the Bearwood 
Bridge Library on Saturday, from Great Bridge Library on December 16. Songsters. Hamstead library will be 
10.30am to 1pm, with stalls selling Central Library in West Bromwich hosts a Winter Warmer afternoon tea 
crafts and home made produce. will be screening the festive film ‘Tur- on December 22, from 2-5pm. 

The latest series of Blackheath Li- key and Tinsel’ on December 17. Free For a full list visit www.sandwell. 
brary’s open mic sessions kicks off on mince pies and wine will also be served gov.uk/libraries or call 0121 5694911. 



Back row, from left, Umar Rashid, Jan Britton (Sandwell Council’s Chief Executive), Ka’mani Anderson, Councillor 
Darren Cooper (council leader), Zaina Ebanks. Seated, from left, Liam Biddle, Katie Whitehouse and Charlotte Wright 

YOUNG people from Sandwell were Commissioner’s Takeover Challenge’. Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
given the chance to question all the Children and young people were also member for children’s services also 
top bosses at Sandwell Council. invited to ‘take over’ the jobs of coun- attended the meeting. He said: “This 

Six young people from across cil bosses as part of the Takeover was a chance for the young people to 
Sandwell asked questions about issues Challenge. One of the young people see how things work at the council 
important to them. Topics covered Ka’mani Anderson said he really en- and to hold us to account for decisions 
ranged from school dinners to road joyed the meeting. He added: “It was we make that affect them. The young 
safety. Councillors and directors have a really illuminating experience and a people that came certainly weren’t shy 
promised to look into the issues raised great opportunity for young people to and asked very relevant questions, 
at the meeting. see discussions about things happen- “We have advised the young people 

This meeting is part of a series of ing in the community. on how to raise their issues the council 

events that Sandwell Council has “It was good to meet councillors and don’t control and we will look into the 
taken part in for this year’s Children’s directors and find out who’s who.” other issues we can help with.” 


J Dental Implants g 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 


• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



primecare fj 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


HS 




AMAZING DRINK OFFERS 



I 


mone o^ena, ut atone 

• Hot Food to Go • In Store Bakery 

• Large Selection of Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 

• Coffee Machine 


Offers available from 9th December 2015 until 3rd Januray 2016 

■ freehotdrinYn"^,; 

* with this advert/coupon * 


GLOBAL PLUS 

148-152 George Road, Oldbury B68 9LW 

Tel: 0121 422 0100 

Nisalocal 



NOW REGISTERING 

NHS Denial Patients 


Come and me 
our friendly team 

Call In to find out more or 
book an appointment 
‘ NHS Dentistry is FREE 
for children 


LjujI'u; 


¥ 


The Bridge Park 
NHS Dental Practice, Unit 1 2, 

Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 OBN 

www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 

Call 0330 1239118 

to Secure Your Place 
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Central Heating Assistance 


For a n h'i i m i ) I T^TrrTTn nT7TV7 Warm lone 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old 
inefficient “G” rated boiler 
or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income are: 

© over 60 or 
© disabled or have 
© chronic health issues 

You may be eligible for 
assistance* 

*Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 

0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


Public Health 


Ann dearly in the right 
role as lead chaplain 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some 
of our time on the quiet 
heroes of the NHS, from a 
wide variety of backgrounds 
doing a wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS or¬ 
ganisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, 
many of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust pro¬ 
vides care from 150 loca¬ 
tions. 

This week we highlight: 

REV ANN STEVENSON 

Lead chaplain 



SQUIRRELLED AWAY in the 
back garden of a NHS Chap¬ 
lain there is a creative hub, 
which is the bolt-hole of Rev 
Ann Stevenson, lead chap¬ 
lain for Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust. 

Ann explained: “After my friend 
bought me a glass fusing class for 
a Christmas present two years 
ago, I enjoyed it so much I built a 
dedicated studio in my back gar¬ 
den to develop my skill. 

“It is a wonderful past time and 
brings forth an abundant crop of truly 
individual presents for my friends and 
family.” 

Glass fusing is a technique where 
different colours of glass are fused into 
each other at high temperatures in a 
special kiln making stunning designs. 
Ann has drawn inspiration from her 
faith to create some beautiful timeless 
pieces. 

Mission 

She continued: “I’ve worked at the 
Trust for 24 years and am the lead 
chaplain, responsible for a small team 
of chaplains covering faiths including 
Christianity, Muslim, Sikh and the 
Hindu religion. 

“In my early career I was a mission¬ 
ary in the Caribbean island of Puerto 
Rico and came back to the UK to study 
in the Birmingham Bible Institute in 
1987 with the intention of returning to 
the mission field after my three years 
of study ended. 

“I came to the hospital on place¬ 
ment in my third year of study, and 
the Chaplain in post at that time, Rev 
Brian Wigley, invited me to become 
his assistant - the rest as they say, is 
history.” 

Ann is the ‘go-to woman’ in the 
Trust for all spiritual and religious en¬ 
quiries, regardless of faith. She said: “I 
mostly see patients on an emergency 
basis and follow up those on my visit¬ 


ing list, and conduct funerals for the 
families who have suffered the tragic 
loss of a baby. 

“I also organise services for the 
major events in the Christian calendar 
and work with colleagues from other 
faiths to facilitate their faith festivals. 
I work with staff from critical care and 
maternity to organise special memo¬ 
rial services for those who have died 
there.” 

When asked about her most mem¬ 
orable moments with the trust, Ann 
struggled to narrow it down. 

“I have had far too many to mention. 
I’ve conducted quite a few weddings 
in both City and Sandwell Hospital - 
you can only marry in hospital if you 
are terminally ill and not expected to 
leave - and although these are in the 
saddest of circumstances, all the other 
staff contribute their time and efforts 
to make it the most wonderful and 
memorable occasion for the patient.” 

While she is not working, Ann re¬ 
turns to her kiln: “Designs can be as 


simple as cutting and placing squares 
and triangles on plain glass to form 
designs, or cutting and grinding more 
complicated shapes. 

“I’ve been working on all kinds of 
projects since I set up my own studio, 
and I’ve been focusing on some special 
Christmas scenes including candle 
stands and nativity scenes. 

“All my family and friends already 
know what their gifts will be this 
year.” 

After 24 years of offering spiritual 
advice to patients and staff, Ann 
thoroughly enjoys her job and enjoys 
meeting people from many different 
cultures. 

She said:” I enjoy all aspects of 
chaplaincy ministry including the 
challenges, and I meet a wide variety 
of people who sometimes face difficult 
situations in different circumstances. 

“It’s good to be able to come along¬ 
side them and give support where 
needed.” 



7 Rehau . A w Ra ietl a 
frames and glass 


CHRISTMAS 

& 

NEW YEAR 
OFFERS 

3 Windows 

Was £890 

Now £680 

4 Windows 

Was £1170 

Now £890 

5 Windows 

" Was £1290 

Now £1100 

6 Windows 

Was £1500 

Now £1380 

T&Cs apply 


WECEMBERlINSTALLATIONsZ SIVEIDISCOUNTSi 


WindowsX Compositefwindows & doors 
Conservatories*Orang eries/ Porches 
Extensions^! a r ports & Canopies 
Bi-fold & uPVC doors ' 


0 




Timber Doors and Windows • Repair service 


Wort. 


Bespoke requirements are no problem Mfensa 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 


West 

GLAZING 


Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road, B21 OAY 0800 080>7076i 




marnarn 

i and jobs completed to high standards 
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Family winning the 
generation game 


A FAMILY is celebrating after a new 
addition created five generations. 

Great-great-grandmother Freda 
Jones is the eldest at 83, with Pamela 
Jones a great-grandmother at 57, An¬ 
gela Hadley a gran at 40, her daughter 
Natasha Ball is the proud mom at 17 
and her newborn baby Amelia is now 
one month old. 

Freda, of Heath Town, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, said she was delighted when Ame¬ 
lia was born and immediately wanted 
to get all the generations together. 

Natasha’s mother Angela, a trans¬ 
port manager from Tipton, said: “It’s 
fantastic really to have all of us in the 
same room at the same time. Having 
five generations is not something you 
hear of every day, so I thought it was 
a great idea when Freda suggested it 
to us all. We’re very happy to all be to¬ 


gether. When Natasha told me she was 
pregnant, at first I was shocked.” 

She added: “I’m loving being a 
grandmother to be honest, even if I 
don’t feel mentally prepared for it. 
Amelia is a little darling and we’re so 
happy she’s here.” 

This is not the first time Freda has 
been in the news, unfortunately not all 
for the best reasons. In January 2014 
she was knocked to the ground and 
mugged by Jason Hall, who has since 
been sentenced to three years in cus¬ 
tody. 

And now she has a great-great-grand- 
daughter to spend time with. Angela 
added: “What happened to Freda was 
awful, but what a difference a year 
makes. She’s here with us now cel¬ 
ebrating our wonderful five genera¬ 
tions.” 



All five generations, from left, Angela Hadley (grandmother) Natasha Ball (new mum) with baby 
Amelia Pibb, Freda Jones (great great grandmother) and Pamela Jones (great grandmother) 


Concerns over drugs 
lead to more patrols 

POLICE stepped up patrols in Tipton after claims there 
were people with drugs near shops and on an estate. Of¬ 
ficers say complaints were made about anti-social behav¬ 
iour in the Tipton Green and Dudley Port areas. 

One man was fined after police found he was carrying 
herbal cannabis during one patrol in the town. 

Investigations are continuing after a ‘large quantity’ 
of herbal cannabis was found in a house in Beech Cres¬ 
cent, Tipton. 

Sgt Dave Rogers, of Tipton Green police, said: “Fol¬ 
lowing recent reports during November 2015 of ASB 
[anti-social behaviour] in the Dudley Port area, males 
detained near to shops in Dudley Port, one of which 
found to be in possession of herbal cannabis.” 

He added: “Also during November, drugs warrant ex¬ 
ecuted at Beech Crescent, Tipton, where a large quan¬ 
tity of herbal cannabis recovered from property“High 
visibility patrols continuing along Jays Avenue, near to 
the alleyway leading to Dudley Port, where we have re¬ 
ceived reports of youths gathering to smoke cannabis/ 
drink alcohol.” 


Interest 
is shown 
in textile 
business 


INTEREST has already been shown in parts 
of an Oldbury business that has been forced 
to close its doors. 

The future of BCR Global Textiles Limited was 
placed in severe doubt on Tuesday after the busi¬ 
ness approached administrators. The move has al¬ 
ready resulted in the loss of 93 jobs. The proposed 
administrators are insolvency practitioners Popple- 


ton & Appleby. 

P&A director Andy 
Turpin said interest had al¬ 
ready been shown in parts 
of the business. He said: 
“The business has been hit 
by a combination of factors 
which have made it impossi¬ 
ble to continue trading. 

“It was hit by a fire three 
years ago, which cost the 
business around £750,000. 

“It therefore has a so¬ 
phisticated and extensive 
network, which we believe 
will be attractive to those 
in the industry. It is always 
a sad day when people lose 
their jobs and clearly this 
company had done some 
very valuable work over the 
years.” 

Oldbury Councillor Susan 
Downing said worrying 
times lie ahead for the 
area, especially for those 
left without a job so close to 
Christmas. She said: “It’s 
just getting worse and I 
don’t know what were going 
to do about keeping jobs in 
the area. 

“This is the second com¬ 
pany within Oldbury that 
has lost jobs after Caparo 
and that was only a few 
weeks ago. 

“It’s worrying because 
Oldbury and the whole of 


By James Fisher 


Sandwell is already a de¬ 
prived area and can ill af¬ 
ford to lose any more jobs. 
That’s nearly another hun¬ 
dred gone in Oldbury and 
I feel so sorry for the fami¬ 
lies with it being so close to 
Christmas. There is never 
a good time to hear that 
type of news but this is a 
really awful time of year. I 
have been there and it’s not 
nice.” 

Rising costs and a fire 
that caused £750,000 worth 
of damage forced directors 
of the BCR, which runs 
clothes banks around the 
UK, to file a notice of inten¬ 
tion to appoint administra¬ 
tors. The firm, which ran its 
banks with consent of local 
authorities and charities, 
has already made all its staff 
redundant. 

Its two main areas of its 
business were running re¬ 
cycling banks with the ap¬ 
proval of councils and also 
for organisations on behalf 
of charities. The company 
supplied and collected bras 
from in-store collection bins 
for charities Against Breast 
Cancer and Breast Cancer 
Now. 


Cinema is cleared 
as fire breaks out 

A BIRMINGHAM cinema had to be evacuated after an ex¬ 
ternal sign caught fire. Crowds gathered in Broad Street as 
hundreds of cinema-goers were evacuated from Cineworld 
and a nearby Nando’s restaurant. 

The fire which was located above the restaurant took 
hold shortly before 6pm yesterday. Shocked onlookers were 
quickly evacuated from restaurants Tiger Bills and Nan- 
do’s below, as well as the popular cinema in the Five Ways 
Leisure Complex. Emergency services arrived quickly on 
the scene and area was cordoned off. 

Debris from the sign and panels at the top of the building 
could be seen falling to the ground as firefighters worked 
to put the fire out. Eyewitnesses reported flames leaping 
upwards from the building and smouldering debris falling 
below. A spokeswoman for West Midlands Fire Service said 
that firefighters from Ladywood and Highgate stations 
tackled the fire. 



In your home for a 

Comfortable & Stylish 

CHRISTMAS 

Find your perfect sofa to snuggle up on this Christmas at Cousins Furniture, 
dining tables to feast from, beds and bedrooms to dream in, beautiful carpets, 
flooring & rugs, stylish accessories and homewares to complete the look. 

All with guaranteed delivery in time for Christmas. 



SPECIAL 

OFFER 


B W<w„ © t 


DIJRESTA 


Harrison Si HALO 


TEMPUR Hi WDiJS^CAMBIHl 


Parker Knoll 


ere pi 


Q>usins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


BIRMINGHAM 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 
T: 0121 765 3300 


DUDLEY 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


MANCHESTER 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 
T: 0161 875 4070 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT • LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE *Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500 in store only. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in December 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
Prices in this advert are valid until 20.12.15. Check with stores for availability of ranges available for pre Christmas delivery. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Police in crackdown 
on street begging 

POLICE have launched a crackdown on street begging 
in Cradley Heath following complaints from traders. 

An Anti-Social Behaviour Dispersal Order, which 
gives officers the power to move people on, will be in 
place this weekend in the High Street. 

It is hoped it will put an end to the street begging that 
has been taking outside shops and cash machines in the 
high street. 

Councillor Anne Shackleton, who represents the Cra¬ 
dley Heath and Old Hill ward, explained that shop keep¬ 
ers had contacted her because of the rise in beggars over 
recent weeks. 

She said: “It is putting people off from shopping as it 
can be quite intimidating if they go to use an ATM too. 
It seems to usually be outside Tesco as well. 

“I have been in touch with the police and so far they 
have been incredibly supportive.” 

A West Midlands Police spokesman added: “It is a 
short term measure in response to street begging before 
we look into taking further action.” 

The dispersal order is a flexible power which could be 
used in a range of situations to disperse anti-social indi¬ 
viduals and provide immediate respite. 



Vikki Pearson from Oldbury who has overcome major health problems to set up her own business 


Enterprising mum's 
win is quite an event 


SHE is a busy mother-of-two who 
has battled through more than 30 
operations after being born with a 
debilitating condition. But, unde¬ 
terred, Vikki Pearson set about es¬ 
tablishing her own party planning 
business thanks to the help of the 
Prince’s Trust. 

Now the inspirational 28-year-old 
has been honoured by the charity, 
which named her company among 
the best in the country. 

Mrs Pearson was born with the 
condition hip dysplasia where her 
left pelvis only half formed leading 
to problems with walking. “I’ve had 
great support from everyone. It is 
absolutely fantastic to have been up 
for the award,” said Mrs Pearson 
from Conway Avenue, Oldbury. 

The condition failed to stop her 
working despite her having reg¬ 
ular treatment and operations to 
aid her mobility. Mrs Pearson, who 
had trained as a graphic designer, 
was made redundant in 2009 from 


her job in financial services. And 
after four years trying to find work 
but struggling due to her hip con¬ 
dition and ongoing treatment, she 
saw a TV advert for the Prince’s 
Trust enterprise programme. The 
programme helps people aged from 
18 to 30 with training, support and 
funding to help those with business 
ideas. 

After planning her own wedding 
to partner Daniel, also aged 28, back 
in 2009 and decorating other parties 
she struck on her new career plan. 

She launched the business Vik- 
kilea Event Planning and Design 
with her parents Lisa and Anthony 
Pearson. 

Two years ago she had to go 
through a ‘dragons den’ type panel 
with the Prince’s Trust and was 
successful in being awarded a £2,000 
loan. After starting with just three 
bookings, this rose to 30 in the first 
year and had topped 60 in the last 
12 months. 


QIO CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 



Bleach 

Cleanable 

BERBER 


Balance 

LOOP 

PILE 


£5 


FASHION 

STRIPE 


'£5 


4 and 5 mtr widths I Fantastic Choice of Colours I Fantastic Choice of Colours 



FREE Measures 


choose 


LOWEST 


lOOP^f p"£f/l 
SPECIALS I SAXONY 


4 


WIL 

TONS 


9 



Guaranteed 


FANTASTIC 
CHOICE OF 
WOOD FLOORS 
& LAMINATES 



CHS WALSALL 

Day St Walsall, 
WS2 8El 

01922 621800 


CHS CANNOCK 

Walsall Rd, 
Cannock WS11 OJH 
01543 431321 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

2-3 The Parade 
Cannock Rd, WV10 8PZ 
01902 733366 


STONECROSS 

215 Walsall Rd, Stonecross 
West Bromwich B71 3HS 

0121 588 5904 




CANNOCK & WALSALL STORES ARE OPEN SUNDAY’S 10-4PM web: www.crscannock.com 


Train firm 
to equip 
staff with 
cameras 


TRAIN operator London Midland is equip¬ 
ping its staff with body cameras to crack 
down on anti-social behaviour and persis¬ 
tent fare-dodgers. 

The company, which manages 148 stations and oper¬ 
ates between London Euston, Birmingham and Liverpool, 
hopes the cameras will improve customer service while also 


deterring and detecting anti- 

They are being issued 
to revenue protection and 
security officers based at 
London Midland’s regional 
centres in the West Mid¬ 
lands, Crewe and Milton 
Keynes. It comes in the 
wake of the recent terror 
attacks in Paris and last 
week’s reported terrorist 
stabbing in Leytonstone 
Tube Station in London. 

Previously, body camera 
trials on police officers in 
Wolverhampton and parts 
of Birmingham have proved 
so successful that the force 
now aims to have all re¬ 
sponse officers wearing one 
while on duty by April 2016. 

Changes 

The pilot scheme proved 
that the cameras - worn on 
the chest area of the officer’s 
protective vest and the size 
of a standard smart phone - 
can produce major changes 
in significant areas of the 
job. 

Darren Hanley, London 
Midland’s head of revenue 
protection, prosecutions and 
security said: “There are 
clearly a number of advan¬ 
tages with this initiative. 

“Not only does it act as 


■social behaviour. 

By David Callaghan 

an enhancement to the 
safety of our employees and 
customers, it also plays a 
pivotal role in the evidence 
gathering process when 
taking action against fare 
evaders and those commit¬ 
ting anti-social behaviour, 
or breaching the byelaws 
whilst on our network. The 
evidence gathered from the 
body cameras, which effec¬ 
tively act as mobile CCTV, 
will really help us to secure 
prosecutions against persis¬ 
tent and high-level offend¬ 
ers. This initiative is part of 
London Midland’s commit¬ 
ment to further improve the 
safety and security of our 
people and our passengers.” 

The six-month trial in 
Birmingham covered the 
equivalent of 430 shifts 
and only involved officers 
wearing high visibility stab 
vests. They were not used in 
public order situations, the 
policing of football matches 
or firearms operations. 

They cut the number of 
incidents where force had 
to be used while complaints 
from the public also fell. 


Firm's expansion 
to see more jobs 

A TIPTON business will be revamped and extra jobs creat¬ 
ed after expansion plans were given the green light. 

Plans to expand the Simonswerk UK site in Spring 
Street have been given the go-ahead by Sandwell Council 
planners. The firm applied to add extra floor space to its 
premises and 12 additional car parking spaces. 

A report submitted by the firm stated: “The proposals 
represent a major expansion of the existing works and con¬ 
tinuing investment in Sandwell with increased job pros¬ 
pects. The proposals will transform the overall site with 
thoroughly modern design appearance. It also presents 
an opportunity to build on the skilled labour base locally 
and train more staff in a solid manufacturing base employ¬ 
ment.” Council planners granted permission with three 
conditions - including that the firm makes sure there is 
adequate off-street parking. 
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&G LIQUO 


1 DAY SPECIAL OFFERS Saturday 12th December 2015 Between 12-5 Buffet & Sadlers Ale Tasting 


i GLENMORANGIE 
MALT 


FAMOUS GROUSE•GRANTS WHISKY 



SMIRNOFF 

VODKA 




ABSOLUT 
VODKA BLUE 
BACARDI 




MALIBU 




SOUTHERN 

COMFORT 



BLOSSOM HILL WHITE, 
RED, ROSE ECHO FALLS 


YELLOW TAIL 
MCGUIGAN BLACK LABEL 



HARDY’S VR 
GALLO 
FAMILY VAS 



i ECHO FALLS 
SPARKING 

* ^ SUMMER BERRIES 


CIROC ALL FLAVOURS 
INCLUDING NEW EDITION APPLE 
H H H H H 




CHAMPAGNE 
PAUL 
LANGIER 




BANKS MILD & BITTER 
STRONGBOW) 24 CANS X 
500ml 





CIDER HOUSE 
CIDER 
AVAILABLE 
IN STORE 


Sadler’s Ales 4 bottles 
x 500ml £5.50 


Tasting 
in store 
on day 



CARLING/STI 
FOSTERSCANS 

24X500ML 



334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury B68 9NB 

Tel:0121 552 3270 


FLETCHERS DRINKS 

31 Drew Road, Pedmore, Stourbridge DY9 OUU 


OPENING HOURS Mon-Sat:10.30am-10.30pm Sun:11.00am-10.00 
Limits may apply 


Tel:01384 379508 


OPENING HOURS Mon-Sat 10.00am-9.00pm Sunday 11.00am-9.00pm 
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Office is 
shut for 
revamp 

A COUNCIL office has 
now closed for seven weeks 
as it undergoes a £350,000 
revamp. The Sandwell Lo¬ 
cal office in High Street, 
Princes End, will be ex¬ 
tended so it can house of¬ 
ficers from neighbourhood 
services, adult social care 
and children’s services as 
well as local police. 

Council chiefs said hav¬ 
ing more services together 
running from the centre 
would better meet local 
people’s needs and make 
better use of the building. 

The project is part of a 
council drive to make ser¬ 
vices more local and posi¬ 
tion different services in 
existing buildings to save 
on costs. 

The office will be closed 
until January 25 while 
work is carried out. During 
its closure, the customer 
service reception will be 
operating at Glebefields 
Library in St Mark’s Road, 
Tipton and is open from 
9am to 5pm. 

watercolours 
go on show 

TIPTON artist Martin 
Poole is exhibiting his 
collection of watercolour 
paintings in Dudley town 
centre. 

The body of work by the 
artist is being featured in 
the Artspace premises in 
Birdcage Walk up until 
Thursday December 19. 

The community project’s 
exhibition space is open 
10am to 4pm, Thursday 
and Friday and 11am to 
4pm on Saturdays. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Joshua's 10 reasons to be a 
shining light for Christmas 


HE has battled leukaemia and raised £30,000 
in the process - and now 11-year-old Joshua 
Jackson is today due to be rubbing shoul¬ 
ders with the Prime Minister as he turns on 
the Downing Street Christmas lights. 

His mother Louise Smith, aged 33, will head to 


London with Joshua, who 
winner last year. 

He was first diagnosed 
with leukaemia in 2007 
when he was two years old, 
and underwent chemother¬ 
apy. But he had only been 
in remission for two years 
when the illness had sud¬ 
denly came back. 

He has since been given 
the all-clear and despite a 
gruelling treatment regime 
at Birmingham’s Children’s 
Hospital, the youngster 
combines school and contin¬ 
ues to raise money for where 
he was treated. More than 
£30,000 has been raised 
since Joshua was first diag¬ 
nosed. 

The family live in Bloom¬ 
field Road, Tipton and 
Joshua goes to St Paul’s 
Academy. 

Louise said: “I couldn’t 
believe it when the letter 
was pushed through the 
door. It’s not something 
you get every day and we 
had no idea it was going to 
happen. When I opened it 
it was amazing to get the 
invitation to go to Downing 


was pride of Birmingham 

By David Callaghan 

Street. People having been 
coming up to me outside the 
school saying ‘we can’t be¬ 
lieve you’re going to Down¬ 
ing Street, we’d love to be 
able to go there’. It’s some¬ 
thing that you don’t get a 
chance to do very often. 

“We’re all so proud of 
Josh and how he’s just got 
on with things and I’d like 
to thank the Prime Minister 
for the invitation.” 

She said Josh will be don¬ 
ning his smartest outfit for 
the event on December 10. 
“Josh has got his proper 
suit and tie which he wore 
to the Pride of Birmingham 
so he’ll be wearing that. I 
just need to get something 
sorted for myself.” 

Mr Cameron has previ¬ 
ously named Joshua a point 
of light, an award recog¬ 
nising volunteers for their 
outstanding contribution to 
the community and he will 
now be among guests at the 
Christmas event at No. 10. 



Joshua Jackson, from Bloomfield Road, Tipton, who is switching on the Christmas lights at Downing Street 


Safety in 
mind after 
focus falls 
on Tipton 

THE results are in for the 
Safer 6 campaign’s third 
week, which had a special 
focus on Tipton. Firefight¬ 
ers carried out 111 home 
safety checks across the 
town during and joined 
council neighbourhood 
services officers on a walk¬ 
about in Leasowe Road 
and on the Park estate. 

Two residents were 
warned about fires in gar¬ 
dens. Police, fire and coun¬ 
cil neighbourhood services 
officers carried out speed 
operations in Bloomfield 
Road in Tipton Green and 
Toll End Road in Great 
Bridge. They checked 
more than 400 vehicles and 
stopped 25 in total - 12 for 
speeding, 11 for seatbelts 
not being worn, one for 
a driver using a mobile 
phone and one for having 
no registration plate. 

Police and partners 
spoke to more than 300 
people at cannabis infor¬ 
mation roadshows held 
across Tipton. 

Police executed a drugs 
warrant at Jonah Drive, 
where police seized 49 
plants worth an estimated 
street value of £49,000.Vol¬ 
unteers from Sandwell 
Crime Prevention Panel 
and Neighbourhood Watch 
gave advice at St Paul’s 
Community Centre, Brook 
Street Community Centre 
and Boscobel estate office, 
handing out more than 
70 home safety packs and 
purse bells. 

Police gave talks in 
schools with officers talk¬ 
ing to students about 
safety and anti-social be¬ 
haviour. 



Furniture and electrical goods at 

AMAZING PRICES 


Visit your BHF Furniture & Electrical store at 
4 Cape Hill Retail Park, Smethwick B66 4PH 

for a huge range of pre-owned, vintage and 
new items. 

You can pick up a bargain and help us fight 
back against heart disease. 

Opening times 

Monday to Saturday 0930 -1730 
Sunday 1000 -1600 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 

bhf.org.uk 




© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 















15 



Peter Pan panto is here 
SeePage 17 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


Chuckle time! 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 
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Listings December 11-17 


THE 


FELLOWS 

BAR & GRILL 

Holdens Award Winning Ales 


Friday 11th December 


'BAPCAT5 


THE 

BADCATS 


Friday 18th December 

NOT SO 

ACOUSTIC *JfeAl K 
WHO 


£ 


•in 


;i 


CHRISTMAS EVE PARTY 

MOTOWN 
NORTHERN 
SOUL NIGHT 
DJ Kenny Lee 



NEW YEARS EVE 
DELRAY ROCKETS 

Buffet and live music 



111 . 




£15.00 

Limited tickets available 


20% OFF 

MAIN MEALS 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2016 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

Terms and conditions apply 


For more information call 

01384 243 600 

or check out our website 
www.thefellowsdudley.co.uk 

9 1 The Broadway, 
Castle Hill, Dudley DY1 4QD 


Stereophonies 



Friday, 7.30pm 

Genting Arena, B’ham 

Welsh rockers Stereophonies played a 

16-arena-sell-out tour in 2013 following 

the release of their album Graffiti On 

The Train. And now they’re back for 

more. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Madonna 



Wednesday, 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The Rebel Heart Tour follows the March 
release of the Rebel Heart album, and 
performances at the Grammys and The 
Brits. Stars don’t come any bigger than 
Madge. 

Visit www,barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Ken 

Dodd 



Sunday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, W’ton 

Celebrating 60 years in the business, 
Ken returns to the Civic Hall - one of 
his favourite venues. Even after all this 
time Doddy remains one of Britain’s 
funniest comedians. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Dynamo 



Until Sunday 

Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Dynamo has established himself as 
one of the world’s most loved and 
popular magicians. His five-night 
residency in Birmingham started on 
Wednesday. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Jools Holland & His Rhythm & 
Blues Orchestra 

Thu at 7.30pm - 10pm, £36 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Beat 

Sat at 7pm, £17 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Don Broco 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Kick Up The 80s: 80s Tribute 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 8pm, 

£8 - £9.50 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Overtones 

Fri at 7pm, £21.50 - £38.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Simply Red: Reformed! 2015 
World Tour 

Sun at 6pm, Tue at 6pm, 

£45 - £50 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Clutch - SOLD OUT 

Fri at 7pm, £18 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Madonna: Rebel Heart Tour 

Wed at 8pm, £175 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Bootleg Beatles 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Def Leppard & Whitesnake 

Sat at 6.45pm, £45.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

The Selecter 

Sun at 7pm, £16.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Into The Shadows: Shadows 
Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, £10-£15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Darkness 

Fri at 6pm, £25 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Slaves 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, £13.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Stereophonies 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£33.20 - £48.20 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Slade: Classic Hits 

Thu at 9.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

lain Mackenzie And Georgina 
Jackson: Frank Sinatra: Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£12.50-£37.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Joe Carnall Jnr 

Thu at 7pm - 10pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Talon: Eagles Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Black Star Riders 

Thu at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Cox & Richard Drummie 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Space Hoppers 

Fri at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Wonder Stuff 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Stubble Brothers 

Thu at 12am, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Space 

Fri at 7pm, £14 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Sex Pissed Dolls 

Sun at 7.30pm, £12 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Charlatans 

Sat at 7pm, £27.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 


Fallout 

Fri at 10pm, £3-£5 

The Grapes, Stafford 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Club Berlin 

Sat at 8pm 

Knight’s Quest, Rowley Regis 
B65 0EE. Call 0121 561 5599 

The Beatles tribute Help! 

Sat at 8pm, £6/£8 
Arena Aldridge, 

Walsall, WS9 8QR. 

Call 0844 884 2920 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Arthur Doherty Band 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Kieran Halpin 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Luna Rossa 

Sun at 7.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Live And Picking 

Thu at 7.30pm, £5 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

The Urban Voodoo Machine 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

JAZZ. SOUL & BLUES 

Sam Coombes Trio 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Jersey Boys 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Delray Rockets 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Tim Jenks - ‘Realms of Glory’ 

Sun at 7.30pm 

Holy Trinity Church, Heath 

Town, Wolverhampton. 

Call 01902 754487 

Tim Jenks - Unplugged 

Wed at 8pm 
Claregate Pub, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV6 9ED. 

Call 01902 754761 


Wabash Jazz Four 

Sun at 1pm 

Albrighton Sports and Social 
Club, WV7 3QT. 

Call 01902 756158 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

The Birmingham Canoldir 
Male Choir Spirit Of Christmas 

Thu at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Andre Rieu And The Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 

Wed at 7pm, 

£45.70-£105.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Christmas With The Salvation 
Army 

Sun at 2.30pm, 6pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Christmas Carol Concerts 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Metropolitan Brass Quintet 

Sat at 10.30am, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

So This Is Christmas 

Wed at 8pm - 10.30pm, 

£21 - £26 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Ukulele Orchestra Of Great 
Britain 

Mon at 7.30pm, £24 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Only Men Aloud 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£27.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

The Nutcracker 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 22.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1pm, 

£19-£56 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Beyond The Barricade 

Sat at 12am, £19.50 - £21.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Sat 
at 2pm, Mon at 2.30pm, Tue 
at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Wed at 
2.30pm, Thu at 10.15am, 2.30pm, 
£7.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 


The Singular Exploits Of 
Sherlock Holmes 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
Stafford, ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Sat at 2.30pm, 6.30pm, Mon 
at 10.30am, 1.30pm, Tue at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Wed at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Thu at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

That’ll Be The Day Christmas 
Show 2015 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, £25 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Andy Williams’ Christmas 
Spectacular Starring 
The Osmonds 

Thu at 7.30pm, £27.50 - £150 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Pan 

Sat at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 

Sun at 2pm, 6pm, 

Tue - Thu at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 
£17-£31.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Dynamo 

Until Sun, times vary 
33.20 - £99.70 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Hairspray 

Mon - Thu at 7pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

COMEDY 

Paddy McGuinness: 

Daddy McGuinness 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17.50-£36 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Ken Dodd: The Happiness 
Show 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tom Stade: You’re Welcome! 

Wed at 8pm, £16.50 - £18.70 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

TALKS 

Dr John Cooper Clarke 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

£16.50-£26.95 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 17 


It’s panto time, 
from Smee to you 



Get ready for a Chuckle or two — The Chuckle Brothers with John Altman as Captain Hook and Ross Carpenter as Peter Pan 


PANTOMIME season is here, oh yes 
it is, with Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre’s swashbuckling panto Peter 
Pan opening on Saturday and run¬ 
ning until January 24. 

Produced by Qdos Entertainment, 
the world’s biggest panto producer, 
this year’s Christmas show stars fam¬ 
ily favourites The Chuckle Brothers 
as Paul and Barry Smee, EastEnders 
actor John Altman as Captain Hook, 
Coronation Street’s Lucy Evans as 


Tinkerbell and newcomer Ross Car¬ 
penter as Peter Pan. 

Showbiz veterans Paul and Barry 
Elliott, real life brothers better 
known to millions as The Chuckle 
Brothers, are regular favourites at 
Wolverhampton, performing at the 
Grand Theatre every year as part of 
the UK tours. It has been 22 years 
since Paul and Barry were last at the 
Grand for a panto season. 

In 1993 they played the Henchmen 


in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
alongside Linda Lusardi and Stu 
Francis. 

John Altman is best known as 
‘Nasty’ Nick Cotton in EastEnders 
and was among the show’s original 
cast in 1985. Lucy Evans played the 
role of Lauren Wilson in long-running 
ITV soap Coronation Street. 

Tickets can be booked by calling 
01902 42 92 12 or online at the www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk website. 



Back to the 60s 
with Hairspray 


WELCOME to the 60s when the cast of Hairspray lacquer 
up their beehives and quiffs for a soul-singing and dancing 
alternative to panto in the West Midlands this festive season. 

Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre will play host to the 
musical which will star Benidorm favourite Tony Maudsley 
in a frock as Edna Turnblad, a role played by John Travolta 
in the movie version of the show. 

Hairspray is being performed 22 times at the venue from 
December 14 to January 2 as part of a national tour. Set 
in 1962 Baltimore, Hairspray tells the story of high school 
student Tracy and her dreams to dance her way on to na¬ 
tional TV and break the colour bar that stops black and white 
youngsters dancing together. Freya Sutton will play Tracy, 
for which she won acclaim during the show’s UK tour in 2013. 

Tony Maudsley is best known as hairdresser Kenneth in 
the Costa Del Sol-set TV comedy series and can also be seen 
in The Job Lot. Ex-Blue Peter presenter Peter Duncan will 
play Edna’s ever-loving husband Wilbur and Liverpudlian ac¬ 
tress Claire Sweeney will be play villainous Velma Von Tussle 
with X Factor star Brenda Edwards as Motormouth Maybelle 

General manager of the New Alexandra Theatre, Andrew 
Lister, said: “We always feel we have a unique offering here 
at the venue for the festive period and this year is no excep¬ 
tion.” 

Hairspray won eight Tony Awards on Broadway and had 
a hit run in the West End where the Ednas included Michael 
Ball, Phil Jupitus and Brian Conley. 


Merry times with 
festive laughter 

LAUGH your way into the sea¬ 
son with veteran comic Ken 
Dodd celebrating 60 years in 
showbiz with his Laughter Show 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on Sunday. Don’t anticipate an 
early night as the Liverpudlian 
comedian has a reputation for 
giving plenty of value for money. 

Ed Byrne is at the Wulfrun 
Hall tonight (Thu), the same 
night that Mock The Week 
regular Andy Parsons is at Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall. Paddy 
McGuiness talks about father¬ 
hood in his Daddy McGuinness 
show at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Saturday. Canadian co¬ 
median Tom Stade, who used to 
live in the Black Country, is at 
the Wulfrun Hall on Wednesday. 


String along for a 
plucky performance 

THE Ukulele Orchestra of 
Great Britain celebrate 30 
Plucking Years at Birming¬ 
ham’s Symphony Hall on Mon¬ 
day. Expect a fun time with 
eight ukuleles, 16 hands and 
32 strings, and one happy au¬ 
dience. 

There’s an audience with the 
Bard of Salford when punk poet 
John Cooper Clarke brings his 
sharp wit to the Wulfrun Hall 
on Sunday. 

On Monday vocal group Only 
Men Aloud present their Christ¬ 
mas show at Birmingham Town 
Hall. Jools Holland and his 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra 
have sold out their December 17 
gig at the Symphony Hall. 


Easy listening stars 
are out and about 

KING of the waltz, Dutch vio¬ 
linist Andre Rieu brings his Jo¬ 
hann Strauss Orchestra to the 
Genting Arena on Wednesday. 

It’s Christmas Party time 
with The Overtones at Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, to¬ 
morrow (Fri) and the Sinatra 
Centenary concert is at the same 
venue on Saturday. Christmas 
with The Neales at Birmingham 
Town Hall is a Sunday home 
date for the family group from 
Britain’s Got Talent. Merrill, 
Jay and Jimmy Osmond recre¬ 
ate the cosy magic of The Andy 
Williams Christmas Special, the 
US TV show that made their 
name, at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Thursday, December 17. 
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DRESS CODE. 


PACK 


Great Bar...Great Food 
& Great Entertainment 


THURSDAY IS ST ARM AKERS KARAOKE L/V 

^ FRIDAY 1 1TH DECEMBER 

DAVE GOLDING M 

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

1 CLUB BERLIN W 

.1 SUNDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

STARMAKERS SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE PARTY 

MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE ON MONDAY NIGHT , 

► TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER 

* TUESDAY IT'S...PREDATORS KARAOKE 

f WEDNESDAY 16TH DECEMBER £ 

^ MR CHAD WHITE 

^ THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER C* 

-^THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRIDAY 1 8TH DECEMBER 

ROBBIE WILLIAMS TRIBUTE * 


_ # ^ We also serve 

is Only am? 

i r v (jmb 


Mon-Thurs :4l 2.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 


CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM *=" 

tuuifcfcer 


TY ROOMS 


per person 


f £13 

RESTAURANT per person 


£25.00 

’ y' per person 




■ CCALL 0870 840 7411 


CLICK: lovethedogschristmas.co.uK 


ALL PRE-BOOKED PACKAGES INCLUDE £7 ADMISSION AND RACE CARD. 





DQMEi(5@ir 


. »• 




DAY CARVERY 

^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCT ION ROOM FOR... 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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travel 



Plenty of grandeur - sit back and admire The Lawns main dining area The lobster dish that helped win Mat regional chef title Prosecco anyone? Staff will bring you some bubbly to go with your bubbles 



The very Parisienne chic decor is perfect for a girls’ getaway 


This festive treat is a real feast and 
it's just too, too good to wait for 


CHRISTMAS. Yes. It’s well and 
truly hurtling towards us and with 
it comes the frantic shopping 
trips and hopes for weather to 
produce that special ambiance 
only a sprinkling of snow can 
create. Fingers crossed. 

As unpredictable as the British 
weather may be, Thornton Hall’s spa 
is one place you are guaranteed the 
white stuff whatever the forecast, al¬ 
beit in a small corner of Cheshire with 
the UK’s only snow cave. 

You can’t exactly build a snowman, but 
fresh powder on your body after a blast in 
the sauna certainly invigorates the senses - 
be sure to wear flip flops as due to the chilly 
floor you’ll end up showing off your best 
Happy Feet penguin impression to people 


By Maria Bagnall 

looking much cooler than you. Roughly 60 
miles from Wolverhampton in The Wirral, 
the four-star Thornton Hall hotel is within 
easy reach and an ideal place to base your¬ 
self for some festive down time or, as the 
season demands, stocking up on gifts as it’s 
just five minutes from designer shopping 
outlet Cheshire Oaks. 

Extensive 

But there is much, much more to Thorn¬ 
ton Hall than its snow cave, extensive gym, 
spa and outdoor hot tub area where staff 
bring you Prosecco to wash down your 
strawberries. 

The real treat is in the Lawns Restaurant 
where its three AA Rosettes for fine dining 
has attracted an exemplary team to dish up 
a sublime selection of dishes ranging from 


lobster to lamb and a magnificent cheese 
board with around 40 deliciously whiffy 
options. 

As one of eight regional finalists for the 
Great British Menu last year, you’d expect 
something pretty special from chef Matt 
Worswick’s menu and it doesn’t disappoint. 

A hot spot for the regions’ finest dining, 
there are various options to chose from, but 
as a huge fan of the series it was an unmiss¬ 
able opportunity to tuck into the very same 
tasty tidbits those lucky judges enjoyed in 
the finals with the four-course tasting menu 
and wine to accompany each course - who 
could resist? 

Fellow diners are supposed to have the 
same menu but with so many options my 
partner chose from the main menu, giving 
us a good cross section of dishes. 

Describing courses individually would 
turn this review into a Lord of the Rings 


style epic series. Suffice to say each dish 
was imaginative, presented with perfection 
containing balanced flavours. I found the 
whole experience right up my street from 
the 36-page wine list, a great selection of 
gins like the Botanist and Hendricks, to 
views of open countryside from the out¬ 
door hot tubs, an exemplary team of staff 
throughout the hotel. 

Even the bar ladies who served up zingy 
lemon sherbet cocktails in the opulent bar 
with metallic low lights, rich embroidered 
fabrics and cool retro furniture left me a bit 
lost for words. 

But one thing’s for sure, Thornton Hall is 
a feast for the senses in every sense of the 
word and deserving of its exemplary repu¬ 
tation. I’ll definitely be heading back...and 
won’t be waiting until next winter. 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 12 


CHOICE 



Rita Ora 


The X Factor 
(ITV, 8pm) 

The three finalists assemble for 
the first of this weekend’s live 
Grand Final shows. Weeks of 
lively auditions, gruelling boot 
camps and nerve-jangling live 
shows come to a head over the 
next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, 
as judges Simon Cowell, Rita 
Ora, Cheryl Fernandez-Versini 
and Nick Grimshaw are once 
again called upon to deliver 
their verdict on each act’s 
singing prowess. The act with 
the lowest public-vote figures 
will face an early exit from the 
contest. Naturally, the stakes 
are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide moral support. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Lewis Flamilton: Making Flistory - FI 
2015 Review. 2.00 Bargain Flunt. (R) 
3.00 Film: Toy Story. (1995) Pixar 
animated adventure, with the voice of 
Tom Flanks. 4.15 Final Score. 5.15 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.45 BBC 
News. 5.55 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Louis 
Theroux, Nancy Strang, Michael 
Underwood, Angellica Bell, Calum 
Best, Angie Best, Gary Lineker and 
Harry Lineker take part in a family- 
themed edition of the quiz. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. Only five 
couples remain as the pro¬ 
celebrity dancing contest reaches 
the semi-finals, and with a shot at 
a place in the final on the line, the 
challenge is increased to match 
the stakes. This week, Craig Revel 
Horwood, Bruno Tonioli, Len 
Goodman and Darcey Bussell have 
challenged the contestants to 
master two routines, Latin and 
Ballroom, with the judges 
providing their verdict after each 
performance. Once the stars have 
had both their turns on the dance¬ 
floor, the lines will be opened for 
viewers to cast their votes. 
Tomorrow, the bottom two 
couples will be asked to take part 
in a nerve-racking dance-off, 
which will ultimately determine 
which of them will not be claiming 
a place in the grand final next 
weekend. 

8.30 Casualty. Connie refuses to let her 
personal life interfere with her 
duties as clinical lead, but in doing 
so, she ends up dismissing 
Jacob’s concerns about a very real 
problem. 

9.20 The National Lottery Live. Ore 

Oduba presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys Christmas 
Special. Mrs Brown tries to work 
out what is inside a parcel 
addressed to Cathy and discovers 
Rory is planning to have plastic 
surgery. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents; National Lottery Update. 

11.40The Apprentice. (R) 

12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Anything But Christmas. (2012) 
8.25 Film: Ray Harryhausen: Special 
Effects Titan. (2011) 10.00 Animal Park. 
(R) 10.30 Kangaroo Dundee. (R) 11.00 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 11.30 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 12.00 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 12.45 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 1.30 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 2.15 Len and Ainsley’s 
Big Food Adventure. (R) 3.00 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 3.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 Flog It! 
5.15 Euro 2016 Draw. Live coverage 
from Paris. 

6.30 The Great Pottery Throw Down. 

The four remaining potters 
compete in the final with Kate 
Malone and Keith Brymer Jones 
presenting them with their most 
technically demanding challenge 
in the Main Make when they have 
to make an original 12-piece tea 
set out of porcelain. For their Spot 
Test, they must cut intricate and 
decorative designs into leather 
hard porcelain using a technique 
known as “the devil’s work”, and 
for the Throw Down they have just 
20 minutes to make three high¬ 
shouldered jugs - one of the 
hardest shapes to throw at the 
wheel. Last in the series. (R) 

7.30 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Michelle Dockery 
narrates an exploration of the 
Ryukyu Islands in south-west 
Japan, revealing unexpected 
stories of isolation, unique wildlife 
and unsolved mysteries. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring sets up 
an observation post in the local 
lighthouse and annoys the ARP 
wardens by flooding the whole 
town with light during an air raid. 

(R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Jimmy Carr, Aisling Bea 
and Danny Bhoy compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies, as question master 
Stephen Fry muddles through the 
middle show of the middle series. 

9.45 T0TP2: Christmas 2015. 
Christmas-themed hits from the 
archive, including songs by Tom 
Jones, Adele, Wizzard, Slade, 
Wham, Jona Lewie, the Pogues 
and Kirsty MacColl, Shakin’ 
Stevens, Pulp and Cilia Black. 

10.45 Film: The Prestige. (2006) 

12.50 Film: The Winslow Boy. (1999) 

2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1 .40 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.40 Film: 
The Polar Express. (2004) 4.30 Doc 
Martin. (R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 Catchphrase Celebrity 
Special. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Jimi Mistry, Gemma Atkinson, 
Nadia Sawalha and James Cosmo 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work together to 
tackle quiz genius the Chaser and 
secure a cash prize for charity. 

Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. The three finalists 
assemble for the first of this 
weekend’s live Grand Final shows. 
Weeks of lively auditions, gruelling 
boot camps and nerve-jangling 
live shows come to a head over 
the next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, as 
judges Simon Cowell, Rita Ora, 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini and Nick 
Grimshaw are once again called 
upon to deliver their verdict on 
each act’s singing prowess. The 
act with the lowest public-vote 
figures will face an early exit from 
the contest this evening, bowing 
out in third place. Naturally, the 
stakes are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide some much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 

By the end of tomorrow evening, 
one of the two remaining acts will 
claim their place in the spotlight as 
this year’s winner. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: Burt 
Reynolds. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Anglesey Sandman 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Cheltenham and Doncaster. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Fun-loving 
salesman Charlie Spiteri hosts the 
final festive dinner party in south¬ 
east London, hoping to impress 
his guests with a three-bird roast 
and a snow machine. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Weather conditions that cause fish 
to be washed ashore in India and 
draws sharks to the coast of 
Brisbane. Plus, an unusually heavy 
snowfall in Tucson, Arizona and 
strange circles in the Namibian 
desert, as well as footage of 
hailstorms, lightning and thunder 
storms. 

8.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
follows software executive Andy 
and garden designer Nicki, who 
are planning to build a “floating” 
house on the Thames, which 
would be the first of its kind in the 
UK. (R) 

9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Premiere. 
Former CIA agent Frank Moses 
reunites his squad of retired 
operatives for a vital mission. A 
devastatingly powerful new 
weapon has been stolen, and it 
falls to Frank’s team to retrieve it - 
which means facing lethal 
assassins, terrorists and corrupt 
government officials out to steal 
the device. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Bruce Willis, Helen Mirren 
and John Malkovich. 

11.15TFI Friday. Martin Freeman, Idris 
Elba, Paul Heaton and Jacqui 
Abbott, James Bay, Rita Ora and 
Sigma join Chris Evans for the 
entertainment show mixing music 
and chat with stunts and skits. (R) 
12.20 Adam Hills: Happyism Live. (R) 

1.15 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.10 
Fargo. (R) 3.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.30 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 5.40 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 
11.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 1.20 
Film: The Perfect Holiday. (2007) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring 
Morris Chestnut and Gabrielle Union. 
3.10 Film: The Nine Lives of Christmas. 
(2014) Premiere. Romantic comedy, 
starring Brandon Routh and Kimberly 
Sustad. 4.55 Film: Once Upon a 
Christmas. (2000) Premiere. Family 
drama, starring Kathy Ireland. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
7.05 Police Interceptors. An officer 
tackles a drunken youth in a 
domestic dispute, a speeding 
motorist causes chaos after 
crashing into a gas main, and 
Doug gets to grips with a burglar. 

(R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

the final episode of the series, 
Stewart and Ian head to 
Nottingham to recover a debt of 
nearly £3,000 in unpaid rent. In 
East London, Paul and Phil head to 
a flat expecting a routine eviction, 
but get more than they bargained 
for when they find dodgy wiring, 
illegal substances, and two men 
sleeping in squalid conditions. 
Meanwhile, Stewart and Victor 
hunt down one of their biggest 
debts of the year - £66,000 owed 
by a businessman. Finally, in West 
London, Steve and Ben try to evict 
a tenant who has broken the terms 
of her lease, but suspect a 
subletting scam when they find 
that the three-bedroom semi has 
been converted into tiny bedsits. 
Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, including 
Hull City v Bolton Wanderers at the 
KC Stadium and Middlesbrough v 
Birmingham City at the Riverside 
in the Championship. Plus, all the 
goals from League One and 
League Two, a round-up of the 
main talking points, and interviews 
with a selection of players and 
managers. 

10.25The Definitive History of Star 
Wars. (R) 

11.25 How Star Wars Changed the 
World. (R) 

12.25 The Gadget Show Christmas 
Special. (R) 1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Crackers About Christmas. (R) 4.00 
Kids’ Hospital at Christmas. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Live at the Apollo 9.30 Film: 8 Mile 
(2002) 11.15 Family Guy 1.50 Josh 2.20 
Asian Provocateur 2.50 Great Movie 
Mistakes III: Not in 3D 3.00 Together 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Jeff 
Lynne’s ELO in Concert 12.00 Mr Blue 
Sky: The Story of Jeff Lynne and ELO 

I. 00 Top of the Pops: 1 980 1.40 
Rollermania: Britain’s Biggest Boy Band 
2.40 T0TP2: Boy Bands 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

II. 35TheXtraFactor12.35 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! Coming 
Out 1.40 Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas 

2.40 Scorpion 3.35 You’ve Been Framed 
at Christmas! 4.35 Take Me Out Celebrity 
Christmas Special 5.45 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

7.40 Film: Back to the Future Part III 
(1990) 10.05 The Xtra Factor 11.05 
Celebrity Juice Christmas Special 12.05 
Release The Hounds: Jingle Hell I1 1.05 
Viral Tap 1.40 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.30 Animal Practice 

2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 Rosemary & Thyme 12.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 2.55 A Touch of Frost 
4.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Lewis 12.05 A Touch of Frost 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

2.35 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 
5.00 The Car Chasers 6.00 Fifth Gear 
7.00 Storage Wars: New York 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 
11.05 Film: The Quest (1996) 1.00 Film: 
The Sentinel (2006) 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.05 Melissa & Joey 3.00 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Film: City of Ember (2008) 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Paul (2011) 
11.05 Gogglebox 1.15 The Inbetweeners 
2.20 The IT Crowd 3.15 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 The Dark Crystal (1982) 2.50 The 
Rugrats Movie (1999) 4.25 Earthquake 
(1974) 6.50 Field of Dreams (1989) 9.00 
Insidious: Chapter 2 (2013) 11.10 
Shutter Island (2010) 1.35 The Keep 
(1983) 3.35 Close 



Changes to your 
Christmas bin collection 



Your usual collection date 


Wednesday 23 December 


Thursday 24 December 


Friday 25 December 


Monday 28 December 


Tuesday 29 December 


Wednesday 30 December 


Thursday 31 December 


Friday 1 January 


Christmas collection date 


No change - ' 


No change I ^ 


Monday 28 December 


Tuesday 29 December 


Wednesday 30 December 


Thursday 31 December i 


Saturday 2 January —— 


Sunday 3 January 


There will be no garden waste collections between 
Monday 21 December and Friday 1 January 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/binday 




The tip in Oldbury will be closed 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day 

Opening times can be found at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/tip 

If you would like FREE text updates 
to your mobile about the bin service, 
please text your postcode only to 
07860 019 200 


Sandwell sefCO 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


* All collections will return to normal from Monday 4 January 2016 + 
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thefastticket SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 13 


CHOICE 



Tim Peake 


Horizon: Tim Peake Special 
- How to Be an Astronaut 
(BBC2,8pm) 

Tim Peake is a European Space 
Agency astronaut who has been 
preparing for blast-off for two 
years. The former British Army 
Ai r Corps officer has spent that 
period being followed by a BBC 
camera crew who, if the 
resulting documentary is 
anything to go by, appear to have 
recorded his every moment. 
Peake also narrates the 
programme, offering enthralling 
insights into what it is to put your 
life on the line so you can journey 
into space. He also introduces 
us to his fellow mission crew 
members, Nasa’sTim Kopra 
and Roscosmos cosmonaut Yuri 
Malenchenko, who have both 
flown before and have 
experienced spacewalks while 
working on the construction of 
the Space Station. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Lord Ashdown. 11.00 

Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 

Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 

Saving the Forgotten Jews. 1.45 Lifeline. 

I. 55 Flog It! (R) 2.45 Film: Toy Story 2. 

(1999) 4.15 Songs of Praise. 4.50 The 

Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Matt Baker explore the Dark Peak 
and the White Peak in Derbyshire, 
visiting the caverns made by the 
erosion from rainwater and going 
in search of England’s only 
population of mountain hares. 
Sean Fletcher reports on the 
renovation of Haddon Hall, Adam 
Henson presents a look at the 
history of tractors, and Tom Heap 
discovers how wild boar have 
returned to the Forest of Dean. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. The five remaining 
couples gather for one last 
elimination show, as the least 
successful couples face a dance- 
off. Plus, Kylie Minogue performs 
with the professional dancers. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
episodes from Balmoral, where 
she takes a tour of the grounds in 
a 1953 land rover and watches 
archive footage of the royal family. 
Valuables brought in to be viewed 
include a collection of medals 
from both World Wars presented 
to a man who also rescued 
survivors from the Titanic, an art 
nouveau mirror and a 16th- 
century bottle that survived being 
unearthed by a digger. 

9.00 The Hunt. Efforts to protect 

endangered predators, looking at 
the precarious future for species 
on five continents, including lions, 
tigers, polar bears and blue 
whales. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents action from 
today’s Premier League matches. 

II. 40 Citizen Khan. As Mr Khan enters 

the Great Sparkhill Bake Off, Mrs 
Khan worries that Alia’s new 
boyfriend sounds too rough. (R) 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.45 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 
Countryfile. (R) 8.45 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at Christmas. 
(R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Film: 
Jason and the Argonauts. (1963) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Todd Armstrong. 

2.45 Family Finders. (R) 3.15 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 4.15 Athletics: 
European Cross Country Highlights. 5.20 
Film: Nativity! (2009) Comedy, starring 
Martin Freeman. 

7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. TV 

chef Ainsley Harriott and presenter 
Anne Diamond take on the 
antiques-hunting challenge. 
Travelling in and around London 
on their search for auction-worthy 
items, Anne finds out why Britain 
became a nation of tea-lovers and 
Ainsley learns about the world’s 
first celebrity chef. (R) 

8.00 Horizon: Tim Peake Special - 
How to Be an Astronaut. A video 
diary filmed over two years by Tim 
Peake, who will become the first 
British astronaut to board the 
International Space Station on 15 
December. His personal footage 
details some of the risks and 
pressures he faces, as well as the 
rigorous training required to go 
into space, including replicating 
spacewalks and training to deal 
with the physical dangers of 
weighlessness, undergoing 
exercises in the Soyuz capsule and 
space station mockups, and 
preparing to spend time away 
from his wife and two sons. 

9.00 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. Monty Don concludes the 
series by exploring how gardening 
has developed over the past 100 
years, and how horticulture has 
become a key part of Britain’s 
economy. Last in the series. 

10.00 Professor Green: Suicide and Me. 
The rapper explores the 
circumstances surrounding his 
father’s suicide and investigates 
why suicide is the biggest killer of 
males under the age of 45 in 
Britain. Previously shown on BBC3. 
11.00 Film: Seven Years in Tibet. 

(1997) Fact-based drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and David Thewlis. 

1.10 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.05 
Holby City. (R) 3.05 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 3.50 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 Marvel 
Super Heroes: Maximum Overload. (R) 
9.00 Jessie. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 

(R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
ITV News; Weather. 12.40 Film: Evil 
Under the Sun. (1982) Mystery, starring 
Peter Ustinov. 3.00 The X Factor. (R) 

5.00 Film: The Scorpion King. (2002) 
Fantasy action adventure, starring 
Dwayne Johnson. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Part two of two. 
Robert goes in search of his 
former ally, the vigilante Spring 
Heeled Jack, and the mysterious 
parasite that has taken control of 
him. However, the creature 
abandons its host and take over 
Ravi, who now faces either a 
painful death when it is finished 
with him or being killed by MIO 
agents in an attempt to destroy the 
infection. Robert tries to find a way 
to save his brother, while also 
using the parasite as bait to lure 
Bulstrode into a trap and rid 
himself of MIO once and for all. 
8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs host the climax of the 
singing contest from the SSE 
Arena, Wembley. A host of special 
guests will be appearing on stage 
before the results of the viewers’ 
votes are tallied up and this year’s 
winner is announced. The 
performer in question will get to 
record this year’s X Factor single - 
a cover version of Bob Dylan’s 
classic song Forever Young. Last 
in the series. 

10.00The World According to Kenny 
Everett. Profile of the comedian 
and DJ, featuring classic clips 
from his TV shows, never-before- 
seen archive footage, and and 
contributions from family, friends 
and colleagues. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 Beat 
the Sun 2015. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Film: 
Marley and Me. (2008) Comedy drama 
based on journalist John Grogan’s 
account of life with a mischievous golden 
Labrador he bought for his wife. Starring 
Owen Wilson, Jennifer Aniston and 
Kathleen Turner. 5.20 Film: Aladdin. 

(1992) A street urchin happens across a 
magical lamp, home to a genie with the 
ability to grant wishes. Disney animated 
adventure, with the voices of Robin 
Williams and Scott Weinger. 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2015. 
Documentary featuring footage of 
unusual weather conditions in the 
past year shot by members of the 
public, including freak hailstorms, 

113mph winds, deadly lightning 
strikes and even a tornado. The 
programme includes interviews 
with those involved, including 
tanker pilots, mountain rescue 
teams, weather watchers and 
hikers. 

9.00 Homeland. Allison is placed under 
interrogation, and Carrie and 
Astrid decide to search for Quinn. 
Thriller following a team of CIA 
agents, starring Claire Danes and 
Miranda Otto. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: Mama. (2013) A couple take 
in two orphans left alone in the 
woods, unaware a supernatural 
force is watching over the children. 
Horror, starring Jessica Chastain 
and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

12.55 Grand Designs Australia. Peter 
Maddison meets couple Jason Bretell 
and Jennifer Pancari, as they set about 
restoring a 150-year-old cottage in the 
Melbourne suburb of Williamstown. (R) 

1.45 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 
Featuring a vintage-stall owner who has 
filled sheds, a gazebo and much of her 
house with her hoard, and a woman 
whose home has not had a deep clean in 
12 years. (R) 2.40 Four in a Bed. (R) 

5.05 Location, Location, Location. 

Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer revisit 
Matt Rushworth, who wanted to settle 
down in Windsor. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 8.00 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.40 
LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.35 Film: The Christmas 
Shepherd. (2014) Drama, starring Teri 
Polo. 2.20 Film: Meet the Santas. (2005) 
Fantasy comedy sequel, with Steve 
Guttenberg. 4.05 Film: Mrs Miracle 2: 
Miracle in Manhattan. (2010) Family 
drama sequel, starring Doris Roberts. 
6.00 Film: A Country Christmas Story. 
(2013) Premiere. A teenager from 
the Appalachian mountains 
dreams of being a country singer, 
but her mother does not approve 
of her ambitions. She defies her 
family to take part in a concert 
organised by Dolly Parton at her 
theme park, and the journey opens 
her eyes to the history of country 
music. Musical, starring Desiree 
Ross and Megyn Price, with 
Parton as herself. 

7.35 Film: Scrooge. (1970) Hard¬ 
hearted Victorian miser Ebenezer 
Scrooge refuses to join in with the 
spirit of the festive season - until a 
succession of spectral visitors turn 
up to teach him the error of his 
ways. Musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ classic A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney, Alec Guinness, Kenneth 
More, Edith Evans and Paddy 
Stone. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Film: The Blind Side. (2009) 
Premiere. A couple take in a 
homeless teenager and help him 
fund his education and train to be 
an American football player. Fact- 
based drama, with Sandra Bullock 
and Quinton Aaron. 

12.30 Who Killed Santa: True Crimes. A 
homeless man is murdered. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Danger: Teen Bingers. Young people who 
are obese. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. Aflat 
in Kensal Green, west London. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Film: Enemy of the State (1998) 
11.05 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.10 Family Guy 12.30 Josh 1.00 Rent 
a Cop 1.30 Siblings 3.00 Together 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Blood and Gold: The Making of 
Spain with Simon Sebag Montefiore 8.00 
Ballrooms and Ballerinas: Dance at the 
BBC 9.00 Dance Rebels: A Story of 
Modern Dance 10.30 Film: Easy Money 
11(2012)12.05 Storyville: Russia’s 
Toughest Prison - The Condemned 1.25 
Treasures of the Anglo-Saxons 2.25 The 
Mary Rose: ATimewatch Guide 3.25 
Close 
ITV2 

11.15 The X Factor 1.20 The Xtra Factor 
2.20 Merry Christmas Mr Bean 2.55 
Film: Ella Enchanted (2004)4.50 
Catchphrase Christmas Special 5.50 
Film: Peter Pan (2003) 8.00 Film: The 
Nutty Professor (1996) 10.00 The Xtra 
Factor 11.00 Film: Keith Lemon: The 
Film (2012) 12.50 Viral Tap 1.30 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 1.55 
Animal Practice 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 2.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders: Ghosts of Christmas Past 7.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Midsomer Murders 12.05 
Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 2.25 Wycliffe 3.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

3.05 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 
4.45 Film: Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 7.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00 Football 
Dream Debuts 9.00 Film: The Day of the 
Jackal (1973) 11.55 Film: Quadrophenia 
(1979) 2.20 Pawn Stars 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events (2004) 2.35 
Rude(ish) Tube 3.00 Couples Come Dine 
with Me 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 
Film: Twilight (2008) 9.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 10.30 The Inbetweeners 11.35 
The IT Crowd 12.40 First Dates 1.40 
Gogglebox 2.40 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

11.00 Love Story (1970) 1.00 Pom Poko 
(1994) 3.35 King Kong (1976) 6.25 A 
Knight’s Tale (2001) 9.00 Taken 2 (2012) 
10.50 Repo Men (2010) 1.00 Copycat 
(1995) 3.30 Close 




Christmas Trading 


New 

Maiket Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday 20th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2015 

West Bromwich High St Market 

- Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 20th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2015 . 


:y 


Oldbury 
Maiket, 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 
Mondays,Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 
Up to Christmas (including 
Christmas Eve) 

Closed 28th December. 
2015 




r _ 





*Extra trading days subject to traders demand 


Traders and Staff would like to wish all customers ■ ■ 3gpj(jy\/0|| 

a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! H Metropolitan Borough Council 


MAY YOUR FITNESS 
BE WITH YOU THIS 

PARTY SEASON! 


Join online between 

1st - 13th December 
and pay nothing 
until January 2016! 


GYM 



Terms & Conditions 

New members only, customers must ngMlave cancelled during December to receive the payment. If cancelled within 14 days all usage 
will be charged. Offer only available dhline. All ONE Card terms and conditions apply. Direct debits will commence on 1st January 2016, 
minimum of 3 direct debit^^^^ 

■ fny u 

SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 £~ ndwe „ I 

Award winning services supporting Sandwell’s scorecard | 
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FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Christmas Switch, Channel 5,3.45pm 

Premiere. A hustler begins to rethink his outlook on life 
when he agrees to magically swap bodies with a 
dying man at Christmas. Fantasy, starring Brian 
Krause and Cedric Smith. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Mr Miracle, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A trainee guardian angel is sent to Earth to help 
people, but quickly finds he has a lot to learn about 
human behaviour. Undaunted, he chooses as his first 
assignment a woman whose father has recently died, 
making a bumbling attempt to boost her confidence so 
she can make a fresh start. Fantasy comedy, starring 
Rob Morrow and Britt Irvin. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Star for Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A baker’s life is thrown into chaos by a recent break¬ 
up and her co-worker leaving her to cope alone 
during a busy period. Things look up when she falls in 
love with a handsome customer, but does not realise 
he is a movie star in town to shoot a film. Meanwhile, 
her ex-boyfriend is less than happy about her new 
romance. Drama, starring Briana Evigan. (2012) 



THURSDAY 

Christmas Wishes, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A teacher at a boarding school agrees to look after 
troubled students who are unable to go home for the 
Christmas holidays. His career is threatened when a 
pupil vandalises a beloved local tree where people 
can leave their handwritten wishes, but he rallies the 
townsfolk to repair the damage. Family drama, starring 
Jason Gedrick and Richard Harmon. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Al: Artificial Intelligence, BBC2,11.05pm 

A highly advanced robotic boy is created with one 
purpose - to love his owner as a parent. When he is 
rejected by his “mother’, he is left to roam the bleak 
landscapes of a futuristic America with a fellow 
android, searching for a means of becoming a real 
boy in the hope of regaining her love. Steven 
Spielberg’s sci-fi drama, starring Haley Joel Osment, 
Jude Law, William Hurt and Frances O’Connor. (2001) 


Luther is looking to 
find the missing link 


I t's the summer of 2013 and millions 
of viewers have tried to catch their 
breath after one of the scariest 
scenes in TV history. 

An episode of Luther boasted a 
tension-filled set up, and as a killer 
emerged from under a victim’s bed, 
singletons across the land were 
suddenly wary about their checking 
under the mattress. 

But there was a light at the end of 
the TV tunnel. 

Case solved, the eponymous 
sleuth’s trademark shabby coat 
was hurled off a London bridge 
and arch enemy/stalker Alice asked 
him that loaded question: “So, now 
what?” 

So ended Neil Cross’s hugely 
successful series, and fans were also 
left wondering what the future held for 
one of Blighty’s best loved detectives 
and his unhinged ally. 

Of course, the problem with making 
a crime drama as good as Luther is 
the fact that the cast and crew are in 
such high demand it’s tricky getting 
them in the same place at the same 
time. 


With Idris Elba hard at work on Star 
Trek Beyond, and assorted other 
projects, there’s little wonder fans had 
to wait for a couple of years for this 
latest offering. 

All good things come to those who 
wait, and Idris has found enough time 
in his busy schedule to make this two- 
parter. 

We catch up with the eponymous 
protagonist stood on the edge of a 
London building, and like much 
missed fellow BBC ‘tec River, he is 
also haunted by a ghost from his past. 

Or is he actually on the edge of a 
Dover cliff, dreaming of what could 
have been? 

Well we can tell you he’s on a leave 
of absence from the police force. 
Laying low in a decrepit cottage, he is 
soon dragged back to London by an 
alarming piece of news. 

With a serial killer at large in the 
city, Schenk and his squad must find 
a link that connects each victim. The 
authorities might be baffled, but Luther 
is no stranger to psychopaths, and 
before long he’s back in action. But 
has he finally met his match? 


Very possibly. 

With a solid supporting cast 
including Patrick Malahide, Darren 
Boyd, Game of Thrones’ Rose Leslie, 
and series regulars Michael Smiley 
and Dermot Crowley, safe to say that 
we’re in safe hands as Neil Cross 
unveils his latest twisted masterpiece. 

And yes, that is Warren Brown 
returning as DS Justin Ripley, who 
met a violent end during the last 
series. 

But what of Luther’s flame-haired 
associate Alice? Is she alive or dead, 
and will she be returning? 

Well that’s just one of the assorted 
storylines that should keep you 
guessing as the mini series plays out. 

Cross has suggested an Alice spin¬ 
off project, which is not a bad idea. 

Ruth Wilson has won much acclaim 
for the role, so who wouldn’t want to 
see Idris guest star in that for a short 
spell instead of carrying a series on 
his formidable shoulders? 

For now, hold onto something 
comforting and prepare to be gripped 
once more. 



Idris Elba stars in Luther, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

The broadcaster continues his exploration of the 
American city by tracking down Andrew Didonato, a 
former New York mobster hiding out in Vegas, but 
who is about to quit town for a new life. Over on the 
Strip, Trevor meets former showgirl Lisa Medford at 
the Riviera, a casino and hotel that once played 
host to Elvis and the Rat Pack but is now shutting 
its doors for the final time, before sitting in on a 
poker game with Antonio Esfandiari, one of the 
world’s most successful professional players. 

The Best of Bad TV: The 70s 
Channel 5,10pm 

A trawl through the decade’s programmes, featuring 
clips of car-crash interviews, terrifying children’s 
dramas, hoaxes and baffling game shows. Limited 
technology and low budgets led to memorably poor 
special effects in sci-fi shows, while soaps tried to 
escape the grim realities of strikes, unease and civil 
unrest. There were also memorable clashes 
between music stars and TV presenters, from David 
Bowie to the Sex Pistols. Contributors include 
Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow, Jane Rossington, 
Tony Adams, Paul Henry, Peter Purves and Valerie 
Singleton. 


TUESDAY 

Stargazing Live: Brit in Space 
BBC2, 7pm 

Dara O Briain and Professor Brian Cox present 
coverage of British astronaut Tim Peake’s arrival at 
the International Space Station. At London’s 
Science Museum, Dara and Brian will be joined by 
experts, including former ISS commander Chris 
Hadfield and Britain’s first astronaut, Helen 
Sharman. They’ll share insights into what it’s like 
living in space and what Tim will face from his first 
night on the ISS. Plus, Dallas Campbell reports live 
from Kazakhstan with Tim’s first phone call home 
from space. 


WEDNESDAY 

Journey Down the Yukon - A 
Soldier’s Challenge 
BBC2, 7pm 

Nine years after being blown up in 
Afghanistan, Ben Parkinson, one of 
Britain’s most wounded soldiers, 
takes on a mission to canoe down 
one of the world’s most remote 
river systems, Canada’s Yukon 
River. The soldier had both legs 
amputated and was left with a 
severe brain injury after the 



explosion in 2006, with medical staff warning him 
that he may never walk or talk again. However, he 
is defying the odds by taking on the expedition, 
where all that stands in his way are bears, wolves 
and rapids - and the battle with his own damaged 
and broken body. 


THURSDAY 

The Nation’s Favourite Bond 

Song 

ITV, 9pm 

007 doesn’t just have the girls, 
the cars and the gadgets - he 
also has the best theme 

songs. For more than 50 
\ years, the James 
, Bond franchise has 
been bringing us 
some of the most 
memorable hits in 
movie history, 
but which is the 
nation’s favourite? 

, Do we think 
Nobody Does It 
Better than 
Carly Simon, or 
did the series 


Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald. 
Monday, ITV, 9pm 


reach an All Time High with Rita Coolidge? 

Well, now we can find out as ITV brings counts 
down the nation’s 20 favourite Bond themes, 
while also hearing some of the stories behind 
the songs from contributors including Paul 
McCartney, Duran Duran, A-ha and lyricists 
Leslie Bricusse and Don Black. A host of celebrities 
will be revealing their personal favourites, and we 
get to hear how Sam Smith recently gave the series 
its first ever UK number one with Writing’s On the 
Wall. 

FRIDAY 

Text Santa Christmas Jumper Day 
ITV, 8pm 

Phillip Schofield, Holly Willoughby and Amanda 
Holden lead a host of stars rallying support for this 
year’s charities - Macmillan Cancer Support, Make- 
A-Wish UK and Save the Children. Highlights 
include a visit to Coronation Street with a Text 
Santa twist, Ninja Warrior receiving the star 
treatment when a line-up of celebrities take on 
The Wall, plus Lord Grantham having a tough 
decision to make in a Downton Abbey special. 
Alesha Dixon, Caroline Flack, Christine Bleakley, 
Oily Murs, Paddy McGuinness and Stephen 
Mulhern also feature amid the music, surprises and 
special guests. 


Window and Door Repairs 

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


\ No appointment NNjJy * I 

? necessary 

J Precision cutting 
( FREE consultation HUP' 


0121 434 3322 * 

466 Bearwood Road, Smethwick 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



I Friendly advise 
from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 A 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /WStm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality , 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 
£98 £121 £141 _ £174 £141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 


systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


SP* HENLEY 

‘'FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury r 



UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

MEMBERS OLD & NEW WELCOME 


WHAT’S ON 

BINGO NIGHTS - WED, THUR AND SUN 
HORSE RACING* SNOOKER HALL * LIVE SPORTS 
FUNCTION ROOM UP TO 200 CAPACITY 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE FOR ALL OCCASIONS - 
NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS 
SMALLER FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 
50 PEOPLE. FREE HIRE OF ROOMS. 

CONDITIONS APPLY. 

ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL 

•••••••••••* 

108 Woodlands Street 
Smethwick, West Midlands 
B66 3TD 

Telephone: 0121 558 0828 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.355 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

G 

3 

c 

H 

5 

N 

W 

M 

8 

z 

V 

10 

U 

11 

K 

12 

Q 

13 

o 

14 

L 

15 

E 

16 

A 

17 

Y 

18 

B 

19 

P 

20 

s 

21 

X 

22 

T 

23 

R 

24 

D 

25 

1 

26 

J 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


1. Supports the 
defenders on the 
field (5) 

4. Operates the 
hoisting device and 
stops (5,2) 

8 & 9Ac. Express 
opinions on the 
radio? (3,4,5) 

9. See 8 Across 

10. The infant has 
nothing to use as a 
trumpet (4) 

11. Select fish for 
preserving (8) 

13. Strike a kind of link 

(4) 

14. Kitty indicates the 
lido (4) 

16 & 21 Ac. How the 
dutiful minister 
signs himself (8,7) 

17. In the Bible Saul 
conceals one of 
the patriarchs (4) 

20. The return of the 
Hebrew maiden 
will make one 
complain (5) 

21. See 16 Across 

22. Took up 
permanent 
residence and paid 
(7) 

23. Goes to war for 
financial rewards 

(5) 


Down 

1. What record- 
breaking jumpers 
do at Rogationtide 
(4,3,6) 

2. Leave the vehicle 
first - it’s put in the 
hold (5) 

3. Decline a piece of 
kitchen equipment 
(4) 

4. Part of the flower I 
split badly (6) 

5. Romantic 
entanglement? (4- 
4) 

6. Particular place is 
rearranged (7) 

7. They’ve already 
had some degree 
of success (4-9) 

12. One in authority - 
and that’s not just 
hearsay (8) 

13. Is it smoked by the 
great man in bed? 
(7) 

15. Not accustomed to 
mint (6) 

18. A bit of 
unceremonious 
language (5) 

19. One bird or a 
hundred on the line 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Sea (5) 

4. Go down (7) 

8. Envious (7) 

9. Wrong (5) 

10. Cook (4) 

11. Act imperiously (8) 

13. Cupid (4) 

14. Fair (4) 

16. Repulsive (8) 

17. Chief (4) 

20. Well done! (5) 

21. Incorrect (7) 

22. Ingredient (7) 

23. Terror (5) 


Down 

1. Unpleasant (13) 

2. Elude (5) 

3. Midday (4) 

4. Dictator (6) 

5. Roomy (8) 

6. Obvious (7) 

7. Noted differences (13) 

12. Despair (4,4) 

13. Rival (7) 

15. Whimsical (6) 

18. Conscious (5) 

19. Group of animals (4) 




3 




9 




9 


4 

3 

8 


5 

1 

1 




2 



4 

7 



2 



5 



4 


8 

5 

3 


4 


6 





7 



8 



6 

2 



7 




3 

3 

5 


9 


6 


2 




9 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Direction; 8 Rear; 9 Mini¬ 
skirt; 10 Pathos; 11 Aegis; 14 Links; 15 Nude; 16 
Easel; 18 Eats; 20 Infer; 21 Scale; 24 Parish; 25 
Schematic; 26 Dean; 27 Orangeade. Down: 1 
Propeller; 2 Castanets; 4 Isis; 5 Elite; 6 Take in; 

7 Oars; 9 Mouse; 11 Aisle; 12 Surf-rider; 13 Near 
thing; 17 Lilac; 19 Screen; 22 Leave; 23 Scar; 

24 Pied. QUICK - Across: 3 Speculate; 8 Omit; 

9 Interment; 10 Treads; 11 Trend; 14 Spoil; 15 
Time; 16 Lapse; 18 Mend; 20 Rogue; 21 Defer; 
24 Moving; 25 Excavator; 26 Lean; 27 Certitude. 
Down: 1 Loathsome; 2 Hidebound; 4 Pens; 5 
Clear; 6 Lament; 7 Tune; 9 Idyll; 11 Taper; 12 
Disguised; 13 Detergent; 17 Error; 19 Depart; 22 
Enact; 23 Axle; 24 Mood. 


Which ceremony takes place during the 
3rd week of July on the Thames? 

In which Dickens novel does the 
quotation ‘Barkis is willin’’ appear? 

In which country was the Rosetta stone 
found? 

In what sort of building would you find a 
rood screen? 

5. In which London park is Rotten Row? 


2 . 


4. 


6. What sort of animal is a drongo? 

7. What is the former residence of the 
Moorish kings at Seville called? 

8. What is the Italian name of the city of 
Turin? 

9. Who was the youngest of the four 
Beatles? 

10. In which country was Israeli politician 
Menachem Begin born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Delaware; 2 1962; 3 Alva; 

4 Out of condition to fight; 5 Scotland; 

6 Andrew Jackson; 7 Jezebel; 8 Kenyan; 
9 House sparrow; 10 1975. 

Niner: RESULTING 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

9717 gives a game, 

528869 gives a sport, 

9461683 gives another sport. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 





00121 532 2700 

□ www.lettingsbyapex.co.uk 
0 info@lettingsbyapex.co.uk 

ZOOptCLaou^ 


Byron Street 

Spacious 3 bedroom property, 
arge lounge with dining space, 
first floor bathroom, central 
leated and double glazed, off 
'oad parking. 


£125,000 offers 


GREAT BRIDGE 


Walter Steet 


? bedroom property, spacious 
■eception, kitchen with dining 
space, corner bath. 2 good size 
bedrooms. 

ocated near West Bromwich town 
:enter. 


£95,000 


WEST BROMWICH 


Gads Lane 


Very spacious 2 bedroom prop¬ 
erty, large reception room, dining 
room, central heating and double 
glazing where specified, ground 
floor shower room and first floor 
bathroom. 

£550 


Great Bridge 


Rothsay Gardens 


New 1 bedroom apartment, large 
reception room, seperate kitchen, 
goodsize bedroom, bathroom 
with shower, secure designated 
parking 


£450 


WEST BROMWICH 


SHOP/BUSINESS TO 


Empty shop or business for let, 

Ret @ £650 per month, selling 
business due to retirement, please 
call for more information. 

Owner willing to rent the shop 
totally empty if required. 

£650 


lyndhurst Street 

Newly refurbished 3 bedroom 
iroperty, through lounge, central 
leated and double glazed, new 
litchen appliances included, 
first floor bathroom with shower 
:ubicle. off road parking, available 
infurnished. 

£695 


Brickhouse Lane 


one bedroom 1 st floor apartment 
with a water view, spacious open 
plan kitchen, with bedroom and 
bathroom with shower, underfloor 
heating, double glazed windows, 
ivailable unfurnished, communal 
parking. 

£450 


Hazelbeach 


Two bedroom property compris¬ 
ing of reception room, spacious 
kitchen and dining space, central 
heated and double glazed. Availa¬ 
ble part furnished. 


£499 


7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EU 
email: enquiry.support@apexproperties.co.uk 


t: 0121 5322700 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


Auctioneers of Residential and 
Commercial Property, Land and 
Development Opportunities 


In excess of £6,400,000 achieved from only 41 lots being offered. 



We have broken our previous record of selling a lot 
under the hammer for £2,350,000 set in October 
2009 by the sale of the former Woolmans garden 
centre, 70 - 74 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull for a 
sum of £2,500,000 

Auctioneer & Partner Andrew Barden commented on 
the sale of the former Woolman's Garden Centre, 
70 - 74 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull: 

It was a pleasure to offer along with our joint 
auctioneer Harry Barber this unique and prime 
residential development opportunity located in 
the heart of Shirley and we received a substantial 
amount of interest during our marketing period 
from a range of house builders, retirement/ 
care home providers and investors generating 
competitive bidding and culminating in a sale 
under the hammer of £2,500,000 being the highest 
amount achieved in an auction room by any 
West Midlands auctioneer. This not only exceeds 
our previous auction achievement of £2,350,000 
set in 2009 but reflects the renewed appetite in 


the market for prime development opportunities. 
Overall we were delighted with our final auction 
sale of 2015 achieving gross sales in excess of 
£6,400,000 with only 41 lots offered and included 
various additional highlights namely, The Victoria 
Banqueting Suite, Cape Hill, Smethwick which 
sold for £539,000, 44/46 Tunnel Hill, Worcester 
comprising of a Freehold Block of 1 0 flats which sold 
for £41 5,000 and a variety of residential properties 
which substantially exceeded their reserves and 
of particular note, a detached bungalow at 100 
Coleshill Road, Hodge Hill selling for £221,000 
and a terraced house with workshop at 91 St Mary's 
Road, Bearwood selling for £215,000. 

We remain true to our principles of marketing our 
auction properties fairly at realistic guide and 
reserve prices and were able to benefit in the auction 
room from this straightforward and transparent 
approach. 

We are now inviting properties for inclusion in our 
next auction sale on 23rd February 2016 



We wish to thank all our clients and customers for their continued support 
during 2015 and wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year. 
Please note our forthcoming auction dates for 2016 

Tuesday 23 February Thursday 14 April Thursday 26 May Thursday 14 July 
Tuesday 6 September Thursday I 3th October Thursday 1st December 


Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your^^g No Obligation Appraisal 

Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 

email auctions@cottons.co.uk I www.cottons.co.uk 




































































































































PROPERTY23 


Spacious traditional semi 
is immaculate throughout 


A CHARMING four-bedroomed tradition¬ 
al-style semi-detached house in Clark Road, 
Compton, Wolverhampton has generous ac¬ 
commodation, ideal for family living. 

It is for sale through DB Roberts & Part¬ 
ners at £233,950 with no chain. 

It has a reception hallway, two reception 
rooms, a fitted breakfast kitchen, a utility 
room, a downstairs bathroom, three bed¬ 
rooms (master bedroom with en suite) and 
a further family bathroom on the first floor, 
with bedroom four on the second floor. Call 
DB Roberts & Partners on 01902 427257 or 
visit www.dbroberts.co.uk 




EBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


(§) TheMarket cc 


nghtmova* 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 










































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


24 1 


Connells 


connells.co.uk 


WEDNESBURY 

22 Springhead, Wednesbury WS10 9AD 


Corporation Street 
Wednesbury £100,000 


Meeting Street 

Wednesbury £92,950 



Benefiting from NO UPWARD CHAIN a traditional 
style mid-terrace properly conveniently situated 
close to the town centre briefly comprising of, 
Majority double glazing and gas central heating 
(as specified) two reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 
first floor bathroom, two bedrooms and enclosed 
rear garden. EPC Rating E 

Darlaston Road 

Wednesbury £135,000 


VIEWING ESSENTIAL! An immaculately 
presented second floor apartment in SHOW 
HOME CONDITION briefly comprising of, secure 
intercom entry system, reception hall, lounge, 
fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, en-suite to master 
bedroom, bathroom and allocated parking space.. 
EPC Rating C 

St Helens Avenue 

Tipton £109,950 



benefiting from NO UPWARD CHAIN briefly 
comprising of, porch entrance, reception hall, 
lounge, fitted kitchen/diner, guest cloakroom, 
first floor family bathroom, en-suite to master 
bedroom. EPC Rating B 

Dudley Port 

Tipton £129,950 


more information* EPC Rating C 

The Avenue 

Darlaston £79,950 



A three bedroom end-terrace property briefly 
comprising of, double glazing and central heating 
(as specified) lounge, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 
first floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden and 
block paved fore court.EPC Rating TBC 

St Christopher Drive 
Wednesbury £250,000 


A well maintained second floor apartment 
benefiting from NO UPWARD CHAIN briefly 
comprising of, secure intercom entry system, 
entrance hall, open plan lounge with fitted kitchen 
area, two bedrooms, fitted bathroom, allocated 
parking. EPC Rating C. 

Warren Close 

Tipton £75,000 



An excellent opportunity to purchase this modern 
style four bedroom detached property briefly 
comprising of lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, 
guest cloakroom, family bathroom, en-suite to 
bedroom 1 and 2, garage, drive-way providing off 
road parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating C. 

Westmore Way 

Wednesbury £220,000 


opportunity this well maintained first floor flat 
briefly comprising of, double glazing and central 
heating(as specified) lounge, re-fitted kitchen, 
bathroom and allocated parking. EPC Rating C. 

The Oaks, Gospel Oak 

Tipton £179,995 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this spacious 
five bedroom delached property briefly 
comprising of, double glazing and central heating 
(as specified) lounge, dining room, play room, 
fitted breakfast kitchen, guest cloakroom, first 
floor bathroom, two en-suite. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
EPC Rating D 

Pattern Gardens 
Wednesbury 


LAST PLOT REMAINING ON PHASE ONE! SHOW 
HOME OPEN THURSDAY - MONDAY 11 am -5pm. 

A stunning new development of high spec family 
eco homes with Magnet fitted kitchen, triple 
glazed windows and under-floor heating. HELP TO 
BUY and ASSISTED MOVE AVAILABLE. Call Now on 
0121 556 2338 to book a viewing appointment. 

St David Drive, 

Wednesbury £105,000 



SHOW HOME NOW OPEN !! CALL US NOW ON 
0121 556 2338 to arrange a viewing. Pattern 
Gardens is a fantastic development of two and 
three bedroom energy efficient homes. SHARED 
OWNERSHIP 

St Marys Road 

Wednesbury £165,000 


Connells estate agents are now in receipt of an 
offer for the sum of £105,000 for 14 St Davids 
Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 OGF. Anyone wishing 
to place an offer on the property should contact 
Connells, 22 Springhead, Wednesbury, WS109AD 
0121 556 2338 prior to exchange of contracts. 
EPC rating C. 

Dangerfield Lane 
Darlaston £140,000 


WEST BROMICH 

3 Astle Park, West Bromwich B70 8NS 


Abbey Close 

West Bromwich £149,950 


Kempson Avenue 

West Bromwich £155,000 



A 3 bedroom end terrace property situated 
in a Cul de Sac location and offering double 
glazing, central heating (where specified), 
lounge,conservatory, guest cloakroom, off road 
parking and enclosed rear garden. EPC RATING D 

Australia Park 

West Bromwich £164,950 


A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached 
property briefly comprising of a porch, through 
lounge, kitchen. The property also benefits from 
an upstairs family bathroom, gas central heating, 
double glazing (where specified), off road parking 
and gardens to the front and rear. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC RATING E 


Ramsey Close 

West Bromwich £135,000 



••LAST PLOT REMAINING»*Beautifully built to 
an extremely high standard, this stunning BRAND 
NEW 3 bed semi-detached house comes wilh a 
stylish kitchen including integrated appliances, 
reception room, en-suite to the master bedroom, 
family bathroom, downstairs WC, garage, drive, 
intruder alarm and flooring throughout. 

Brunei Drive 

Tipton £99,950 


A well presented 3 bedroom mid terrace property 
briefly comprising of a porch, entrance hallway, 
downstairs WC, lounge and kitchen/diner. The 


double glazing (where specified), an upstairs 
bathroom, separate shower room, front and rear 
gardens and off road parking. EPC RATING TBC 


Church Lane 

West Bromwich £130,000 



• ••NO UPWARD CHAIN ••• A modem 2 
bedroom mid terrace properly in a Cul de Sac 
location, offering spacious lounge, modern fitted 
kitchen, guest WC, family bathroom, double 
glazing, central heating (where specified), off road 
parking. EPC RATING C 

Navigation Lane 

West Bromwich £135,000 


A tastefully presented traditional 3 bed semi 
detached house, with through lounge, stylish 
kitchen, upstairs bathroom, landscaped rear 
garden, garage, and gas central heating and 


CHAIN* EPC RATING E 


Hawkins Street 

West Bromwich £138,000 



A very well presented 2 bedroom mid terrace 
property briefly comprising of a porch, lounge 
& kitchen. The property also benefits from an 


A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached 
property, briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, lounge and kitchen. The property also 
benefits from an upstairs bathroom, gas central 
heating, double glazing, (where specified), off 
road parking, garage & rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN-EPCRATING D 


Margaret Street 

West Bromwich £105,000 


Creed Way 

West Bromwich £100,000 



Mid terrace property,briefly comprising of 2 
bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, downstairs 
bathroom, central heating (where specified 
and double glazing,front and rear gardens. 
Conveniently situated within close proximity of 
local road and transport links. »N0 UPWARD 
CHAIN*-EPCRATING E 

Smithmoor Crescent 

West Bromwich £110,000 


A well presented and modem apartment which 
briefly comprises of: entrance hallway, open plan 
lounge/kitchen,two double bedrooms with master 
room having ensuite, family bathroom and further 
benefiting from having its own car port, central 
heating and double glazing (where specified). 

EPC RATING B 


Dudley Street 

West Bromwich £104,950 



Mid terrace property situated in a residential area 
and being in close proximity to local transport links 


comprising three bedrooms, lounge, upstairs 
family bathroom, garage to the rear and off road 
parking to the front. EPC RATING D 

Shropshire Way 

West Bromwich £85,000 


A 3 bedroom mid terrace property comprising 
entrance hallway, 2 reception rooms,nner lobby, 
kitchen and downstairs shower room. The 
property also benefits from a further upstairs 
bathroom,gas central heating, double glazing 
(where specified) and front and rear gardens. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC RATING E 


Oak Close 

Tipton £47,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED to appreciate this 
well presented traditional style extended FOUR 
bedroom semi-detached property briefly 
comprising of through lounge with dining area, 
fitted kitchen, utility room, first floor bathroom, 
loft conversion (bedroom four), front and rear 


VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this well 
presented and much improved three bedroom 
semi-detached property reception hall, lounge, 
dining area, re-fitted ground floor bathroom, 
re-fitted kitchen, first floor bathroom, enclosed 
rear garden with brick built workshop, drive-way 
providing off road parking. EPC Rating D. 


A 2 bedroom ground floor maisonette briefly 
comprising of an entrance hallway,lounge leading 
in to kitchen. The property also benefits from 


glazing (where specified) and an allocated parking 
space. The properly is being offered with NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC RATING C 


A beautifully presented and well maintanied 
1 bedroom first floor flat offering open plan 
lounge and modern kitchen, shower room with 
seperate WC, double glazing, economy 7 heating, 
communal parking.*NO UPWARD CHAIN* 

EPC rating D. 


OLDBURY 

70/76 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4EB 


Darbys Hill Road 

Tividale £399950 


Bowling Green Drive 
Smethwick £210,000 



EPC RATING D - A19th century detached property. 
••MUST BE VIEWED TO APPRECIATE THE 

UNIQUE FEATURES OFTHIS PROPERTY** 

Trafalgar Road 

Tividale £164,950 


EPC RATING C - Connells are pleased to present 
this STUNNING modem semi delached townhouse 
with accommodation briefly comprising ground 
floor kitchen / diner, first floor lounge, two 
bedrooms and family bathroom, second floor with 
master bedroom and ensuite. ••VIEWING IS 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED** 

Birch Road 

Oldbury £124,950 



EPC RATING C - A traditional EXTENDED semi 
detached properly set on large CORNER PLOT 
with the POTENTIAL for side or rear extension 
subject to appropriate planning permission with 
off road parking and garage. ••VIEWING IS 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to appreciate the size 
of the plot** 

Windsor Avenue 

Oldbury £124,950 


“NOTICE OF OFFER - Property address:37 Birch 
Road Oldbury B68 ONY. We would advise that an 
offer has been made for the above property in 
the sum of £117,995.00 Any person wishing to 
increase on this offer should notify the agents of 
their best offer within the next 7 days. 

EPC RATING D 

Jarvis Crescent 

Oldbury £119,950 



EPC RATING D - A traditional semi detached house 
with two reception rooms, utility room, downstairs 
w.c, kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom. This 
property requires SOME MODERNISATION. 

Birch Crescent 

Tividale £116,500 


EPC RATING D - A semi detached home situated 
towards the top of this CUL-DE-SAC with excellent 
access to local amenities and road networks. 

• •THE PROPERTY DOES REQUIRE SOME 
INTERNAL REFURBISHMENT** 

Ascot Close 

Oldbury £115,000 



EPC RATING D - An extended and well maintained 
property located in the popular Tividale area, 
briefly comprising entrance hallway, lounge, 17ft 
kitchen diner, two bedrooms and bathroom, off 


Arundel Drive 

Tividale £109,950 

JK 


EPC RATING D - Connells are pleased to present 
this semi detached family home with NO UPWARD 
CHAIN briefly comprising lounge, kitchen / diner, 
three bedrooms, family bathroom, off road parking 
and car port. Double glazing and storage heating 
where specified. 

Wheatsheaf Road 

Tividale £109,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A well presented terraced 
home situated in this POPULAR location and 
would be an ideal FIRST TIME or BUY TO LET 
purchase. 

St Matthews Road 

Oldbury £99,950 


EPC RATING D - A well presented and extended 
semi - delached. Situated in this popular 
residential located with excellent access to all 
local amenities. 

Birchfield Lane 

Oldbury £94,950 



EPC RATING C - An EXTENDED semi detached 
home in need of SOME MODERNISATION but with 
spacious accommodation comprising entrance 
hall, through lounge diner, extended breakfast 
kitchen, downstairs w.c, three bedrooms and 
wet room to first floor, off road parking and 


EPC RATING E - A surprisingly SPACIOUS 
terraced home situated close to local road 
networks including Junction 2 of the M5 and 


Broad Street 

Oldbury £94,950 


Broad well Road 

Oldbury £80,000 


BEARWOOD 

122 Poplar Road, Bearwood B66 4AP 


Paxton Road Maynard Road 

Birmingham £75,000 Edgbaston £128,950 

__• 

This two bedroom flat is located in close proximity A well presented and well maintained ground 
to Birmingham City Centre and would be a great floor mo(iem apartment having gas central 


purchase for either investors or first time buyers. 


heating and double glazing where specified and 
comprising: entrance hall, lounge/kitchen/diner, 
It boasts a spacious kitchen and is located within two bedrooms wet room, communal areas and 
a quiet cul de sac. EPC Awaited parking. EPC:B 


Kimberley Road 
Smethwick £89,950 


Gaiety House Regent 
Smethwick £125,000 

% 



This modem two bedroom apartment, is situated 
in a convenient location with great transport links 
to the city centre and other nearby destinations, 
within walking distance of most local amenities 
and is located within a secure apartment building 
with one allocated parking space. 


A TRADITIONAL two bedroom mid terraced 
property in a popular and convenient residential 
location offered for sale with no upward chain, 
having gas central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, bafriroom, two bedrooms, gardens 
to front and rear. 


Beakes Road Preston Road 

Bearwood £140,000 Winson Green £85,000 



Offered for sale with NO UPWARD CHAIN, a three 
bedroom end terraced home in a superb location 
close to Bearwood High Street. Benefitting from 
excellent transport links and off road parking the 
property briefly comprises: large through lounge/ 
dining room, kitchen, utility room. 

Statham Drive 

Edgbaston £279,950 


Alwo bedroom mid terrace property comprising 
of a through lounge and being located in an 
ideal and popular residential location, upstairs 
bathroom. Ideal for first time buyers and investors 
Linden Road 

Smethwick £125,000 



A detached family home with gas central 
heating and double glazing where specified and 
comprising: porch, hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, utility, cloakroom/conservatory, four 
bedrooms, bathroom, garage, parking, gardens. 
EPC: E 

Dunsford Road 

Smethwick £130,000 


A THREE BED MID TERRACE PERFECT FOR 
FIRST TIME BUYERS, AND LANDLORDS WITH 
AN ACHIEVABLE RENT OF £595 PER CALENDAR 
MONTH. Comprising of through lounge, kitchen 
and downstairs bathroom. VIEWING HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

Reginald Road 

Bearwood £125,000 



A well presented two bedroom terrace house 
within close proximity to Bearwood High street. 

Is perfect for first time buyers and potential 
landlords, having a large through lounge, modem 
kitchen and generous garden space. EPC D 

Addenbrook Road 
Smethwick £125,000 


A well maintained and well presented two 
bedroom mid terrace property. Having gas central 
heating and double glazing where specified, the 
accommodation comprises of: Lounge, Dining 
Room, Inner Hallway, Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, 
Family Bathroom and Garden to Rear. 

St Marys Road 

Smethwick £160,000 



An end townhouse with gas central heating and 
double glazing where specified and comprising: 
entrance lobby, lounge, kitchen/diner, sun room, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, off-road parking, 
gardens. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC: D 

Broadmoor Avenue 
Smethwick £130,000 


NEWLY REFURBISHED AND NOT TO BE MISSED, 
TWO BEDROOM MID TERRACE IN THE HEART 
OF BEARWOOD!, comprimising of two reception 
rooms and downstairs bathroom, is close 
proximatey to local schools. THIS IS THE PERFECT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR FIRST TIME BUYERS! VIEWING 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

THE HOLLIES 
SMETHWICK 



EPC RATING C - A mid terraced home in need 
of some SYMPATHETIC MODERNISATION close 
to excellent local transport links and comprises 
entrance porch, entrance hall, lounge/diner, 
kitchen, three bedrooms and family bathroom 
to first floor. 


EPC RATING D - An end terraced home in need 
of COMPLETE RENOVATION but offering spacious 
accommodation to comprise entrance hall, 
lounge, breakfast kitchen, downstairs w.c, two 
bedrooms, bathroom, separate w.c, front and 


where specified. 


entrance porch, entrance lobby, lounge, kitchen/ 
diner, cloakroom, utility room,, three bedrooms, 
family bathroom, gardens, off-road parking, 
garage. EPC D 


include: 

2 Bed semi and terrace 

3 Bed Semi 


0121 556 2338 

Wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

0121 552 2671 

oldbury@connells.co.uk 

0121 525 1177 

Westbromwich@connells.co.uk 

0121 420 3611 

bearwood@connells.co.uk 


p/\ The Property 
W \ Ombudsman 

SALES 
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Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

the estate agen^^| 
1 www.pauldubberleyleoTukl 


M 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


&& * 






Bilston 

01902 505974 


Oakley Avenue 
Tipton 


Highfield Road 
Tipton 



• End Terrace 

• Spacious family Accommodation 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: OH H n f\nn 

Viewing: LI 1 U,UUU 


Patricia Drive 
Tipton 



• Modern Semi Detached 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Sought After Development 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


Kiniths Way 
West Bromwich 


£110,000 



• Extended Semi Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Porch, Through hallway 

• NO CHAIN, Lounge 


£179,995 


Vale Street 

West Bromwi ch |i " •! L, V V 



• 25% Ownership Share 

• Semi Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• UPVC DG & GCH, Hall 
OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£39,750 


Leacroft Grove 

West Bromwich 

reduced" 

!J|» II 

1 , ■ 



• Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway 

• , Garage 


• Attractive Modern Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Ideal First Time Purchase 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£109,950 


• Modern Semi Detached 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • C 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£130,000 


• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extension To Rear 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£149,950 


• Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


Gas Central Heating 


£127,500 


Thinking of selling your property in the New Year 
but don't want to be disturbed over Christmas? 
We may have the perfect solution for you... 


If you are thinking of selling a property in the 
new year, now is the time to get started to take 
advantage of these selling secrets: 

•There is a huge increase in online property searches 
between Christmas and the New Year as buyers are sat at 
home with time on their hands. 

•Allows us time to sift through enquiries and present you 
with only the most suitable applicants for your property. 

• Immediate viewings once you're ready in the New Year. 

• Gives your property a head start against people who market 
their property in the New Year. 

• Buyers looking over the winter are usually very genuine. 
Having your property ready to sell, fresh and newly listed in 
the new year will give you an advantage over other sellers. 

Let us visit your home and prepare your property for sale 
now. We will advertise your property online over the busy 
Christmas period to maximise the spike in search activity, 
however we promise not to disturb you until our doors re¬ 
open in the new year, leaving you to relax and enjoy 
Christmas undisturbed. 


00 NOT 

disturb 

•itR n>«Mi*** 


£150,000 


Call your local Paul Dubberley branch now to 
arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal 


• Middle Terrace 

• Upvbc double glazing • gas central heating 

• Ideal first time purchase or buy to let investment 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: p Q C f\nn 

Viewing: 3LOO,UUU 



• Extended Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Viewing Highly Recommended 

• 4 Bedrooms, EPC D 

Viewing: ar6und L£145 1 000 


Turton Road 
West Bromwich 


REDUCE 



• Spacious Semi Detached 

• UPVc Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC TBC, Lounge & Dining Room 

Viewing: AROUND £-135,000 


Turner Street 
West Bromwich 


NEW 



• ,Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£100,000 



• Mid Terrace Property 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Dining room 

, Sitting Room 


£105,000 


Galahad Way 
Wednesbury 


Cobham Road 
Wednesbury 


Paul Street 
Wednesbury 


Wharfedale Street 
Wednesbury 


Pound Road 
Wednesbury 


Devon Road 
Wednesbury 



• Modern 1st Floor Apartment 

• 100% Ownership 

• Double Glazing (throughout) 

• Energy Rating D, Reception Hall 

Viewing: AROUND: £ 7 Q,QQQ 


• Extended End Terrace Residence 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Modern Ground Floor Bathroom 

• EPC Rating: C, Spacious Lounge 

Viewing: AROUND £125,000 


• Spacious Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & First Floor Shower Room 

• Through Lounge & Good Size Kitchen 

• , Feature Copnservatory 

£125,000 


• Spacious Mid Terrace Home 

• Three Bedrooms & Loft Room 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Energy Rating D, Modern Kitchen & Bathroom 

£115,000 


• A Well Presented 3 Bedroom Mid Terrace Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• No Upward Chain! 

• EPC Rating: D, Dining Room with Delightful Cast 

£90,000 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• First Floor Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating D, Lounge & Dining Room 

£100,000 


The Properly 

Ombud^niiA 

1 Min 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 



















































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 



Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 
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16 ROSLYN CLOSE, SMETHWICK 


•Two double bedrooms 
•First floor bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 
•Kitchen 

•Gardens front and rear 


•Needs cosmetic improvement 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 




9 MILTON COURT, BEARWOOD 


•First floor flat 

•Purpose built modern development 
exclusive to over 55s 
•Double glazed 
•Electric storage heating 


•Double bedroom 
•Landscaped gardens 
•Visitors parking 
ENERGY RATING : B 


OFFERS BASED ON £55,000 




3 CROSSWELLS ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Freehold end terraced 
•Double glazed 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Lounge & dining room 
•Extended kitchen 


•Allocated parking 
•Detached garage 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 




132 FLORENCE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Freehold mid-terraced property 
Close to Cape Hill 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Shower Room 
•Two reception rooms 


•Needing cosmetic improvement 
•ENERGY RATE: D 


OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 





Di.mkk Slim 


LANDLORDS 

Attention! 

High demand for your property 
Quality tenants waiting To rent 

Please telephone Steven Baker or Derek Spires 

0121 420 4646 

602 Bearwood Road 
Bearwood 
B66 4BW 




DEREK SPIRES 

4 MERRIVALE ROAD, BEARWOOD 




•Freehold mid- 
terraced property 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Bathroom to the 
first floor 
•Two reception 
rooms 

•Refitted kitchen 
downstairs 
•Gardens to the rear 
•INTERNAL 
INSPECTION TO 
BE APPRECIATED. 
OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 




17 MARRIOTT ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Two bedrooms & Bathroom 
•Lounge 

•Open plan kitchen/breakfast room 
•Conservatory .Gardens to front and rear 
•Ideal first time buyers 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON 99,950 


31 HURST GREEN ROAD, 
HALESOWEN 


•VIEWING RECOMMENDED 

•Charming semi-detached bungalow 

•Double bedroom 

•Lounge/dining room 

•Side garage .Off-street parking 2 cars 

•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 






•Needing refurbishment 
•ENERGY RATING : B 


OFFERS BASED ON £79,950 



36 PARKFIELD ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Recently refurbished to high standard 
•3 bedrooms .Fully tiled bathroom 
•Through lounge/dining room 


•Downstairs cloakroom .Superb extended kitchen 
•Off-street parking for 3 cars 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 



8 SHIRE CLOSE, OLDBURY 


•3 double bedrooms .Off-street parking for at least three cars 

•Hall, lounge, and separate dining room ENERGY RATING : E 

•Fully tiled bathroom and Good size kitchen ALL SERIOUS OFFERS CONSIDERED 

OFFERS BASED ON £169.950 



138 MONTAGUE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Charming mid-town house .Off-street parking 

•2 double bedrooms .Ideal FTBs .VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

•Spacious lounge and kitchen/breakfast room .ENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £119,950 



49 GREENFIELD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Three bedrooms .Refitted kitchen .Neatly laid out gardens 

•Fully tiled bathroom .Viewing to be appreciated 

•Inter-communicating through lounge/dining room .ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 




54 TALBOT ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Ideal FTBs 
•Mid-terraced villa 
•3 bedrooms 

•Through lounge/dining room 
•Kitchen 


•Fully tiled bathroom 
•Neatly laid out garden 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 



www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 


^ightmov^J 














































































































































We Value Your Home 



SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 



Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 01384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 

wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 
lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


“We’ve done it again another fantastic year for Skitts Estate Agents 
Wednesbury” 

Not only selling property within practically half the time of other local 
agents we have also sold more houses too 

End of year figures are in.and once again we are on top! 

So year to date Skitts Estate Agents have sold a whopping 56°/o of our stock, selling our 
clients houses in an average of just over 4 V 2 months; that’s from time on the market right 
through to completion 

How do we compare? 

So without wanting to name names our two main local competitors stack up as follows: 

In second place our fellow local agent has sold 41°/o of their stock year to date and take an 
average of 6 V 2 months to sell your house, the third Cand largest agent in our area] has only 
sold 33°/o of their stock and take an average of 9 Va months to sell your house 

So WHY sell with anyone else? We are consistently looking after people just like YOU 
getting them moved quickly and efficiently. 


Come to the agent YOU CAN TRUST. 


Wedneibur 


with over 35 years standing 

Tel: 0121 505 1818 


^Figures correct as of 4th December 2015 and collated from Rightmove 


WODEN ROAD EAST wednesbury 

• TRADITIONAL DETACHED HOUSE 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• RE FITTED KITCHEN 

• LUXURY BATHROOM 

• LARGE LAWED GARDEN 

• SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION 

• CLOSE TO GOOD SCHOOLS AND 
MOTORWAY 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


BRUNSWICK PARK ROAD wednesbury 

• EDWARDIAN STYLE DETACHED HOUSE 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• LOUNGE AND DINING ROOM 

• BREAKFAST ROOM 

• RE FITTED SHOWER ROOM 

• STORE/SMALL STUDY 

• UPSTAIRS NEWLY FITTED HOUSE 
BATHROOM 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


£209,950 


WINCHESTER ROAD west bromwich 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED • CONDENSING BOILER [RECENTLY 

• REQUIRES MODERNISATION INSTALLED] 

• CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION SUITABLE FOR • DOUBLE GLAZING 

MORTGAGE • VACANT POSSESSION 


BERKSHIRE CRESCENT wednesbury 

•TWO BED SEMI DETACHED 

•QUIET LOCATON «GAS CENTRAL HEATING 

•THROUGH LOUNGE •DETACHED GARAGE 

• DOUBLE GLAZING «NO UPWARD CHAIN 


MEMORY LANE wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• LOUNGE 

• DINING KITCHEN 


• NEW CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEM 

• GARAGE 

• CUL DE SAC LOCATION 


MONTGOMERY WALK west browich 

•ONE/TWO BED FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT 
•DOUBLE GLAZED, WARM AIR HEATED 
•IDEAL INVESTMENT/ FTB 
•WALKING DISTANCE TQ TOWN CENTRE 

£69,950 


SUSSEX AVENUE wednesbury 

• A two bedroom semi detached 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

• Double glazing & central heating 

• Garage and shared driveway 


MEMORY LANE wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE IN DUL DE SAC 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• UTILITY AREA & WC FACILITY 

• DOUBLE GLAZED S. CENTRALLY HEATED 


MASON STREET west bromwich 

• TWO BEDROOM MID TERRACE 

• POPULAR LOCATION CLOSE TD TOWN CENTRE 

& METRO 

• CENTRAL HEATING S. DOUBLE GLAZING 

£94,950 


WESTMORLAND COURT west 

• Four bedroom mid terrace 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• DOWNSTAIRS WC 

• MAJORITY DOUBLE GLAZING 


VIMY ROAD WEDNESBURY 

• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• GROUND FLOOR SHOWER ROOM 

• CONSERVATORY 


TEAL GROVE wednesbury 

• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI 

• LOUNGE 

• DINING ROOM 


mi a 
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POUND ROAD WEDNESBURY 

• A TWO BEDROOM END TERRACED PROPERTY 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• CONSERVATORY 

• OUTSIDE WC 

£89,995 


• DOUBLE GLAZING 


> EN SUITE TO MASTER BEDROOMS 


£115,000 


£139,995 



















Local Specialists 
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Carpets 


Fencing 


BcninrfiagamifitsiigfitH 




SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

do what other carpet firms woh’t. |~f I Choose at Horn Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take .L 

away old carpets free of charge j W riuu IfUUlallUIIS alW IlluHoUrilly, 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. We’ll bring 100’S of carpet samples 

-—■ bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 

3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

r£500 


Heavy Domestic 

Lola Leather 

Divan Beds 

Saxony’s 

Suite 

Singles from 

from 

3 + 2 Recliner in i 

£92 

£6.99 sq yd 

Black or Brouun . 1 

Double from 

was £14.99 

£699 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Cressage Paving BT&D FENCING 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 




lOO’s of rolls and end of rolls 
in stock at knockdown prices 


. CARPETS GUARANTEED FITTING BEFORE CHRISTMAS 




beaUvourA 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 
^01902880541 



• TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 

lAdnanB 

0124* 530136331 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


Ml ^electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality |^Lp ^ 
local service call: 


“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAR Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124730 


Gardening 


•■tBIsu, 


1 1 


LWjQ'Q D Rqyv IQINERYit 

Floors to Doors 
Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes 
Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 

Bm6T8T28l9 

■0llk2T»588r5053M 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


J 




METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


HUNTER 

BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, 
Stairways. 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plastering 


M.GIDMAN 


Plastering & Property Maintenance 

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


ADI 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damg^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES J9L 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 



HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35,00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


FREE 

10% DISCOUNTS 

QUOTATIONS 

FOR OAP’S 


Contact Mark 07947 256939 0121 520 0382 

mgidmanplasterers@yahoo.co.uk 


CA. Plastering 

\ For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 



LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 



S 0121-565 4533 


T.L.S Fencing & Sheds 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
• Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07833 312126 
07606 867776 I 



Garage Doors 



J 


L M S 
GARAGE DOOR! 

All types of dodTjsM 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low costj, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey and] 
quote call 

0121 559 045;fj 
07592 I 18707 


Locksmiths 


J^ickRite 

local locksmith & Security Services 


U2J 


Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

Y Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist 

Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance |— 

approved locks used- Bs3621 ~ 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs I—— 


24 


NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 




\A 


25 POINT WINTER CHECK ONLY £10 
a ★ CLUTCHES & MOT’S ★ BRAKES ★ TYRES a 
★ PARTS AND ACCESSORIES ★ EXHAUSTS ★ SERVICING 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

12 Nev^wan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwichm70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD- 

LUMBIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
Vwww,household-p tubing ;o,uk ^ 




To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us af... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Posffo... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 
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Local Specialists 


i29 


Plumbing & Heating 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 



NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

JAN prices are plus VAT) Worcester hLseig 
tomi 


> Boiler Services 

> Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

> Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 




/ 

r Service a 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 

> Bathrooms fitted^^ • Heating 

> Tiling systems 

> Electrics Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\\\ Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 




07852150057 ds 



INSTALL, SERVICE & REPi 
Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
^All Gas and Plumbing work Landlord Safety Certificates 
PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 for free quote 

rsoiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 

Gas Hobs, Water Filters, Outside Taps etc a 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 


■ROB’S 


ESI 

1 20 YEARS I 


07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 



•RUBBISH 

■A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 
Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 


We load, 
No Skips 


Free Estimates 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 
it All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
it Roof Repairs & Re-pointing it Pressure washing 
it Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Garden, 
Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, 
White Goods, 
House Clearances 


^0121_500 6033 j 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 


PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


= 1=1 d = 


u 

TECH ROOFING 


ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

• Ridge Tiles • Chimney repairs 

• Repointing 

• Fascias, Soffits & * AN roof re P airs 

Guttering • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from £825 all inc 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge ^ 

NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 2461452 - 07955 338442 



Before 

: 

rw 


ALL 


T,T 


a =r \ i: 14 




ROOFING 


hm rm 

Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



CALL 07854 101 782 
07584 254 789 


A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) SET 

Over 35 years experience 


• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys i 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 


• All Building Work Undertaken 


• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Skip Hire 


ALL 


z-m. MZt 

LlJlL AREAS 

ESTPKI^S 



All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


07920 905774 


MT SKIPS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Window Specialists 


m skips 



(0121)5203388 
07721387990 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


To 

advertise 
yoOr w 
business 

Please call 


01902 319590 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


01902 319577 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 



































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 



can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

I-X 


Leisure 

Time 


Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday 12th December 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS14TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am / Buyers 10am 

Entry 30p/Tables £5 & £7.50 

Booked on 01922621179 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 13th December 


KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



BABY GRAND piano with seat, all in 
very good condition. £850. 

0121 357 6027. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 


359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 



CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 


hair & beauty 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 8684/4. 



CHRISTMAS FAYRE AND 
CHARITY RAFFLE 

Brook Street Community 
Centre, 1,Brook Street. 

Tipton. DY4 9DD. 
Saturday, December 12. 
From 12 noon - 3pm. 

Free admission. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

St Matthews Church, 
Windmill Lane, Smethwick. 

Saturday, December 12. 

10.30am -3pm 
Father Christmas, Tombola. 
Bargains for Christmas gifts. 


markets 

v_ 




ZANUSSI DISHWASHER Full size, 
£150, like new condition. 01922 
315063. 


*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£1 5 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 



BFC FURNITURE 



Beds direct from our factory save £££’s. 
Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan 
beds from £49. Mattresses from £29. 
Ditto & memory mals from £69. Fashion 
beds from £49 and hunk bed frames from 
£99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. 
Biggest selection of beds you will find 
anywhere at lowest factory direct price. 
Recliner & mobility lift 
and rise choose from 
our unrivalled selection, 
many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta 
leather lift and tilt 
Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 
Big selection of dual motor models in 
leather and fabric, many half price. 
Hundreds of suites - rediners 
comer unite, wing chairs 
at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance 
suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-Bpm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM ■ 4PM 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
CT7rn OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW , . 

TESCO & TOBY CARVERY ** 

0121 557 6885 


BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc. very good 
prices paid. 07592 290155. 

All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 0784T 596254 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

HORNBY 00 gage model railway 
layout, on 6ft x 4ft base, 50ft approx 
of track, 2/3 circuits, £325. For more 
information call 07581 659932. 

MODEL RAILWAY. Assortment of 
locomotives, carriages, tracks, 
buildings and controllers. For sale 
as onelot. Bargain! £350. 

01785 716881. 



WHIRLPOOL BATH, Liberty 
whirlpool bath and screen, (Bath- 
store). All complete. As new. Was 
fitted but hardly used. £300 ono. 

01922 278410. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3 years manufactu 
rers warranty. £485 ono. 01922 
745161 

PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3years manufactu 
rers warranty. £565. 01922 745161 


service 

v_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 




BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 



[ 


\ 

aerials 



A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 

" \ 

alarms/security 



carpentry & ^ 

joinery 



3 & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 

carpet & upholstery^ 


V cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 

n 

1 

I 


\ 

carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


Christmas 
^ trees/wreaths 


W1M 

•Nordmann/Fraser fir 'Lodge Pole Pine 
•Norway Spruce and Blue Spruce 
All standing with Larch block under cover 
Netting and delivery service available^ 

Sale starts 27th Nov - Open 7 Days 
Call: 0121 505 3558 
The Old Garden Centre 
Walsall Street, Wednesb 



' \ 

computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 



V 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 


Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 91992 366855/ 


87761 973975 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


handyman 

services 



FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


> 

house clearances 

\___ 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / | 

i decorators I 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


] 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 

V _ 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 



A absolute affordable skip 


RUSSELL 
SKIPS C* 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121)520 3388/07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


THEOBEN RAPID MARK 2 

22 calibre, telescopic sight, 2 
mags, silencer, fully camo plus 
472litre bottle gauges in date 4 
years. 

£600 ovno. 

07981 483111. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Nfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CANARIES FOR SALE, Dimor- 
phics, Satinettes. For details 
contact 01922 862067. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



■Jm.U.I.LIlffltt 





r *. . 


(MM (Mini 

All Black Couriery 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


BLOXWICH High St, 1 bed flat, 
recent refurb. £290 pem + bills. No 
DSS / Pets. Dept/Ref reqd. 07532 
391740/07502 106629. 


STUDIO Flat f/f bills included, p/p, 
deposit negotiable, nrS’well Hospi¬ 
tal. 07828 504083 / 07449 301735. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer WC C3I1 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped fan.. |. Am . 

■ Any condition BUy yOUl 

house in 


land and commercial enquiries welcome 


Or 01902 628060 


Wolverhampton properties 




WE PAY 100% 


of purchase price 

We buy any house 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


» We are a family run local business. 

• Buying properties for over 30 years. 

» A fair offer from people you can trust. 
» No fees - Free solicitors. 

• 30 Years experience 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... We will even buy your 



Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 


Houses/Land Required 


Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NEED TO 
SELL YOUR 


PROPERTY? 

Want a fast and hassle free 
completion ? 

Then call Jack today on 

07507 865668 


r 


Jobs 


REGISTERED DENTAL NURSES 

required due to expansion. Private 
practice. Good communication 
skills needed. Good opportunity to 
further career. Contact Sarah on 
0121 357 5000. 


CLASS 1 DRIVER 5 years 
experience. CPC holders required. 
Call 07961 116949 


CLASS 2 DRIVER required for local 
deliveries & collections. Must have 
roll-on roll-off hookloader experi¬ 
ence. Mostly driving 7.3 tonner. All 
local work. 7.30am-5pm. Wages 
negotiable. Call 0121 553 1673 


ina. 

Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 




PALLET MANUFACTURER 

Full time permanent positions 
available for repairing and 
manufacturing of pallets using 
nail guns, cross cut saws and 
2/4 way stripping machines. 
Must be physically fit as the 
role involves bending, lifting, 
walking, pushing and pulling of 
pallets. 

Ability to lift weights of 
20-30kgs. 

Ability to work in all weather 
conditions. 

Experience helpful but not 
essential as training will be 
provided. 

Salary discussed at interview 
Apply at www.giffords.biz 
(select job opportunities and 
complete the online application 

' - 500 4901. 


form) or call 0121 £ 


PALLET SORTER 

Full time permanent positions 
available for a Pallet Sorter 
Must be physically fit as the 
role involves bending, lifting, 
walking, pushing and pulling of 
pallets. 

Ability to lift weights of 
20-30kgs. 

Ability to work in all weather 
conditions. 

Must be able to count 
accurately. 

Experience desirable but not 
essential as training can be 
provided. 

Salary discussed at interview 
Apply at www.giffords.biz 
(select job opportunities and 
complete the online application 
form) or call 0121 1 


MOT TESTER/MECHANIC required 
Blackheath / Halesowen area. 
Good rates. Call 07400 898009 


HGV LGV PCV B+E Training 


pt m TlTm aiR l Free Drivin 9 Assessment 
0ne-2-0ne Tuition 

TtT ifTTY7/ Very High first time Pass Rate 

1 n // Clean modern trucks 

Initial and Periodic CPC 

01543 879 318 • 0121 550 0445 

www.britishhgv.co.uk 


SALES ADMINISTRATOR 

Experienced person required 
to work in a busy pallet sales 
office. 

Duties include dealing with 
telephone enquiries, providing 
quotes, processing orders, 
problem solving, sales order 
entry and general admin. 
Must be confident and 
enthusiastic with an excellent 
level of common sense and 
able to work on own initiative. 
36.5 hours per week. 
Competitive salary. 

Apply at www.giffords.biz 
(select job opportunities and 
complete the online application 
form) or alternatively call 
0121 500 4901 



BMW 320D M Sport, blue, 58 reg, 
145,000 miles, good condition, new 
engine fitted, £4,950 ono. 

07836 568903. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 5dr, 1.4, 
Petrol, 2004, 69,000, very good 
condition, lovely blue, MoT, ' >r ' 


condition, lovely blue, MoT, CD, 
A/C, remote CL/AL, EW, alloys. 
£1,700. 07851 012559. 


months MoT, low mileage, FSH, 
showroom condition, £2,295 
bargain. 07503 670510. 

NISSAN XTRAIL 4x4 diesel, 52 
plate, full MoT, CD player, air con, 
recent service, 112k, good condi¬ 
tion, £1,600 ono. 07903 177567. 

RENAULT MEGANE ESTATE 


Dynamique spec 1.5 DCi 2005, 
99,000, SH, MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion. Blue, 60 mpg, £30 Tax, 2 keys. 
22 475""'' 


£1,750. 07522 475039. 


TOYOTA YARIS 2005, lady owner, 
low mileage, MoT till April 2016, 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 

2008,(08) 5 Door 73,000 Miles, 
Black, Alloys, Electric windows, 
Electric mirrors, Air con, Long 
MoT Lady Owner Nice Condi¬ 
tion 

£2,895ono 

07773529080 


^BSB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 Bit. Hire, 25 Ye^rs 

25 CARS 


UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 


01902 490555 / 07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmacars.com 


CITREON BERLINGO MULTI¬ 
SPACE 2002, 103,000 Miles, 
Silver, Diesel, MOT June 16E795 
07940 798193 


CITY ROVER 1400 2004, 5 door 
hatchback, 55k, good condition. 9 
months MoT. £475. 07587 141101. 


FIAT PUNTO Active 1.2, 3dr, MoT, 
alloys, good condition, £550. 

(37444 309906. 


FIAT PUNTO Dynamic, 1.2, 04 rea., 
f.s.h. full MoT, blue, lovely condi¬ 
tion. £875. 01384 440258 / 07935 
337167. 


FORD KA STYLE. 07 reg, 68k, 
11 months MoT. Good condition, 
part service history ideal first car, 
two keys, £950. 07976 293994. 
FORD KA X reg., 103, 11 months 
MoT, power steering, cd, alloys, 
tyres, good condition. £275 
07570 - 


ono. 


good co 
466779. 


GOLF GT 2.0 Itr, V reg, 12 months 
MoT, full leather trim, veiy nice car 
for year, 128,000 miles. £750 ono. 
07740 380269. 


MAZDA 323G LX 1994,1 owner from 
new, 85k, met green, 10 mnths 
MoT, 4 brand new tyres, genuine, 
"""I. 07801 567 


reliable car. £395. 07801 563185. 
PEUGEOT 206LX 2002, 93,500 
Miles, black MoT Sept 16, good 
-- — 114 r™ 


runner. £695 01922 414953 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 53 reg, excel¬ 
lent condition, new clutch, bargain 
£695. 07565 857723. 


ROVER 45 1.6. 2003, MoT May 
2016,49,000 miles, good condition. 

£725 ono. 

Telephone 0121 526 4630. 

SILVER CROSS Surf pushchair and 
carrycot, black, all accessories, 
hardly used, or PX for surf twin 
puschair. £200 ono. 07561 896431. 

VOLKSWAGON POLO 1999, 
110,000 Miles, Blue, abs, air con, 
long MoT, pas, CD, Good runner, 
Genuine sale £550 ono 01543 
275592 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


HONDA SHADOW2002, 20,000 
miles, MoT. Very good condition. 
£1,665.01922 479743. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 




TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


07903 5 3849, 01902 597035. 



spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 


u 


A 


Local 

Information 



BERYL AUDREY MARY 
PARKES (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against 
or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 39 
Queensridge Court 82 Queensway 
Oldbury West Midlands B68 OLE, who 
died on 19/09/2015, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
19/02/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

SILKS SOLICITORS LTD 

27 Birmingham Street Oldbury 

West Midlands B69 4DY T458618 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Cape Hill, Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2016, intends to make an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
via Cape Hill, Smethwick between Montague Road and Windmill Lane. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 24/01/16 effective from 
07/01/16. Traffic will be diverted via Raglan Road, Windmill Lane, Cape Hill and vice-versa. 
Purpose - facilitate surfacing works as part of the on-going local safety scheme. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Church Road and Park Avenue, Rowley Regis) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order No.2 2015 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles 
from proceeding along the following roads in Rowley Regis: 1) Church Road - Rowley 
Village to Longmeadow; 2) Park Avenue - Church Road to boundary of No.48 Park 
Avenue. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 19/02/16, effective from 25/01/16. Traffic will be diverted as follows: a) for Church 
Road via Hawes Lane, Tippity Green Portway Road, Hanover Road and vice-versa and via 
Hanover Road, Throne Road, Oldbury Road, Henderson Way, Birmingham Road, Rowley 
Village and vice-versa; b) for Park Avenue via Church Road, Newhall Road, Bell End, Park 
Avenue and vice versa. Purpose - gas main replacement by Balfour Beatty for National 
Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Izons Turnover Bridge and Walsall Canal Public 
Right of Way, West Bromwich) (Temporary Footpath Closures) Order 2015, intends 
to temporarily prohibit pedestrians from proceeding via Izons Turnover Bridge and along 
Walsall canal towpaths (public right of way) each side of Walsall canal. Northbound 
between the bridge and parallel to Navigation Way, southbound between the bridge and 
the footway across the canal joining the Caparo buildings. Work is expected to be 
completed by 31/03/16, effective from 4/01/16. There will be no diversion route signed 
for pedestrians. Purpose - works to the canal bridge and towpath. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (M6 J7 Gyratory, A34 Birmingham Road, Great 
Barr) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2015, intends to make an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding via the east side of M6 J7 Gyratory, Birmingham 
Road, Great Barr except for vehicles exiting via the northbound exit slip travelling towards 
the Scott Arms junction, or vehicles wishing to access the motorway via M6 southbound 
entry slip. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 15/01/16 (03.30hrs) effective from 14/01/16 (21.30hrs). Traffic will be 
diverted via Birmingham Road, Queslett Road, around the Island at Beacon Road and 
back via Queslett Road, Birmingham Road. Purpose - structural inspection of A34 
viaduct. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 

This is a major application. 

DC/15/58833 Mr Michael Davies Land Adjacent 
Wednesbury Tame Valley 

Power Ltd Canal And 

Railway Line 
Bilport Lane 
Wednesbury 


Proposed construction of a 
standing reserve power plant 
comprising 14 No. gas 
reciprocating engine generators 
with an office and storage 
building, security and acoustic 
fencing, other ancillary structures 
and associated works (Revised 
application-DC/14/57417). 


This is a major application. 
DC/15/58777 Mr Mark Lewis 
J & P Lewis 
Metals Ltd 


Land At 
Blakeley Hall 
Road Oldbury 


Proposed industrial building for 
steel fabrication. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


(•CSV* 


GENTLEMAN AGED 79 

Honest and caring, with GSOH 
and OHAC. Enjoys music and 
days out. 

Seeks lady for friendship and 
companionship. Days out and 
holidays. Meals in or out. 
Must be a non-smoker. 
Cannock area. 

Please write to: 

Box Number P20156, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PETITE SLIM LADY 


WLTM non - smoking 
gentleman aged 55-65, with 
own car. 


Must be smart, intelligent and 
caring, for friendship/ 
relationship. 
Cannock, Stafford and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20157, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 


01902 317878 


Classified 


LONDON 

THEATRE 




Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 


Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton,returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to upgrade. 
Plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 


Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US at. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expreSSandstar.COITI 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 0 

FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 
MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 0 
LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855 0 

FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 0 
LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4198391 
SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821 0 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4294 Box 419673 
PROFESSIONAL black female age 52^ 

enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 

DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4299 Box 
418167 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
4291 Box:409715 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 4275 Box: 405297 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 4295 Box: 413399 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, 
own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 
39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 
JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 


JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
I one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
| 3955 Box No: 419579 11 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 
CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 
68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 


EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347 0 


BOSTON female 56 loyal, intelligent, loves 
history seeks dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4751421 


PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:360283 


MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109 0 

VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 



LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 



JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 

DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 

MOBILE LOVE MATCH 
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JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 
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FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 
FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195 0 

YOUNG early 40's female, 13SOH, kind, 

caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 0 
CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No: 4283683 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 

HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 
brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! Looking for 
non complicated fun times. Attractive, 
discreet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418089 0 
EMMA, 43, easygoing female looking to 
broaden her horizons, WLTM similar male for 
romantic liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009 0 

SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, live alone 
with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417751 0 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
| likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
| seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 0 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, curly hair, 
rugby fan, WLTM genuine male who will 
accept her as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417763 0 

ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, single lady, loves 
animals, WLTM uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417623 0 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 
SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not skinny 
WLTM single dad aged 39 to 45. Text only | 
to Mailbox No: 4295299 
FEMALE, 36, looking for a genuine guy to 
wine and dine me with lots of laughter and fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox No: 4758012 
JULIE, attractive early 40’s brunette, size 10, 
varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 
good conversations, spoiling and maybe 
more, status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418007 0 
TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 M 


MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709 0 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 
MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


IE 


on 

«J% l< eafly 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 


TACTILE, romantic guy, height 5ft 6in, loves 
good food and drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cuddles. Ready for 
love. Text only to Mailbox No: 4893329 
TALL attractive professional male, 50, 
GSOH, looking for some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418951 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418695 0 

COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly lady between 
45-55 for LTR, must like hugs, kisses, 
cuddles and holding hands. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4906088 

MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, caring, likes 
music, travel, meals out, casual drink, seeks 
female, 50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416997 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 


GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307 0 


COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks large cuddly 
lady 45 to 60 for LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4906088 



ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975 0 

ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 


MIKE late 60's fit, active, genuine and 
generous, very passive seeks assertive lady 
any age / looks for mutual benefits. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4747481 
STOCKY, bold, unhappily married man, 
seeks similar very discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4757315 

ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to 
meet female for day time fun and discreet 
meetings, any age or location. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077442 


TOM, a young 59 active attractive male, 5ft8, 
slimmish & fit with decent looks & friendly 
nature, many interests, looking for lady 
similar age. Text only to Mailbox no: 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 


averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 1 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 | 
CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 
romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 
KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383 0 
LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 
FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

0 


back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 0 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

SOPHIA very sensual black lady looking to 
acquire a new distraction with lots of adult fun 
thrown in for good measure. Race/age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 0 
BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 

KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 0 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 0 
WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 
JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 


SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM dominant 
female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 515 
4345 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 



GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307 0 

GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 
GENUINE caring male, seeks similar female 
for friendship or possibly more. Aged 
between 25-39. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4916049 

ANDY 53, widower, honest, genuine, caring, 
happy tactile, hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. Kidderminster. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4911450 


Men seeking men 



PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with own house 
and own car, I have a good sense of humour 
and I like going out, I'm looking for the right 
girl for friendship/relationship. Call me when 
you can. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465 0 


Bl male would like to meet same, 60 to 80 
years. Must be able to accommodate for fun 
weekends. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

Bl male WLTM same for weekend fun, 60 to 
70 years old. Must be able to accommodate. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4931168 


LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 0 


DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 


GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to hear from you. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773 


HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 


WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 


MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 0 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 


ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
caring, tactile, GSOH. Kidderminster based, 
hoping to love again with a decent loving lady. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4911450 
45 year old male with varied interests WLTM 
female 35 to 55 for fun and friendship and 
hopefully more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4215562 

ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
JAMES GSOH, likes theatre, meals out, 
socialising, seeking easy going female, 35- 
55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417469 0 

PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals out, seeks 
female, age/looks/status unimportant, with 
similar interests for adult fun text only. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063152 
MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 
TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 


Bl male would like to meet same. 60 to 80 

yrs. Must be able to accommodate. Coventry 
or Birmingham. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 


TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 
TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: £ 


Women seeking Women 


ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 
LONELY mother seeks female friends for 
enlivening/enlightening coffee chats, likes 
countryside animals etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 

Friends 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 07/12/15 
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More sport 
in the Vitara 

By John Griffiths 

Suzuki’s familiar Vitara was a bit of a trend¬ 
setter when it first hit the streets more than a 
quarter of a century ago. 

Back in those days it had little competition in the 
compact SUV sector, for people who wanted practi¬ 
cality with all-weather ability. 

Now, it seems, almost every major car maker is dipping its 
toes in what has become the fastest growing sector of the 
market. But a new lighter, sleeker and better equipped Vitara 
launched earlier this year is holding its own, and now a new 
secret weapon has been unveiled: a more sporty, high spec¬ 
ification version with turbo power. 

Prices haven’t yet been announced, but the new Vitara 
S is expected to come in at around £21,000 with Suzuki’s 
Allgrip four wheel drive system. The entry level 1.6 litre, two 
wheel drive version starts the new Vitara range launched 
earlier this year at £13,999. 

The new 1.4 litre ‘Boosterjet’ petrol engine is new to Su¬ 
zuki and with 140PS on tap it’s 17 per cent more powerful 
than its 1,600cc stablemate. That, naturally, makes the S 
version the quickest Vitara over the benchmark 0 to 62mph 
sprint with a time of 10.2 seconds - 1.3 seconds faster. 

But not many of us are interested in the traffiic light sprint: 
the big story is that the turbo engine has 220Nm of torque, 
41 per cent more than the 1.6 and that makes an impact on 
how the Vitara S drives in everyday situations. 

Unlike a standard petrol engine which needs revs to 
extract the power, maximum torque is available from just 
1,500rpm so it pulls strongly from just above tickover, cruis¬ 
es more smoothly and quietly, and has stronger in-gear ac¬ 
celeration for rapid overtaking. It feels more relaxed, with 
almost effortless progress. Motorway cruising is particularly 
quiet, adding to the refined and ‘grown up’ feeling of the car. 

Yet in spite of the advantages it is capable of averaging 
53.3mpg according to official figures - just Impg behind 
the less powerful 1.6. Suzuki’s engineers have carried out a 
range of other technical improvements to improve efficien¬ 
cy. Apart from your costs at the pumps, it means this most 
powerful and sporty Vitara has a C02 rating of 127g/km, 
pretty impressive (and tax efficient) for a four wheel drive. 

Suzuki’s Allgrip four wheel drive system is well proven. 
With the three position switch set to ‘Auto’ only the front 
wheels are powered to save fuel in normal driving condi¬ 
tions, with torque diverted to the rear axle only if the sen¬ 
sors detect slippage. Sport mode apportions power for 
best cornering performance on twisty roads, while ‘Lock’ is 
designed to ensure maximum traction on all four wheels in 
snow and mud. There’s also a hill descent control, which 
uses pulses of braking to keep the car at a crawl on steep, 
slippery slopes without tobogganing. All Vitara’s have ‘hill 
hold control’ to stop the car rolling backwards. With its 
new suspension system, ride and dynamics in the Vitara S 
are more car like than rock ‘n’roll SUV. While it still has the 
ground clearance and firm springing it needs to tackle tough 
off-road work it’s sufficiently well damped to smooth out the 
bumpier bits of a typical b-road. 

Cornering 

Steering is light enough for manoeuvring around town, 
but provides adequate feedback on the open road. Body roll 
is well suppressed so that brisk cornering isn’t an uncom¬ 
fortable business where the height of the vehicle (great for 
easy access and visibility) becomes a disadvantage, 

It’s combination of electronic stability systems, ABS and 
all wheel drive, were put to the test in a slalom and ‘avoid¬ 
ance’ test involving the sort of rapid changes of direction 
you’d make in an emergency. It was enough to convince 
journalists taking part that the Vitara was able to cope with 
the sort of situation you’d really rather avoid on the road. 

If the worst does happen, it has seven airbags and a body 
structure which enabled it to score a maximum five stars in 
the EuroNCAP crash tests. 

As you’d expect from a new sporting flagship model, 
there are visual clues which set it apart - notably the unique 
17-inch black alloy wheels prominent chrome grille and matt 
chrome wing mirrors. 

The Vitara range is well equipped as standard, and the 
S model is the flagship of the range, kitted out to premium 
saloon standard which makes its likely £21,000 price tag 
look even more competitive. It includes a seven-inch central 
touchscreen which controls the audio, navigation, and full 
smartphone connectivity systems. 

Suede seats, automatic air conditioning, automatic and 
self-levelling headlamps, electrically heated and adjustable 
door mirrors, front and rear parking sensors, a rear parking 
camera, electric windows, rear privacy glass and electric 
windows are among the highlights. All Vitaras have a fam¬ 
ily-sized 375 litres of cargo space, rising to 710 litres if the 
split/fold rear seats are folded flat. Roof rails are standard. 

The Vitara has undergone various makeovers but essen¬ 
tially it’s been around since 1988 and there’s a good reason 
for that: despite the growing competition buyers like it, and 
Suzuki has built up a strong reputation for reliability and cus¬ 
tomer service. 

Price, of course, always plays a part in buyers’ decisions 
so there will still be plenty going for the 1.6 litre petrol or die¬ 
sel engined options. But while the Vitara S with its 1.4 Boost¬ 
erjet engine is at the top of the range price-wise, it’s also the 
best equipped and sportiest version. And, arguably, offers 
the most refined driving experience too which will doubtless 
attract not only Suzuki drivers who want to change up, but 
converts from rival brands, too. 
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THINK YOU CAN'T 
' AFFORD A NEW CAR? 




WHATA LOAD 

OF SCRAP. 


We'll give you 


£ 2 , 000 ' 


scrappage for your old car to put towards 
a brand new Vauxhall across our ranged 

CONTACT US TODAY 


NEW 


Available with up to 5 years corsa 1.2 limited 3 door 

o% apr 


HEATED WINDSCREEN 

AIR CONDITIONING 

INTELU-UNKAUDIO SYSTEM 

ELECTRICALLY ADJUSTABLE & HEATED DOOR MIRRORS 

17-INCH BLACK ALLOY WHEELS 

BLUETOOTH 

BODY-COLOUR FRONT LOWER SPOILER, SIDE SILLS, 
REAR ROOF SPOILER REAR LOWER SKIRT 


REPRESENTATIVE 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE* 



INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


PLUS 1 YEARS 
FREE INSURANCE* 

I I CASH PRICE £13,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £0 
I BALANCE £11,999 

CASH PRICE £13,999 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £0 I AMOUNT OF CREDIT £11,999 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £199.981 TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,999 


JFree Insurance terms and conditions - First year insurance offer available on New Corsa Limited Edition and ADAM SLAM only, excluding ADAM S. All drivers must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten byAgeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms 
and Conditions apply. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months, your 
contribution will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for excessive speeding or consistently poor driving. T&Cs apply. Correct at time of going to press. 


NEW 

CORSA 1.2 ENERGY 
3 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %A p R 

#U Representative 



I CASH PRICE £11,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £9,540 

CASH PRICE £11,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £9,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£159 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £11,999 



NEW 

ADAM 1.2 GLAM 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0%£5 



I CASH PRICE £13,230 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £490 
I BALANCE £10,740 

CASH PRICE £13,230 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £490 I 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £10,740 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£179 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,230 



NEW 

MOKKA1.6 EXCLUSIV 
5 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

• BLUETOOTH 

• FULL ELECTRICS 

• ELECTRICWINDOWS 

• HEATED SEATS FRONT & REAR 

• PARKING SENSORS 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %APR 

/O Representative 



60 MONTHS AT 


I CASH PRICE £17,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
1 DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £15,540 


CASH PRICE £17,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £15,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£259 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £17,999 


Vision Motors Limited - Wednesbury 

0121 796 2927 

www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 


57 Bridge Street 
Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). 
Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 
emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

Vision Vauxhall. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commision may be received. 

tAvailable on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Customer deposit shown after deduction of 
any Vauxhall and/or Retailer contributions where applicable. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. *£2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards a new car is offered on condition that the traded-in car has been 
registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document is in your name and address. Offers available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales categories are excluded. Offers apply to 
selected new vehicles registered between 8 October 2015 and 15 December 2015. ■'Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, New Corsa Sting, New Corsa Sting R. Ts&Cs apply. Participating Retailers only. UK supplied vehicles only. #OfficialEU-regulated test data are provided 
for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 


Luxury on 
big wheels 
in ‘palace’ 

By John Griffiths 

If you’re going to name your flagship car af¬ 
ter a palace, you’d better be sure that it lives 
up to its billing. 

Well you wouldn’t expect great masters on the wall 
or the crown jewels, but SEAT’S big seven seater 
does offer a taste of luxury on wheels. 

Certainly it’s been enough to win the Alhambra no less 
than 13 ‘best MPV’ awards in Britain and now it’s become 
even better. The second generation car first seen in 2010 
has undergone a makeover: few major changes on the out¬ 
side but a raft of upgrades to the interior, communications 
technology and safety, plus new and more efficient engines. 

With prices from £24,885 to £35,770 it is competitively 
priced for luxury family transport, undercutting even some 
of its own cousins from the Audi VW Group. 

The Alhambra is, by any standards, a big car: if you’re 
now carrying passengers you can fold down the rear seats 
and load a staggering 2,300 litres of cargo on board (more 
than some vans). But whereas some early seven-seaters 
were actually derived from vans the Alhambra experience is 
in the upmarket saloon class. Only with more room. 

That is one of the reasons SEAT has powered up the 
two turbo diesel options - the ‘old’ 140PS is replaced by a 
150PS version, and the 177PS by a 184PS. 

In this class of car boosting the horsepower, and torque 
isn’t all about performance, it’s about providing the power 
and torque to drive a relatively heavy vehicle more smoothly 
and quietly. In a word, refinement. 

That was evident with the test car, a £34,840 SE Lux in . 
It was powered by the 184PS version of the two litre diesel, 
mated to the now familiar DSG six speed transmission - 
probably the smoothest, most responsive automatic on the 
market. If you’re in the market for this type of car, the £1,300 
extra cost of DSG over manual seems like money well spent. 

There’s plenty of performance but this combination 
makes progress particularly relaxed, and quiet, That upmar¬ 
ket saloon feeling again. 

The new Alhambras also now come with a dynamic chas¬ 
sis control button, allowing you to set up the dampers for 
normal, comfort or sport mode, for a more supple ride or a 
more sporting response to steering input. 

Best seller 

The SE Lux specification, although it is near the top of 
the price range, proved to be one of the best-sellers in the 
previous range. That’s perhaps an indication that custom¬ 
ers appreciate the value for money compared to a less well 
equipped rival. As an alternative, there’s a sports themed 
range-topper, the FR Line. 

The Alhambra doesn’t feel its size on the road, and can be 
hustled along winding b-roads with confidence. Sports sus¬ 
pension and a limited slip differential on the 184PS versions 
add to the dynamic competence of this top-powered model. 

Official figures credit this top-powered version a fuel aver¬ 
age of 53.3mpg and C02 emissions of 139g/km (exactly the 
same as the manual). For the 150PS version, the figures are 
0 to 62mph in 10.4 seconds, 55.4mpg and 132mpg. 

The third engine option is new to the Alhambra. It’s a 1.4 
litre petrol, but thanks to the now well proven TSI technology 
it turns out an impressive 150PS of power and 250Nm of 
torque: enough to tackle the benchmark sprint in 10 sec¬ 
onds and average better than 42mpg (C02 rating 150g/km). 

A few years ago a 1,400cc petrol engine would have 
seemed ludicrous in a car like this,for which it would have 
been underpowered and uneconomical. But that was before 
TSI - a small capacity, turbocharged engine - which many 
manufacturers now emulate, You get 1.4 litre economy when 
the engine is cruising or on light loads, but the extra torque 
of a turbo when you need power for overtaking or tackling 
steep hills. Once again, it has the additional advantage of 
extra refinement in everyday driving. 

On the outside, new LED tail lights, black high gloss B 
pillars, a new grille and new alloy wheels distinguish the 
facelifted Alhambra but it’s inside where the biggest im¬ 
provements have taken place. Practicality hasn’t changed, 
with the five split/fold down centre and third row seats, Wide 
opening, sliding rear doors make access to the rear easier. 

The centre colour touchscreen now comes with a range 
of connectivity options likely to appeal to the business user 
and younger family members. There’s even a new ‘Connect’ 
specification, illustrating a range of systems by which mobile 
phone apps can be fully integrated with the in car systems. 

There’s a new multi collision braking system, designed 
to prevent the car being shunted into further danger even if 
the driver has been temporarily incapacitated in a collision, 
As befits a car designed for families, additional safety sys¬ 
tems take centre stage with blind spot monitoring joining 
the standard electronic stability control and other electronic 
wizardry such as parking assistand a driver fatigue warning. 

It’s not difficult to see why the Alhambra has become an 
awarded winner and this latest makeover will serve to keep 
it ahead of the pack. 

It’s roomy, refined, flexible and ideal for families, at a com¬ 
petitive price. The new, more efficient engines and the latest 
hi-tech connectivity options will make it even more of an at¬ 
traction for business users. 








































Bright start 
is soon 
snuffed out 
for Tivs 

Tividale 1 Lincoln Utd 3 

ONCE again Tividale failed to 
make a bright spell last for the 
whole 90 minutes as they slumped 
to another Evo-Stik First Division 
South defeat. 

Debutant Tividale keeper Mihai 
Gherasim was called into action in 
the first minute to deny Ben Fair- 
clough. 

Robert Norris fired off target 
before Jack McGovern’s cross 
was somehow turned wide by Tiv- 
idale’s Jacob Barnes as the visitors 
pressed. 

Tividale responded and Tom 
Turton hit the bar before Chris 
Rabone was denied by Lincoln 
keeper Sam Vince. 

The hosts made a perfect start 
to the second half when a Jason 
Chilton free-kick was stabbed 
home by Chris Sterling. 

Malachi Farquharson wasted a 
chance to put Tivi 2-0 up and were 
made to pay when Nathan White- 
head cashed in on a slip by Gher¬ 
asim to make it 1-1. 

The goal seemed to deflate Tiv¬ 
idale and they fell behind when 
McGovern netted from close range 
and the victory was secured when 
a wind-assisted cross from Daniel 
Brookes sailed over Gherasim and 
into the net. 

Gherasim made some amends 
for his error and he came to the 
rescue with two brilliant saves. 

Lincoln made the game safe 
with 15 minutes to go with a bi¬ 
zarre looking goal. 

The visitors then controlled the 
remainder of the game as Tividale 
never put enough pressure on the 
Lincoln defence to get something 
out of the game. 

The defeat leaves Tividale bot¬ 
tom of the table. 


First premier 
win still eludes 
Tipton squad 

Tipton Town 0 Dudley Town 1 

TIPTON Town are still searching 
for their first West Midlands Pre¬ 
mier Division win of the season af¬ 
ter slipping to a single goal defeat at 
home to Dudley Town. 

Dudley bagged the all-important 
goal on 10 minutes when tricky 
winger Christian Ekwealo capital¬ 
ized on a Tipton defensive error to 
fire home. 

Tipton responded far better there¬ 
after but the driving and rapidly 
swirling wind was the real winner, 
disrupting any pattern of play with 
it’s sheer force and sudden vagaries 
and changes of direction. 

Robbie Duffield came agonisingly 
near to salvaging a point for the 
hosts when his volley whistled just 
past the Dudley post with full-time 
just a couple of minutes away. 


Delight as zak signs on for next year 


BIRMINGHAM Speedway are de¬ 
lighted to announce the return of 
talented teenager Zach Wajtknecht 
for next season. 

And the move means the 17-year- 
old has completed an amazing rise 
from reserve to top spot in the 
Surestop Brummies side within a 
year. 

The signing is sure to be greeted 
warmly by Perry Barr fans as he 
joins Tom Perry and exciting re¬ 
serves Jack Smith and Jack Parkin- 

Zach with Graham Drury and Tony Mole son-Blackburn. He said: “After the 



way last season went, Birmingham 
was the only club I really wanted to 
be with in the National League and 
I’m over the moon to be back. 

“The supporters are brilliant, I 
love the track and I’m loving the 
look of the team for next year so far. 

“I know there’s a lot more expec¬ 
tation on me next season, but I’m 
determined to prove I’ve got what it 
takes to stay at No.l and be one of 
the best riders in the league.” 

Team manager Graham Drury is 
equally delighted to have ‘the little 


grasshopper’ back on board. 

“Zach was always another prior¬ 
ity when building the team for 2016 
and I’m so happy to have him lead¬ 
ing from the front next season,” said 
Drury. 

“It will be a totally different sort 
of pressure for the lad next year but 
I have every confidence that he will 
have another fantastic season and 
score plenty of important points for 
us over the course of the season. 

“Zach is one of the most exciting 
young, British talents.” 



weds whitewash as 
loss streak goes on 


Tamworth RUFC 38 Wednesbury RUFC 0 

WEDNESBURY travelled to face top 
of the league Tamworth, where their 
losing streak not only continued but 
they were shutout. 

The weather played a role in this game, 
the very strong swirling wind making it dif¬ 
ficult for both sides and sometimes helping 
the kickers while at other times being a big 
hindrance. 

It didn’t take Tamworth long to get into their 
stride and after just five minutes they exploited 
a gap in the Wednesbury defence to run in their 
first try then added the conversion. 

It took Tamworth a further 12 minutes to in¬ 
crease their score, this time a virtual copy of their 
first try, the only difference being this time they 
missed the conversion. 

Wednesbury were not sitting back and taking 
it they continued to push forward testing their 
opponents but the visitors were unable to make 
the breakthrough. 

The Wednesbury pack had another excellent 
game but all their hard work came to nothing 
and in the last 15 minutes of the half the home 
side ran in a further three tries and two conver¬ 
sions. 

Performing 

Wednesbury started the second half much bet¬ 
ter their pack performing well in the scrum and 
lineout. 

The Allwood twins, Lee and Jordan, were doing 
sterling work with Dave Hall and Lee Baker 
doing lots of ball carrying then laying off the ball 
to their wingers. 

There was also Ben Baker and Rhys Nickle 
who did a lot of runs but were unable to break 
through the Tamworth defence which held solid 
throughout the game. 

Then the injury jinx hit Wednesbury again 
they lost two of their front row Kev Ferris and 
John Cleaver to injuries. 

This forced Wednesbury to reshuffle their 
pack, during the few minutes it took them to ad¬ 
just , Tamworth took the advantage to score their 
sixth try and then converted. 

For the last 20 minutes Wednesbury played 
their best rugby of the game driving the home 
side backwards but still unable to break down the 


The Wednesbury pack performed well but the team still suffered a shutout at the hands of Tamworth 


Tamworth defence. Wednesbury coach Gary Summers 
awarded his man of the match to Dave Hall, he said 
Dave had a great game in the scrum and around the 
park his tackling was superb. 

Coach Summers went on to say, “We lost the game 
in the first twenty minutes, if we had played all the 
game like we did the last twenty minutes the result 
might have been much different.” 

The win cements Tamworth’s place at the top of 


the table and sees Wednesbury firmly rooted in the 
bottom spot. 

Next week Wednesbury are on the road again trav¬ 
elling to face Willenhall kick off 2.15pm. 

Wednesbury Seconds lost away to Barton under 
Needwood Seconds 27-10 . 

Wednesbury’s points coming from tries by Alex 
Love and Daniel Hill. 


Grealish 
is brought 
back into 
the fold 

MIDFIELDER Jack Grealish is 
back training with Villa’s first 
team, manager Remi Garde has 
confirmed. 

The talented 20-year-old had 
been forced to spend time with the 
development squad after being 
pictured in a nightclub following a 
4-0 defeat to Everton last month, 
but Garde has now revealed his 
punishment is over. 

The Frenchman said: “Jack is 
back with the group now. 

“I am pleased to have him back 
because he’s an important player 
for the group. 

“I am also pleased regarding 
how Jack trained over the past two 
weeks with the under-21s. 

“Jack is back. 

“I am happy for that - and for 
the team.” 

Grealish had been banished 
from his club’s first-team training 
sessions after images of him out in 
Manchester emerged following Vil¬ 
la’s thrashing at Goodison Park on 
November 21. 

Garde called his actions “not 
of a professional standard” in ex¬ 
plaining his punishment and the 
midfielder subsequently missed 
the defeat to Watford and the 
draw with Southampton over the 
past two weekends as a result. 

Grealish played all 90 minutes 
in the under-21s’ 2-1 win over 
Derby on Monday and is now back 
training with the first-team squad 
ahead of the bottom side’s home 
clash with Garde’s old club Arse¬ 
nal this weekend. 

It is not the first time Grealish’s 
off-field antics have produced un¬ 
wanted headlines for Villa since he 
burst onto the scene last season in 
their run to the FA Cup final. 
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Clegg will 
continue as 
a Heathen 

MAX Clegg will stay in Cradley col¬ 
ours next season - and boss Will 
Pottinger has immediately chal¬ 
lenged him to become the National 
League’s top rider. 

Clegg comes in on a 9.72 average 
and Pottinger is confident he can 
maintain that figure in what he feels 
will be the biggest year of his short 
short career so far. 

Pottinger, said: “I’ve got no 
doubts whatsoever that Max has 
got what it takes to be the National 
League’s best rider. 

“He’s shown on numerous occa¬ 
sions what he is capable of and has 
contributed a high proportion of 
points in many of our team victories 
over the last few seasons. 

“He did a very good job for us last 
year; I can’t recall too many meet¬ 
ings where he didn’t score double 
figures” 



28-32 High Street, West Bromwich B70 6JT 
redleafworldbuffet.co.uk 

We do not serve Halal meat ^ f 


.... CbnjjAim^ * ^ just 


£ 


Box& ASt >AY 


£ 40.99 

until 24 Dec 

*t/c apply, see website 




Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 






















Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 



Delight as Zak 
signs on the line 

Page 35 


wednesbury hit v 
by whitewash 

Page 35 


16 


SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Team want 
Rondon to 
be fearless 

ALBION’S players love ‘tireless’ Salo¬ 
mon Rondon according to keeper Boaz 
Myhill, and they’re desperate for the 
striker to start taking his chances. 

Rondon terrorised the Tottenham 
defence on Saturday but was left ruing 
missed opportunities for the second 
week running . 

If the Venezuelan had scored his 
header at Upton Park and managed to 
control Craig Gardner’s cross at The 
Hawthorns, Albion could be on a three- 
match winning streak. 

All three of his goals have come from 
his head, and with Saido Berahino out of 
favour, there is now more onus on the 
£12million striker to find the net. 

“All the lads love him,” said Myhill. 
“You’ve just got to watch the way he 
plays. 

“It’s tireless, his running, and he suits 
the way we play. He’s getting his chances 
now and hopefully he can start sticking 
some away because it’s the reward he 
deserves for the hard work he puts in. 

“He’s a great player, he’s done really 
well for us.” 

Myhill himself is now looking over his 
shoulder anticipating the return of Ben 
Foster. 

Out since March with a damaged ante¬ 
rior cruciate knee ligament, Albion’s for¬ 
mer number one is now back in training. 

“It’s definitely a strange situation 
going to pop up soon,” said Myhill. 
“There’s obviously three of us here now 
and everybody wants to play. 

“We’ll see how it goes, it’s down to the 
manager. 

“It’s great for the manager to have 
options, it’s what they want in every po¬ 
sition. We’ve got it, so the ball is in the 
manager’s court.” 

Meanwhile, Stephane Sessegnon is re¬ 
ceiving treatment on his hamstring and 
is a doubt for Sunday’s game. 

TD grab a share of 
the points after 
losing the lead 

Team Dudley 2 FC Stafford 2 

FC Stafford made the second of their 
four consecutive away fixtures and 
matched the result from the previous 
week. 

Stafford were without the service of 
Matt Bickley, Alex Barnfather, Matt 
Rhodes and George Kirkland from the 
previous week but we’re able to recall 
Lee Melvin, Ryan Brown and Sam Wa¬ 
terfall to the squad. 

The visitors had the first effort when 
Ben Smith saw his drive saved and then 
went close when Ryan Brown struck the 
post. 

Dudley took the lead from a corner 
just before the break but Stafford were 
level in the second half when Smith 
hammered home. 

Smith then fired Stafford in front from 
the penalty spot after Thomas Duffy had 
been fouled. 

But Stafford’s victory hopes were 
dashed when Nathan Jones fired in a 
fine free-kick. 

The game opened up as fresh introduc¬ 
tions for Dudley were accompanied by 
the arrival of Danny Clarke for Stafford. 


Terriers get their teeth into Blues 



Michael Morrison after Blues suffered defeat 


Blues 0 Huddersfield 2 

BLUES slumped to yet another home defeat as 
lowly Huddersfield picked up a valuable three 
points with the victory at St Andrew’s. 

The hosts never recovered from a disastrous 
start when Joe Lolley gave the Terriers a shock 
lead after just 31 seconds. 

Blues attempted to get back into the game - 
and out of their recent slump in fortunes follow¬ 
ing an outstanding start to the season - but an 
83rd-minute goal from Nahki Wells settled the 
issue for the visitors. 

Blues, with only one home win in their previ- 


Football 


ous six games at home, were expected to be more 
positive. Instead they again started with only one 
striker, which played into the hands of Hudders¬ 
field as they exploited the situation and get the 
first three points for new manager David Wag¬ 
ner. Huddersfield moved out of the relegation 
zone with the victory, only their fourth of the 
campaign. 

The Terriers were bright and adventurous and 
certainly responded to the call from Wagner to 
adopt a more attacking style. 


FANS CHEERS 
FOR M«CIEAN 


Albion 1 Spurs 1 

THE roar of approval which 
greeted the Albion team at the 
final whistle was proof of how 
far they’ve come. 

Where once there were boos, now 
there are cheers. This was a far cry 
from the insipid performances Tony 
Pulis’ side produced at The Hawthorns 
at the start of the season. 

It was a full-blooded match full of excitement, 
tension and meaty challenges. 

More importantly, Albion were on the front 
foot for the majority of the second half and, just 
like at Upton Park, came away disappointed not 
to have won. 

Before the match, the Baggies had taken the 
least number of shots in the league, but on Sat¬ 
urday they had 11 efforts in total. 

Spurs extended their unbeaten run to 14 
games but only because Hugo Lloris pulled off 
a short-range wonder-save from Jonas Olsson. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s team have been praised 
for pressing teams, but it was Albion who hunted 
down the ball on Saturday and won it in danger¬ 
ous positions. 

Inspired 

Moving Jonny Evans into a holding midfield 
role proved an inspired decision. 

Not only did the former Manchester United 
defender mop up play in the centre circle and 
stop Spurs before they had a chance to get going, 
he also got forward. 

It was Evans’ interception midway inside the 
Spurs’ half which led to James McClean’s equal¬ 
iser. 

Playing just one screening midfielder in a 4-1- 
4-1 formation allowed Darren Fletcher to ven¬ 
ture forward more often. 

McClean put in his usual energetic perfor¬ 
mance but could have been shown red for a 
strong yet reckless tackle on Moussa Dembele in 
the centre circle. 

His passion makes him the player he is, but he 
needs to learn how to harness it. 

Overall, Salomon Rondon had one of his best 
games in an Albion shirt but he needs to start 
converting his chances. 



Kyle Walker of Tottenham Hotspur and James McClean of West Bromwich Albion 


Villa can’t hold on to lead at Saints 


Southampton 1 Villa 1 

VILLA’S winless run was ex¬ 
tended to 14 matches as they 
failed to hold on at a South¬ 
ampton side who entered the 
game on the back of three con¬ 
secutive defeats. 

Joleon Lescott gave the vis¬ 
itors an undeserved lead and 
exceptional opportunity with a 
goal in the first half, but they 


remain bottom of the Premier 
League after substitute Oriol 
Romeu secured a 1-1 draw. 

After Wednesday’s 6-1 Cap¬ 
ital One Cup defeat at home 
to Liverpool, Saints manager 
Ronald Koeman had spoken of 
his team’s lack of balance be¬ 
tween defence and attack and 
his belief it may be necessary to 
alter their approach. Koeman 


may have been worried about 
his team’s poor run, but his 
concerns were minimal in com¬ 
parison to Remi Garde. 

In his three gamesat Villa, 
the Frenchman has overseen 
two defeats and a draw and 
from the team which lost 3-2 at 
home to Watford came in Rudy 
Gestede, Leandro Bacuna, 
Jores Okore and Lescott. 


Myhill well 
impressed 
by Lloris 

ALBION keeper Boaz Myhill says Hugo 
Lloris’s save to deny Jonas Olsson was 
the best he’s ever seen. 

Shocked that the Spurs fans behind 
him didn’t applaud the Frenchman’s 
match-saving intervention, Myhill reck¬ 
ons it was two points dropped for Albion 
rather then one gained. 

Lloris denied Olsson from close range 
with roughly 15 minutes to go as the 
Baggies attempted to find a winner in 
an impressive second half performance. 

“I think I’ve seen the best save I’ve 
ever seen in real life,” said an obvious¬ 
ly-impressed Myhill. 

“You can’t legislate for saves like 
that. I was stood in front of the Spurs 
fans and I’m half turning around going 
‘aren’t you going to clap that?’ because 
that’s one of the best I’ve seen. 

“They must not have been able to see 
that far up the pitch. 

“It’s a great save, unfortunately we 
couldn’t get the win, but that’s three 
unbeaten now which is brilliant.” 

Lloris made the save at 1-1 after 
James McClean’s header had cancelled 
out Dele Alli’s volley in the first half. 

The ball travelled 50 yards before Alii 
volleyed it through Myhill’s legs and the 
keeper said the swirling windy condi¬ 
tions made decision-making difficult. 

“Warming up before the game I didn’t 
know what was going on,” said the 
Welsh stopper. “I was practising crosses 
and it was just a lottery, the ball was 
swinging around all over the shop and it 
just made it hard to read. 

“From my point of view, I just waited 
for it to try and work out where it was 
going to go and obviously one of their 
players has gambled and latched on to 
it.” 

Apart from the goal, Myhill was only 
called into action by Mousa Dembele and 
Erik Lamela. 

Brummies set the 
season ticket tarif 

BIRMINGHAM Brummies have con¬ 
firmed their season ticket and race night 
admission prices for the 2016 campaign. 

2016 Season Ticket prices are:Adults - 
£150, seniors & students - £130, children 
(6-16) - £20, table in grandstand £25. 

2016 Race night admission prices: 
Adults £13, seniors & students £11, chil¬ 
dren (6-16) £2, children (5 & under) free. 

An application form can be down¬ 
loaded from www.birminghambrum- 
mies .co/admission 

All cheques must be made payable to: 

Birmingham Speedway PBS Ltd, 2 
Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, 

Worcs. DY11 7DN. 
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Jamie 

Made it happen with 
an apprenticeship 

Now: Customer Team 



Manager for the AA 

“I strongly believe the 
apprenticeship has 
given me the skills and 
knowledge to be able to 
work within a customer 
service environment, 
and this has helped me 
gain my management 
position.” 



Keenia 

Made it happen 
with Central 
Sixth 

AAA - English 
Language & 
Literature, Art & 
Design, Media 
Studies 

Now: Studying 
English with 
Creative Writing at 
the University of 
Birmingham 



Denise 

Made it happen 
with Photography 

Now: Official 
photographer for 
London Fashion 
Week and the 
London Marathon 

“I never expected to 
be where I am today. 
I’m covering events 
that I used to only 
see on TV!” 



A*AA- 

Biology, 

Maths, 

Chemistry 


Now - 
Studying 
Medicine 
at the 

University of 
Birmingham 


mm 


“I had always loved acting 
but didn’t know how to 
make a career of it. It 
was only when I went to 
Sandwell College that they 
spoke to me about drama 
school and funding ideas 
that it opened my eyes to 
it being a possibility.” 


Alice 


Made it 
happen with 
Central Sixth 


A*AC - 
Geography 
Biology, 
Chemistry 


Now - 
Studying 
Biology at 
Lancaster 
University 


Umqua 


Made it happen with 
Business Studies 


Now: Received 5 university 
offers, including 3 offers 
from Aston University to 
study International Business 
Business and International 
Relations, and Business 
Management and Public 
Policy 


“I was so pleased to get 
so many offers. I got 13 
distinctions which definitely 
helped.” 


MAKE IT 
HAPPEN 


Pavanjit 


Made it 

happen 

with 

Central 

Sixth 


Amy 

Made it happen with 
Performing Arts 

Now: A West End and 


Made it happen 
with Engineering 


Now: Employed by Hyder 
Consulting, the company 
behind Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and the world’s 
tallest building, Burj Khalifa, 
in Dubai 


“My diploma at Sandwell 
College has given me the 
skills and knowledge I need 
to progress in my career and 
get me my position here.” 


National Theatre artist 


Kieran 


Nisha 


Made it happen 
with Dental 
Nursing 


Now: In her final 
year of a dentistry 
degree at Aston 
University 


“I started my future 
career by working 
as a college dental 
nursing apprentice 
and completing my 
A Levels. I’m now 
on my way to doing 
what I always 
wanted.” 
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XH^PRElStK^SH^ 


Tom Smallman 
- former 
automotive 
apprentice - 
now working 
i on the Mark 

2 Jaguar at 
| restoration 


apprentice at 
college - now 
portal application 
analyst at 

world-renowned 

CapGemini. 


dental nursing 
apprentice 
- now in 
final year 
of dentistry 
degree 
at Aston 
University. 


Hammond 

- joined the 
AA as an 
apprentice 

- front line 
manager by 
age of 21. 


specialists CMC. 


TEL0121667 5018 


future 

SKILLS 


Bricklaying 


\tehicle Body Repair - 

Ve hicle Refinishing _ 

Warehousing and Sto rag 

Painting^ndDec^atirig 


Carpentry 


Engineering 


Fitted Interiors 


p.iciness Administrat ion 

Childcare _ 

Customer Service _ 

Dental Nursing _ 


R..itdinci Maintenance 


Plastering 


Team Leading 


Sandwell YOUR BUSINESS COLLEGE 
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FUTURE 

SKILLS 

8ANDWELL 



c o L L 


E G E 


APPRENTICESHIP VACANCIES 
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND 

THE STARTING POINT FOR YOUR CAREER 


Bricklaying 


Light Vehicle Mechanics 


Business Administration 

Mechanical, Electrical, Trim (MET) 

Carpentry 

Painting & Decorating 

Childcare 

Pharmacy Technician 

Customer Service 

Plastering 

Dental Nursing 

Team Leading 

Engineering 

Vehicle Body Repair 

Hairdressing 

Vehicle Refinishing 

Health and Social Care 

Warehousing and Storage 


Hospitality 


SPRINGBOARD 


COURSES 


THESE ARE 6-WEEK SPRINGBOARD COURSES THAT 
OFFER A £50 BURSARY TO YOUNGSTERS WHO WANT 
A CHANGE OR A FRESH START 


Hairdressing and Barbering 

Construction Skills _ 

Sport _ 

Automotive Engineering 
Health Care and Child Care 


Business 


Computing 


Go on to a full college course or 
apprenticeship _ 


ADULTS - APPLY NOW FOR 


JANUARY START! 


IELTS - English for Academic 
Purposes, (Cambridge) part time, days 
or evenings _ 


f BATHROOMS ^ 
r ON A BUDGET ^ 

COST £75 

4 TUESDAY EVENINGS 

STARTING 12.1.16 

Week 1 Renovating tiling 
Week 2 Silicon & Sealing 
Week 3 Painting preparation 
L Week 4 Painting f inishing A 



IELTS - SELT (Secure English Language 
Test) Life Skills B1, Entry Level 3, part 
time, days _ 

Drawing, 10 weeks, 3 hours a week, 
£200 _ 

Intermediate Photography _ 

Health and Social Care Apprenticeships 

Beginners/Intermediate/Advanced 
Spreadsheets/Databases/Word _ 

Award in Practical Spanish, Entry Level 
2 (ABC Awards), part time, evenings 

Bathrooms on a Budget, £75 _ 

Floristry _ 


Craft - card making, cracker making, 
jewellery making, introduction to 
knitting or crochet, painting _ 

Indian Head Massage _ 

Introduction to Reflexology _ 

Essential oils for the home or for 
making bath salts or creating perfumes 

Health and Nutrition _ 

Health and Nutrition for Sports 
Enthusiasts _ 

Baking on a Budget - cake making 



SCHOOL LEAVERS - APPLY NOW FOR 




A Levels 

Cricket Academy 

Music Performance 

Airline Passenger 
Services Agents 

Animal Care 

Dog Grooming 

Engineering 

ESOL 

Multimedia Design, 
Graphics, Imaging 
and Animation 

Art & Design 

Fashion 

Multimedia 

Programming 

Automotive Mechanics 

Automotive Body 

Repair 

Football Academy 

Foundation Learning 

Painting & Decorating 

Performing Arts 

Barbering 

GCSEs - English, ICT, 

Photography 

Plastering 

Beauty Therapy 

Mathematics, Science 

Hairdressing 

Hair & Media Make-up 

Business Studies 

Plumbing 

Cabin Crew 

Public Services - 
Uniformed 

Carpentry & Joinery 

Childcare 

Health and Social Care 

IT Users iTQ/ 
Administration 

Sports Studies 

Computer Games 

Manufacturing 

Supported Learning 

Design 

Engineering 


Computing 

Motorsports 

Tiling 

Construction 

Multi-skills 

Engineering 

Travel & Tourism 

Musical Theatre 

Web Design 

SCHOOL LEAVERS - apply now for 


■IANUARY START! 


THESE ARE FAST TRACK COURSES THAT RUN 
JANUARY TO JULY 

Computing Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

Business Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

Acting or Dance Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

ESOL 


Central Campus, 

Sandwell College, 

1 Spon Lane, 

West Bromwich 
B70 6AW 

www.sandwell.ac.uk 
0800 622 006 RATED good by ofsted 





































